
 
 

October 13, 2009 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:   Those on the Attached List 
 
FROM:     Roy P. Zimmerman, Director   /RA/ 

Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response 
 
SUBJECT:     CHEMICAL SECURITY PROJECT SITE VISITS 
 
 
In 2006, Congress directed the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to prepare Chemical 
Facilities Anti-Terrorism Standards (CFATS) regulation.  These regulations are intended to 
impose security requirements on facilities that have high-risk chemicals that a terrorist might use 
in an attack on the U.S. population. 

 
The three security issues CFATS is intended to address are: 

1. Release of toxic, flammable, explosive chemicals, or materials that, if released from 
a facility, have the potential for significant adverse consequences for human life or 
health; 

2. Theft or diversion of chemicals that, if stolen or diverted, have the potential to be 
misused as weapons or easily converted into weapons using simple chemistry, 
equipment, or techniques in order to create significant adverse consequences for 
human health or life, and; 

3. Sabotage or contamination of chemicals or materials that, if mixed with readily 
available materials, have the potential to create significant adverse consequences for 
human health or life. 

The majority of U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and Agreement State licensees, 
that are subject to NRC or Agreement State security requirements, are exempt from the CFATS 
regulation.  However, in order to assure consistency with the CFATS regulation, the NRC must 
determine if and how it would regulate the security of these chemicals at these exempt facilities.  
There may also be some licensees with a small amount of regulated material that may be 
subject to DHS’s security requirements who may not have adequately responded to DHS 
requests for information. 
 
The Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response (NSIR) is leading an agency project to 
better understand the types and amount of high-risk chemicals at licensed facilities and how 
they are currently protected, in order to determine if there is a need to regulate the security of 
these high-risk chemicals.  This study is also being conducted in response to the Commission’s 
August 14, 2008, Staff Requirements Memorandum M080724, which directed the staff to 
provide the criteria for facilities that should be exempt from the DHS CFATS program and to 
provide the Commission with the DHS approach for regulating the security of high-risk 
chemicals.  At the conclusion of this study, we will incorporate the results into a Commission  
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Paper with options for the Commission to consider related to regulating chemical security at 
NRC and Agreement State licensed facilities. 
 
This project, which has already begun, will utilize expertise from Sandia National Laboratories 
(SNL) to conduct a number of site visits this calendar year.  Staff from the NRC, DHS, SNL, and 
Agreement States will participate on the site visits.  The site visits will enable the NRC to better 
understand how these chemicals are used, stored and managed at NRC and Agreement State 
licensed facilities.  Participants will observe and discuss with licensee representatives the 
security at the facility, as well as the location, uses, and quantities of high-risk chemicals, as 
specified in the CFATS regulation.  For manufacturers and distributors, irradiators, and research 
and test reactors, site visit participants will also ascertain what portion of the facility has 
implemented security measures resulting from Increased Control Orders issued by the State, or 
Additional Security Measures required by Order from the NRC.   
 
NSIR staff has coordinated this endeavor with licensing program managers, branch chiefs, 
appropriate regional staff, resident inspectors, Naval Reactors staff, and State regulators.  All 
were provided talking points so that they could communicate to the licensees the purpose and 
scope of these site visits.  This memorandum is intended to assure you are also aware of this 
activity.  
 
We anticipate that each of these visits will take from a few hours to a day, depending on the 
complexity of the facility.  To facilitate project efficiency and effectiveness, where possible, we 
have attempted to keep travel costs to a minimum by scheduling visits to two or three facilities in 
close geographical proximity for each trip.   
 
The following table provides our tentative list of site visits. 
 
Facility Location Type Date 
Ethicon Albuquerque, NM Irradiator Tuesday, 9/29 
LES Eunice, NM Enrichment Wednesday,  9/30 
NFS Erwin, TN Cat I Tuesday, 10/13 
Saint Lucie Ft Pierce, FL PWR-CE Wednesday, 10/14 
Crystal River Crystal River, FL PWR-B&W Thursday, 10/15 
GE Wilmington, NC Cat III Thursday, 10/15 
Westinghouse Columbia, SC Cat III Tuesday, 11/3 
HB Robinson Florence, SC PWR-W Wednesday, 11/4 
 MIT Cambridge. MA RTR Tuesday, 11/17 
BWXT Lynchburg, VA Cat I Tuesday,  12/8 
QSA Burlington, MA M&D Wednesday, 11/18 
Sterigenics Schaumburg, IL Irradiator Wednesday, 11/18 
Dow Chemical Midland, MI RTR Thursday, 11/19 
Pilgrim Plymouth, MA BWR Thursday, 11/19 
Honeywell Metropolis, IL Conversion Tuesday, 12/1 
Paducah GDP Paducah, KY Enrichment Wednesday, 12/2 
SPEC St Rose, LA M&D Wednesday, 12/9 
Solutia  Alvin, TX M&D Thursday, 12/10 
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Memorandum from Roy P. Zimmerman dated October   , 2009 
 
SUBJECT:     CHEMICAL SECURITY PROJECT SITE VISITS 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:   Eric J. Leeds, Director,  

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
Michael F. Weber, Director,  
Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards 
 
Charles L. Miller, Director,  
Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental 
  Management Programs 
 
Samuel J. Collins, Regional Administrator, 
Region I 
 
Luis A. Reyes, Regional Administrator, 
Region II 
 
Mark A. Satorius, Regional Administrator, 
Region III 
 
Elmo E. Collins, Jr., Regional Administrator, 
Region IV 
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