September 21, 2009

MEMORANDUM TO: Stacey L. Rosenberg, Chief
Special Projects Branch
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Tanya M. Mensah, Senior Project Manager IRA/
Special Projects Branch
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE AUGUST 4, 2009, CATEGORY 2 PUBLIC
MEETING BETWEEN THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION (NRC), THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (NEI),
AND THE ELECTRIC POWER RESEARCH INSTITUTE (EPRI) TO
DISCUSS EPRI TOPICAL REPORT (TR) 1006596, “MATERIALS
RELIABILITY PROGRAM (MRP): PRESSURIZED WATER REACTOR
INTERNALS INSPECTION AND EVALUATION GUIDELINES (MRP-
227 — REV. 0) (TAC NO. ME0680)

On August 4, 2009, a Category 2 public meeting was held between the NRC staff and industry
representatives at NRC headquarters to discuss issues regarding TR MRP-227. A list of
meeting attendees is enclosed and the meeting agenda is contained in the August 4, 2009,
public meeting notice available in the Agencywide Documents Access and Management System
(ADAMS) as Accession No. ML091880325).

In summary, the NRC staff and industry representatives provided updates and exchanged
perspectives on the following:

A Reactor Internals Industry Program Overview (ADAMS Accession No.
ML092190883).

B. NRC Discussion Topics (ADAMS Accession No. ML092190882).
C. Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL)/MRP-227 Reconciliation, Licensee

Submittals, and Inspection Standard (MRP-228) Update (ADAMS Accession No.
ML092190885).

CONTACT: Tanya M. Mensah, NRR/DPR
301-415-3610
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Opening remarks were provided by Mr. Matthew Mitchell, Branch Chief, Vessels and Internals
Integrity Branch, Division of Component Integrity, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR).
Mr. Mitchell stated that the purpose of the discussions was to develop a common understanding
of the technical issues raised by the NRC staff, before providing any requests for additional
information (RAI). Mr. Mitchell also emphasized his goal to obtain information during the public
meeting to facilitate the NRC staff’s review of TR MRP-227.

Mr. Dennis Weakland provided opening remarks for the industry representatives. Mr. Weakland
thanked the NRC staff for providing the industry with its discussion topics in advance of the
public meeting. Since the development of TR MRP-227 has been a complex undertaking over
the past several years, Mr. Weakland proposed that the industry representatives open the
meeting by providing an overview of the reactor internals industry program.

Mr. Tim Wells, provided a brief overview by highlighting the background and process used to
support development of TR MRP-227. Specifically he described the framework for the reactor
internals aging management program that utilities have committed to follow and discussed how
industry plans to implement the guidelines in TR MRP-227 under the materials initiative. During
Mr. Wells’ discussion on the screening and categorization process, several questions were
raised by the NRC staff. Specifically, the NRC staff asked the industry representatives to clarify
their definition of “screening” to determine if they discussed screening within the context of the
license renewal rule. Mr. Wells’ clarified that the screening methodology in TR MRP-227 was
intended to determine which components might be susceptible to specific degradation
mechanisms (i.e., to establish a sample). Mr. James Medoff, NRC, followed this discussion by
recommending that the industry review an NRC aging management flow chart. During the
afternoon session of this meeting, Mr. Medoff provided a copy of the flow chart as a reference
for industry representatives (ADAMS Accession No. ML092190884).

During the discussion of the Failure Modes, Effects and Criticality Analysis (FMECA), the NRC
staff questioned if the industry intended to provide more specific justification regarding which
aspects of the FMECA were considered conservative or bounding since there was not a lot of
detail in the TR. The industry representatives explained that the afternoon discussion would
provide additional detail for the NRC staff.

After the presentation to support the overview was concluded, the NRC staff discussed the need
for EPRI to resubmit the supporting documents in its June 10, 2009, request for withholding, so
that these reference documents have the proper markings in accordance with Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations, Section 2.390. The EPRI representatives stated that the
supporting documents referenced in TR MRP-227 were recently resubmitted to the NRC.

In addition, the NRC staff discussed the key TR review milestones which include issuance of a
set of RAIs by September 17, 2009. During this discussion, Mr. Mitchell emphasized that there
may be more than one round of RAIs due to the complexity of this review. Although the NRC
staff will strive to identify its RAls as early as possible, the potential exists for a second round of
RAIls to be generated in response to initial round of RAIs. Industry acknowledged that they
understood and the NRC staff committed to keep the NEI and EPRI project managers informed
of this potential as soon as possible.
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The NRC staff then discussed its concerns and questions, based upon the following discussion
topics listed in the meeting handout (Refer to ADAMS Accession No):

. GALL

. FMECA

. Time-Limited Aging Analysis
. Inspection

Following the NRC'’s discussion, the industry representatives provided additional discussion on
the scope of TR MRP-227 and how it will be used by the MRP to support updates to GALL. The
NRC staff stated that industry would have to provide any information in support of GALL
updates to the NRC by December 1, 2009. The industry representatives also discussed its
goals for future license renewal applications for reactor internals and provided an update on
MRP-228, “Inspection Standard for PWR Internals,” which provides a methodology to support
TR MRP-227.

After the NRC staff and industry representatives had a lengthy discussion of these key issues,
the meeting concluded by recapping the following actions items:

o The NRC will issue a letter in response to EPRI’s June 10, 2009, request for
withholding, once all documents referenced therein are received by the NRC
Document Control Desk.

o The NRC will issue RAIls by September 17, 2009. Additional RAls may be
generated due the complexity of the review.

o The NRC staff will follow up within NRR to determine what actions need to occur
for plants with an NRC approved license renewal application that want to
reference an approved version of TR MRP-227.

o Industry will provide NEI 95-10, “Industry Guideline for Implementing the
Requirements of 10 CFR Part 54-The License Renewal Rule,” to EPRI so that
they may consider how it should be factored into TR MRP-227.

o NEI/EPRI to provide information that the NRC staff needs to update GALL by
December 1, 2009.

The next public meeting is planned for October 15, 2009. Some portions of this meeting may be
closed if proprietary information needs to be discussed. The agenda will be provided in a
meeting notice.

One public meeting feedback form was provided.

Project Nos.: 669 and 689

Enclosure: List of Attendees

cc w/encl: See next pages
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