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From: Moser, Michelle

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2009 9:05 AM
To: Bruner, Douglas

Subject: FW: Michelle.Moser@nrc.gov
Attachments: header.htm

From: bberger [mailto:bberger@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2009 9:44 PM
To: Moser, Michelle

Cc: Dan Hilliard; Emily Casey

Subject: Michelle.Moser@nrc.gov

Michelle.Moser@nrc.gov

September 14, 2009

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555-0001

Subject: Environmental Review License Application Levy Nuclear Plant Units 1 and 2
To: Ms. Michelle Moser, co-Environmental Project Manager

1.Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWPA). The Department of Energy (DOE) has painted itself into
a corner with NWPA and there’s no relief in sight. It cost the taxpayers $82,845.926 paid to PEF last year.
Payment was from 1982 to 2005 — 13 years for one nuclear plant. Imagine the cost for two plants into infinity
until the DOE finds a place to store spent fuel assemblies. The cost is greater than monetary however, as it
involves the safety of the Nation, as that was the reason for the NWPA.

Congress recognized that “radioactive waste creates potential risks and requires safe and
environmentally acceptable methods of disposal,” and that “a national problem has been created by the
accumulation of (spent nuclear fuel).” 42 U.S.C. 10131(a)(1)-(2). The NWPA required DOE to prepare the
mission plan to provide an “informational basis sufficient to permit informed decisions to be made in carrying
out the repository program.” 42 U.S.C. 1022(a) estimate “total repository capacity required to safely
accommodate the disposal of all high-level radioactive waste and spent nuclear fuel expected to be generated
through December 31, 2020.”

It was stated that “waste acceptance schedule will preclude need for additional at-reactor storage after
January 31, 1998 and ultimately, remove from at-reactor storage all waste more than 5-years old.”

2.The U. S. NRC has studied tritium leaks and spills from nuclear power plants. Groundwater can be
contaminated or radioactive. What’s scary ( to me — maybe not to you) are the following figures from Los
Alamos scientists. Half life of plutonium 24,000 years, tritium 12.32 years. To date 40,000 tons of spent
nuclear fuel is stored onsite of plants. Besides uranium and plutonium there is 0.3 percent cesium and
strontium. They state that is quite hot from radioactive decay and requires special storage for about 300 years.
Plutonium remains dangerously radioactive for hundred of thousands of years.

This seems like an environmental issue that must be considered seriously.

3.PEF plans to bring saltwater from the Gulf of Mexico about 15 or more miles inland for the nuclear
plants. Then they will discharge it plus additional salt from the cooling towers back to the Gulf, increasing the
salt content there. It seems that a delicate balance can be skewed to harm marine life.
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When the Cross Florida Barge Canal cut the Withlacoochee River it brought salt 11 miles inland up to
the Inglis dam. There are many solution channels present, locations unknown, but salt has already entered a
well at low tide on the south side of the River. Excavations could cut these solution channels anywhere.
Divers have followed underground channels for 15 miles, according to Mr. Edwards, a former Inglis engineer
and diver.

PEF plans to bring their construction materials up the Barge Canal. That seems impractical as only one
half-loaded barge ever tried to make it and went aground just east of the Highway #19 bridge. The Barge Canal
bottom is the top of the Floridan aquifer, and was stopped at a depth of 12 feet because of concerns of getting
saltwater into the aquifer. It’s only half as wide as planned also. There is much concern from the “Save the
Manatee Club” about harm to the manatees in the Canal from constant barge traffic.

PEF plans to transfer material from barges onto Highway #40 and construct a heavy-haul road there to
get it up to their site. I address that hazard as interfering with the only escape route that Inglis has in the event
of nuclear disasters.

Construction of the two plants involves destruction of much wetland thus cutting water flow south to the
River and west to the Gulf. Spring Run and Bone Slough are two streams just west of their site where water
flows to the Gulf. Mitigation does not replace water flow at anytime, it only bargains to save part of the land
intact.

