September 9, 2009

Mr. Stephen A. Romano, President
US Ecology Idaho

Lakepoint Centre |

300 East Mallard Drive, Suite 300
Boise, ID 83706

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM 10 CFR PART 110 REQUIREMENTS FOR
SPECIFIC LICENSE TO IMPORT RADIOACTIVE WASTE (IW027-EX)

Dear Mr. Romano:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has reviewed the information in your letter
dated March 19, 2009, (Agency Documents Access Management System [ADAMS]

Accession No. ML091600258), requesting that an exemption be granted from the requirements
in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 110 for a specific license to import and
dispose of approximately 2,500 cubic meters of soil containing about 15% concrete and metal
debris contaminated with low concentrations of naturally occurring radium-226 and uranium-238,
which will be generated during remediation and redevelopment of a Toronto property.

Based on sampling results provided, NRC staff agrees that this waste material qualifies as
“‘unimportant quantities of source material” (i.e., containing less than 0.05 weight percent of
source material) under 10 CFR 40.13(a). As indicated in our attached Safety Evaluation Report,
the staff has verified that the expected dose to a member of the public due to transfer and
disposal of the Toronto waste will be well below 25 mrem/year. Therefore, the staff accepts

US Ecology Idaho’s (USEI's) dose assessment and approves its plans to dispose of waste at
the USEI facility.

In addition, based on a review of USEI's request and consultations with the NRC Office of
Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management Programs (FSME) staff, the NRC
Office of International Programs (OIP) concludes that as an “unimportant quantity of source
material,” it is appropriate to waive the 10 CFR 110.27(c) requirement for a specific license to
import radioactive waste. The NRC OIP hereby grants an exemption from the requirement for a
specific import license and authorizes the import of the material to United States under a
general import license based on the determination in accordance with 10 CFR 110.10(a) that
the import of the contaminated debris from Canada under a general import license is

(1) authorized by law; (2) is not inimical to the common defense and security; and (3) does not
constitute an unreasonable risk to the public health and safety. This exemption from

10 CFR Part 110 specific import license requirements only applies to the import of this material
to the United States, and will remain in force as long as USEI complies with all Federal and
State requirements that apply.

Therefore, no additional NRC action is required for the transfer of this material for disposal at
U.S. Ecology in Idaho. It is noted, however, that other requirements, such as those imposed by
the State of Idaho, may apply to the transfer and disposal of this material. As such, we strongly
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suggest that you contact Idaho State officials on this matter to ensure compliance with State
requirements.

The exemption has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register for publication.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Jenny Tobin at (301) 415-2328 or Ms. Brooke
Smith at (301) 415-2347 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
/RA/ /RA
Scott W. Moore, Deputy Director Patrice M. Bubar, Deputy Director
Office of International Programs Environmental Protection and Performance

Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs

Enclosure: Safety Evaluation Report
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