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Who Are We?
• The Energy Reorganization Act of 1974 established the 

independent U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) to regulate commercial uses of nuclear material
– Other duties of the former Atomic Energy Commission were 

assigned to the Department of Energy (DOE). 
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Who Are We?

• Headed by four Commissioners and a 
Chairman 
– Appointed by the President

– Confirmed by the Senate for staggered five-
year terms

– Limit of three from same political party
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What Do We Do?
NRC Decommissioning Activities
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Why Are We Here?

• Share information on review status

• Provide information on NRC’s role

• Interact with interested members of the 
blipublic 
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West Valley

• Complex decommissioning site

• Unique approach required by law 
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NRC Role

• 1980 West Valley Demonstration Project 
(WVDP) Act
– NRC responsibility under WVDP Act:

• Prescribe cleanup criteria

• Informal review and consultation

• Monitor site activities 
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NRC Role Continued…

• DOE not a licensee

• New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA) is a 
licensee

– License in abeyance

• Once DOE completes its responsibilities under 
WVDP Act, NYSERDA’s license will be 
reinstated
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Relationship of Phase 1 DP 
to Decommissioning EIS

• DP tied to current preferred alternative in Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

• DP describes preferred alternative from EIS and 
demonstrates how cleanup criteria are met 

• If a different alternative is selected in the EIS 
Record of Decision, DP would be revised and 
submitted for NRC review 

9



Phase 1 Cleanup
• Removal of Main Plant Process Building 

and source area of North Plateau 
Groundwater Plume 

• Removal of lagoons

• Additional characterization and studies 
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Multi-Disciplinary
• Health Physics/Radiation Safety
• Performance Assessment
• Geology
• Hydrogeology
• Environmental Engineering

NRC File Photo

Multi-disciplinary Review

Multi-Faceted
• Environmental and Safety Reviews

Modeling
Calculations

• Monitoring
• Surveys
• Ongoing Assessment Period Reviews

NRC File Photo
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Introduce Review Team

• Keith McConnell, Deputy Director 
• Rebecca Tadesse, Branch Chief

• Cynthia Barr, Sr. Systems Performance Analyst
• John Clements, Health Physicist
• Chad Glenn, Sr. Project Manager 
• Allen Gross, Systems Performance Analyst 
• Lifeng Guo, Hydrogeologist
• Lisa London, Attorney
• Sarah Michonski, Licensing Assistant
• Mark Roberts, Sr. Health Physicist, NRC Region I
• Duane Schmidt, Sr. Health Physicist
• Bruce Watson, Sr. Health Physicist
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NRC Poster Stations

ALARA
Duane Schmidt

Project Overview
Chad Glenn

NRC Poster Stations
Radiation Safety 
and Site Surveys

Bruce Watson
John ClementsHydraulic Barriers

Lifeng Guo

Performance
Assessment
Cynthia Barr
Allen Gross
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