4.Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWM) states in their “Water Resources Manual”,
page 30. “Most of the Florida peninsula is a hydrologic island. It depends totally on local rainfall to meet its
freshwater needs. Only 44 percent of the state’s rain falls south of the hydrologic divide, yet that area is home
to 78 percent of the state’s permanent population and accounts for 75 percent of the state’s water
use..”Hydrologist Garald Parker discovered that neither surface water nor ground water crosses a line snaking
across the peninsula from Cedar Key on the Gulf to New Smyrna Beach on the Atlantic. (Betz 1984.) PEF site
is south of this hydrologic divide.

Across Highway #19 from PEF is Tarmac proposed lime rock mine planning to use 22 million/gallons
water/day to wash their rock. From the same Floridan aquifer that PEF plans to use great amounts, and just
south are four public water supplies plus several hundred wells. The aquifer simply will not support this kind of
withdrawal in good water years, but never in drought years. Drought years have lasted for 19 years, causing
Florida Power to give two hydroelectric plants to the state.

5.Where PEF plans to transport water north from the Barge Canal is home to nesting white and blue
herons. The Florida black bear travels from Chassahowitzka Preserve through that area and up to their grounds
in the Ocala National Forest. DEP has located and mapped several eagle nests in the area. It is the recreation
area for Greenways and Trails.

Mr. Mike Halpin Florida Department of Environmental Protection, July 1, 2008 writes five pages of
concerns .He states that PEF lists gopher tortoises, Florida scrub jays, red-cockaded woodpeckers, Sherman’s
fox squirrels were found at the site. He questions their monitoring during construction of the plant and the
transmission lines. He states “From an ecological viewpoint, population stability is considered more important
to the survival of the species than the survival of individual organisms. An isolated population requires survival
of as many individuals as possible, however. He gives special protection reasons for the above species. He
mentioned possible reconnection of the Withlacoochee River and concerns that hunting and fishing recreation
would be restricted.

6.Southwest Florida Water Management District, July 2, 2008 evaluation of the environment. They
state the site is within an area of karst topography and groundwater recharge. They question the requirement for
5,8850,00 gallons per day of fresh water. They question the increase in salinity in the Barge Canal effect on the
water quality of the surrounding area. Elevated levels of chlorides and other constituents are showing up in
monitoring wells at the site. With the Barge Canal essentially sea water from the Gulf it will change the canal
conditions. They ask “How will withdrawal of water from the Barge Canal affect the ecology and water quality
of the Withlacoochee River downstream of the Inglis dam, within the Barge Canal, the adjacent estuary and



designated Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW) areas during various stream flow regimes and Barge Canal
withdrawal regimes?”

They state that Lake Rousseau is not listed in the report of PEF. What are the potential impacts to this
water body, identified as a potential water supply source by the District and the Withlacoochee Regional Water
Supply Authority. They raise many questions that were not answered.

7.1 question the approval of this site. Inglis area is presently within the 10-mile- zone 3 hazard area of
the Crystal River Nuclear Plant, where residents must be protected from direct exposure to a radioactive
release. No one lives within their zone 1 - 5-mile hazard area. If U.S. NRC permits these two nuclear plant
within 4 miles of the Inglis population area that puts us into a zone 1 hazard area. In the event of Crystal River
and Levy County nuclear accidents there would be NO ESCAPE for the population. The Gulfis on the west.
Levy County plant on the north, Crystal River south, and east is the heavy-haul road on Highway #40 leading to
Dunnellon.

PEF has enough land on the Crystal River site they could build there and avoid all these hazards. You
folks are the “big guns” that can do what no one else seems willing to do. Citrus County would love to have
PEF add to their tax base. Levy County Commissioners were tempted by the same tax money is why they said
okay. Two of them are being prosecuted for accepting bribes for voting for developers.

Thank you for your consideration of the above. I can provide you with my source material is it is
required.

Sincerely,

Sarah Berger

P. O. Box 83

Inglis, FL 34449
bberger@bellsouth.net
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