
     August 27, 2009 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:      Rani Franovich, Chief 
        Performance Assessment Branch 

     Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
        Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
FROM:        Nathan Sanfilippo, Reactor Operations Engineer   /RA/ 
        Performance Assessment Branch 
        Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
   Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
    
SUBJECT:       SUMMARY OF THE REACTOR OVERSIGHT PROCESS MONTHLY  
         PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 12, 2009 
 
 
On August 12, 2009, the monthly Reactor Oversight Process (ROP) public meeting between the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff and the Nuclear Energy Institute’s (NEI) ROP Task 
Force (the industry) was conducted.  Enclosure 1 contains the meeting attendance list, 
Enclosure 2 contains the meeting agenda, and Enclosure 3 contains the meeting handouts. 
 
Discussions had by the meeting attendees included: Performance Assessment Branch (IPAB) 
topics; Reactor Inspection Branch (IRIB) topics; various proposed changes to NEI 99-02, 
“Regulatory Assessment Performance Indicator Guidance;” and ROP Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs).  Details of these discussions are highlighted below. 
 
IPAB staff discussed a proposed reorganization within the Division of Inspection and Regional 
Support (DIRS).  This reorganization involves the creation of an additional branch, as well as a 
shuffle of some existing branch activities.  Branch chiefs for the six branches have been 
selected.  Rani Franovich remains chief of IPAB.  Timothy Kobetz remains chief of IRIB.  Robert 
Elliott remains chief of the Technical Specifications Branch.  John McHale will become chief of 
the Operator Licensing and Training Branch.  Undine Shoop will become chief of the Health 
Physics and Human Performance Branch.  John Thorp will become chief of the Operating 
Experience Branch.  Further information will be provided when the reorganization is final. 
 
Staff from the Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response presented information on the 
Emergency Response Data System (ERDS) modernization project.  This project changes the 
data transmission technology of the existing ERDS system and improves the communication 
links and security between the NRC and the licensees.  The NRC staff is asking for licensee 
participation in a voluntary program to migrate away from the obsolete analog modem to a new 
virtual private network modem technology capable of addressing security vulnerability and 
reliability concerns.  ERDS modernization slides are included in Enclosure 3. 
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The topic of safety culture was not discussed in detail during this meeting.  NRC staff continues 
to review NEI’s safety culture proposal. 
 
In 2008, IPAB staff began discussion of revisions to Inspection Manual Chapter (IMC) 0608, 
“Performance Indicator Program,” to incorporate guidance on applicability and implementation 
of performance indicators (PI) for plants initially starting up or restarting from extended 
shutdowns.  During this meeting, the staff presented the latest draft changes to IMC 0608, 
included in Enclosure 3, for discussion.  The industry’s primary concern with the proposed 
guidance involves the use of critical hours for the unplanned scrams PI; specifically, how many 
critical hours are needed before the PI becomes valid.  IPAB staff will consider these comments 
as revisions move forward. 
 
DIRS staff updated the industry on activities related to better integrating traditional enforcement 
violations into the ROP, including the operating reactor assessment program.  The staff 
summarized the activities to-date and discussed how comments submitted by an NEI letter 
dated February 11, 2009 (Agencywide Document Access and Management System Accession 
No. ML090690617), were resolved and incorporated into the August 11, 2009, revision of IMC 
0305, “Operating Reactor Assessment Program,” and into the development of Inspection 
Procedure (IP) 92722, “Follow Up Inspection For Any Severity Level I or II Traditional 
Enforcement Violation or for Two or More Severity Level III Traditional Enforcement Violations in 
a 12 Month Period,” and IP 92723, “Follow Up Inspection for Three or More Severity Level IV 
Traditional Enforcement Violations in the Same Area in a 12-Month Period.”  The staff’s handout 
is included in Enclosure 3.  The industry noted that a large percentage of their comments had 
been incorporated and reiterated their very high level of satisfaction with the staff interactions on 
this project.  
 
