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December 16, 1997

Mr. Jess Larsen, Vice President
Cimarror: Gorporation

P.O. Box 25861

Oklahoma City, OK 73125

Dear Mr. Larsen:
Enclosed, for your information, are summary notes of the December 8, 1997, meeting of
- the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and Cimarron Corporation. If you have any questions
about this summary, please contact me at (301) 415-6664.

Sincerely,
[ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:]

Kenneth L. Kalman, Project Manager
Facilities Decommissioning Section
~ Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning
Projects Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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Cimarron Corporation Distribution List Letter dated

Docket No. 70-925
License No. SNM-928

Karen Morgan
Cimarron Corporation
PO Box 315
Crescent OK 73028

Mike Broderick

Radiation Management Section
Waste Management Division
Department of Environmental Quality
1000 NE Tenth

Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1212

12/16/97



- UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

December 16, 1997

Mr. Jess Larsen, Vice President
Cimarron Corporation

P.O. Box 25861 ,
Oklahoma City, OK 73125

Dear Mr. Larsen:

Enclosed, for your information, are summary notes of the December 8, 1997, meeting of
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and Cimarron Corporation. If you have any questions
about this summary, please contact me at (301) 415-6664.

Sincerely, ,

Kenneth L. Kalman, Project Manager

Facilities Decommissioning Section

Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Docket No. 70-925
License No. SNM-928

Enclosure: As stated

cc: Cimarron distribution list



‘SUMMARY NOTES OF DECEMBER 8, 1997 MEETING
OF THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
AND CIMARRON CORPORATION

MEETING SUMMARY:

Discussions focused on the issues that had been previously identified by Nuclear
Regulatory Commission staff and Cimarron, the licensee.

Grandfathering of Decommissioning Plan

Cimarron was concerned that outstanding issues may delay the approval of its
decommissioning plan beyond the August 1999 cut-off date for grandfathering under the
new decommissioning criteria rule. The licensee also expressed similar concerns for the
Cushing site. :

The licensee stated that there may have been miscommunications in the past and was
interested in avoiding these circumstances in the future. Issues concerning groundwater
were used as a case-in-point.

NRC staff agreed that there have been miscommunications and emphasized the need for
Cimarron to provide formal, written submittals to clearly present and justify licensee
proposals.

Groundwater

NRC staff noted that ever since it first reviewed Cimarron's decommissioning plan, it has
identified, to Cimarron, a need to address groundwater contamination at the Cimarron
site. However, Cimarron has still not complied with this request. NRC staff also cited its
letter dated November 18, 1997, which reiterated NRC's request for Cimarron to submit a
detailed and comprehensive decommissioning plan for groundwater. One of the areas, in
this letter, that NRC staff asked Cimarron to address was a dose assessment.

As part of this discussion, Cimarron cited Policy and Guidance Directive PG-8-08,
"Scenarios for Assessing Potential Doses Associated with Residual Radioactivity" and
questioned whether the NRC staff was justified in requesting Cimarron to provide dose
estimates for a site that is to be decommissioned under Option 1 of the Branch Technical
Position, "Disposal or Onsite Storage of Thorium or Uranium Wastes from Past
Operations," (46 FR 52061; October 23, 1981). NRC staff responded that this statement
only applies to cases where there is no evidence of groundwater contamination.
Cimarron would have to provide a dose assessment because there is evidence of
groundwater contamination and that groundwater would have to be considered along with
other pathways in the NRC staff's environmental assessment.

There was some discussion of criteria that could be applied. NRC explained that under

the 1992 SDMP Action Plan, which references the EPA Primary Drinking Water
Standards, 4 mrem/yr would be an applicable limit for technetium and that based on
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precedents, using the proposed EPA primary drinking water standard, 30 pCi/l would be
an acceptable limit for uranium. Higher limits can be considered if the groundwater at
Cimarron is not a potential source of drinking water. In either event, NRC reiterated its
request for Cimarron to address how its proposed 15 mrem/yr limit relates to the overall
dose from decommissioning the site.

Based on this discussion, Cimarron asked NRC to review the Action Plan and Primary
Drinking Water Standards and provide guidance on whether the 4 mrem/yr limit for
technetium and the 30 pCi/l limit for uranium are additive or separate from each other.
NRC agreed to respond in writing.

NRC Reviews

Cimarron was concerned that NRC reviews of other submittals such as license
amendment requests and changes to Annex A could delay NRC's work on approving its
decommissioning plan and suggested that these items be separated from each other.
NRC staff agreed that these other reviews are delaying review of the decommissioning
plan and indicated a need to consider all these issues together as a part of the
decommissioning plan review. NRC staff explained that the amendment and other items
under review are integral parts of the overall decommissioning plan and need to be

. addressed together.

As part of this discussion, Cimarron raised the question of whether it needed to submit a
license amendment request for its recent organizational change. NRC staff noted that
there are license conditions that tied Cimarron to a particular organization and that any
changes would require an amendment request. Based on this discussion, Cimarron
agreed to submit an amendment request that would delete a reference from the tie-downs
of License Condition 10 and incorporate the organizational changes into its radiation
protection plan, which is covered in License Condition 26.

During this discussion, NRC staff noted other issues that must be resolved for NRC to
approve the Cimarron decommissioning plan. These include surveys of concrete and
asphalt rubble, and volumetric averaging of the waste ponds.

Cimarron said that it expects to submit responses regarding the asphalt rubble next week
and concrete rubble within the next four-to-six weeks.

Agreements

1.  NRC will review the Action Plan and Primary Drinking Water Standards and provide
written guidance to clarify whether the 4 mrem limit for technetium and the 30 pCi/l
limit for uranium are additive or separate from each other.

2. Cimarron will submit an amendment request that would delete a reference from
the tie-downs of License Condition 10 and incorporate the organizational
changes into its radiation protection plan, which is covered in License
Condition 26.

3. Cimarron will submit responses regarding the asphalt rubble next week and
concrete rubble within the next four-to-six weeks.
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Mr. Jess Larsen, Vice President
Cimarron Corporation

P.O. Box 25861

Oklahoma City, OK 73125

Dear Mr. Larsen:

Enclosed, for your information, are summary notes of the December 8, 1997, meetin

the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and Cimarron Corporation. If you have apyquestions
about this summary, please contact me at (301) 415-6664.

Sincerely,
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License No. SNM-928
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