September 4, 2009

ALL AGREEMENT STATES, MICHIGAN, NEW JERSEY

ISSUANCE OF NRC INFORMATION NOTICE 2009-15 (FSME-09-076)

Purpose: To notify the Agreement States that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
has issued Information Notice (IN) 2009-15, Varian Medical Systems Varisource High Dose-
Rate Remote Afterloader Events: Source Retraction Problems. The IN is addressed to all NRC
medical use licensees authorized to possess or use a Varian Medical Systems Varisource High
Dose Rate Remote Afterloader (VariSource HDR), and all Radiation Control Program Directors
and State Liaison Officers.

Background: The NRC is issuing IN 2009-15, Varian Medical Systems Varisource High Dose-
Rate Remote Afterloader Events: Source Retraction Problems, to: 1) alert addressees about
recently reported events where service engineers experienced problems with the VariSource
HDR during source retractions, and 2) have recipients review the information to avoid similar
problems.

Discussion: IN 2009-15, Varian Medical Systems Varisource High Dose-Rate Remote
Afterloader Events: Source Retraction Problems is provided to the Agreement States to inform
licensees of the precautions they may take to reduce the risk of problems occurring. The IN can
be found at:
http://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/idmws/ViewDocByAccession.asp?AccessionNumber=ML0921
20085

NRC Point of Contact: If you have any questions on this correspondence, please contact
me at 301-415-3340 or the individual named below.

POINT OF CONTACT: Stephen Poy INTERNET: stephen.poy@nrc.gov
TELEPHONE: (301)415-7135 FAX: (301)415-5955

James G. Luehman for /RA/
Robert J. Lewis, Director
Division of Materials Safety
and State Agreements
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
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