IRIB staff described ongoing efforts to revise IMC 0612, “Power Reactor Inspection Reports,” to 
allow for better integration of traditional enforcement violations through changes to 
documentation in inspection reports.  The staff provided a draft copy of IMC 0612, Appendix B, 
“Issue Screening,” included in Enclosure 3, to inform the industry of the details of the ongoing 
effort.  The staff offered to answer any questions regarding this draft document in subsequent 
ROP monthly meetings.   
 
The only other IRIB topic for the August meeting was an announcement regarding forthcoming 
reorganization of radiation protection IPs. 
 
IPAB staff and industry then discussed various proposed changes to NEI 99-02.  The first topic 
was a previously introduced and agreed upon NRC whitepaper regarding Mitigating Systems 
Performance Index (MSPI) rounding error.  The staff provided a handout, included in Enclosure 
3, summarizing the change required to the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations’ (INPO) 
Consolidated Data Entry (CDE) software to enact this revised approach.  One change to this 
handout, discussed during the meeting, is to insert the word “unrounded” before both the terms 
“UAI” and “URI” in the last sentence.  Any changes to rounding in CDE will be bundled with 
other proposed changes, so only one software revision is necessary.  An INPO representative 
estimated these changes would require a 90 person-day effort, and stated that he had a high 
level of confidence that changes could be implemented for the second quarter of 2010. 
 
Discussion continued regarding proposed clarifications to NEI 99-02 relating to MSPI failures 
which occur prior to the conduct of post-maintenance tests and prior to returning the component 
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to operable status.  Since general agreement had been reached in previous meetings, the IPAB 
staff prepared a draft FAQ, included in Enclosure 3, summarizing the issue and necessary 
changes to NEI 99-02.  The industry has the action to review this draft FAQ for the September 
ROP meeting. 
 
Discussion continued on a whitepaper that proposes a change to the MSPI Emergency Diesel 
Generator (EDG) component boundary.  The treatment of failures associated with the EDG fuel 
oil system is not currently monitored as part of the EDG unreliability index, even though the 
EDG fuel oil system is risk-significant at many plants.  The staff provided a revised whitepaper, 
included in Enclosure 3, summarizing its suggested options to address this issue.  Staff and the 
industry reached initial agreement to pursue option 1, the supercomponent approach, and will 
engage in future discussion to determine if treating the fuel oil transfer pump as a separate 
monitored component is more appropriate.  NEI staff raised the concern whether the magnitude 
of changes the staff was suggesting have been looked at using a cost-benefit analysis and the 
staff noted this for future discussion. 
 
In previous meetings, the industry suggested making changes to the definitions of failure to run 
and failure to load/run, relating to the EDG MSPI.  The IPAB staff previously provided a 
whitepaper incorporating changes to when the clock starts for each category of diesel operation; 
specifically, starting the clock after the EDG output breaker closes for failure to load/run and 
starting the clock for failure to run when the EDG is fully loaded and has run for 1 hour.  The 
IPAB staff explained the basis for its concerns relating to these definitions using industry EDG 
testing data.  This testing data is included in Enclosure 3. 
 
The topic of a proposed clarification to the unplanned downpower PI to address the proper 
timing of the 72-hour clock was discussed briefly during the August meeting.  This clarification 
seeks to improve the guidance, based on previously approved FAQs, as to when the clock 
should start for various events.  The industry presented a proposed revision to NEI 99-02, 
included in Enclosure 3; however, the industry lead for this paper was not present at the 
meeting, therefore, there was not a detailed discussion.  The IPAB staff will review the proposal 
for discussion at the September meeting. 
 
The industry presented proposed language to be included in the upcoming revision to NEI 99-02 
regarding the effective date for FAQs.  This handout is included in Enclosure 3.  This change 
would make approved FAQs effective for the following reported quarter rather than the current 
quarter, to ensure approved changes to the guidance aren’t retroactively applied, unless 
otherwise noted.  The IPAB staff agreed to this proposed change. 
 
