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From: Bunn, Amoret L [Amoret.Bunn@pnl.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2009 8:34 PM
To: ^PNNL NRC South Texas COL
Subject: FW: Question about RG-194 for South Texas Project (STP) TPDES permit

_____________________________________________ 
From: Bunn, Amoret L 
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2009 10:40 AM 
To: KHOLLIGA@tceq.state.tx.us 
Cc: Prasad, Rajiv; Diediker, Nona H; Miller, Beverly M 
Subject: Question about RG-194 for South Texas Project (STP) TPDES permit 

Mr. Holligan: 

Thank you for speaking with us concerning the South Texas Project (STP) TPDES permit. 

For impact assessment to aquatic resources, we typically use TDS, and therefore need TDS concentrations in 
the river during the times blowdown would occur from the cooling pond.  As you suggested, we reviewed 30 
TAC §307.10(1) and the implementation procedures for surface water quality standards in RG‐194.  Segment 
1401 of the Colorado River and other tidal segments do not use TDS criteria.  The STP TPDES permit also does 
not specify limits on TDS in the blowdown discharge.  Can you please help us understand the process that 
exempts TDS as a criteria? 

Also, RG‐194, page 93, under “Identifying Site‐Specific Ambient TDS Values,” states “TNRCC staff may allow 
applicants to monitor conductivity and convert it to TDS using a factor of 0.65.” (emphasis added)  We think 
the statement implies that there are limitations to the use of this constant conversion factor.  Can you please 
help us understand under what conditions (e.g., water temperature range, pH range, conductivity range, etc.) 
does TCEQ consider this conversion factor to be applicable? 

Thanks again for your help. 

Amoret Bunn and Rajiv Prasad   

__________________________________________________ 

Amoret Bunn, Ph.D. 

Senior Research Scientist 

Environmental Characterization & Risk Assessment 

Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 

902 Battelle Boulevard 

P.O. Box 999, MSIN K3-61 

Richland, WA  99352 USA 
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