The IPAB staff continued discussion regarding concerns over consistent interpretation and 
implementation of the Safety System Functional Failure (SSFF) PI.  The IPAB staff is evaluating 
data to determine if the SSFF PI is being reported accurately by licensees via requirements in 
Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 50.73(a)(2)(v).  Guidance for reportability 
is contained in NUREG-1022, Revision 2, “Event Reporting Guidelines: 10 CFR 50.72 and 
50.73.”  The staff indicated that possible NUREG-1022 interpretation problems may exist when 
1) one train is taken out of service for planned maintenance or surveillance, and the other train 
is temporarily rendered unavailable for other reasons, 2) when operator action is credited for 
system recovery, 3) how failures cascade from a support system, and 4) reporting losses of 
offsite power.  NEI staff indicated that they do not believe it’s in the ROP Task Force’s purview 
to debate guidance in NUREG-1022 since it is not a document directly associated with the ROP; 
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therefore, NEI staff will provide points of contact from the industry for IPAB staff to continue the 
discussion with external stakeholders.     
The topic of withdrawal of FAQs was also addressed during the meeting.  During the June ROP 
meeting, the IPAB staff introduced concerns regarding the process for withdrawal of FAQs once 
they have been formally introduced.  The staff is concerned that substantial time and resources 
are spent on FAQs, and when a licensee chooses to withdraw, there is no retained record of the 
debate or positions for future reference.  The staff is open to solutions to capture FAQs that 
licensees wish to withdraw, but wants to ensure documentation is maintained.  This topic was 
further discussed during this meeting, and NEI staff will propose language, at the September 
ROP meeting, that is acceptable to the industry to address the IPAB staff’s concern. 
 
NEI 99-02, Revision 6, is progressing towards final approval.  The current expectation is for 
publication in the third quarter for fourth quarter 2009 implementation. 
 
Meeting attendees then discussed PI FAQs as provided by NEI.  FAQs 09-05 and 09-06 were 
introduced at this meeting.  FAQ 09-04, regarding Brunswick, was further discussed and a 
proposed response will be provided during the September meeting.  FAQ 09-07 was created 
based on a previously discussed MSPI whitepaper and will continue to be discussed in the FAQ 
forum. 
 
The status of draft FAQs are as follows: 
 

TempNo. PI Topic Status Plant/ Co. 
09-04 IE04 Loss of FW after scram Discussed Brunswick 
09-05 IE03 Outside Licensee Control Introduced Generic (ANO) 
09-06 EP01 Offsite Call Simulation Introduced Duane Arnold 
09-07 MSPI Changes to Planned 

Unavailability Baseline 
Discussed Generic 

 
The date for the next ROP monthly public meeting is September 16, 2009.  The October ROP 
monthly meeting date is set for October 15, 2009. 
 
Enclosures: 
1.  Attendance List – August 12, 2009 
2.  Agenda – August 12, 2009 
3.  Meeting Handouts 
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ENCLOSURE 1 

ATTENDANCE LIST 
INDUSTRY/STAFF ROP PUBLIC MEETING 

August 12, 2009 
 

 
 NAME AFFILIATION 
1 Rani Franovich NRC 
2 Dana Kelly INL 
3 John Thompson NRC 
4 Nathan Sanfilippo NRC 
5 Duane Kanitz STARS 
6 Bryan Ford Entergy 
7 Mary Ann Ashley NRC 
8 Gerald Sowers APS 
9 Tom Houghton NEI 
10 Jim Peschel FPL 
11 Lenny Sueper NMC 
12 Ken Heffner NEI 
13 David Van Der Kamp NPPD 
14 Nick Hilton NRC 
15 Steve Garry NRC 
16 Fred Mashburn TVA 
17 Arthur Salomon NRC 
18 Ron Gaston Exelon 
19 Roy Linthicum Exelon 
20 Greg Sosson PSEG 
21 Dave Midlik SNC 
22 Roberto Figueroa NRC 
23 Bill Gott NRC 
24 Robert Stransky NRC 
25 Cris Brown NRC 
26 Bruce Mrowca ISL 
27 Glen Masters INPO 
28 Deann Raleigh Scientech 
29 Tony Zimmerman Progress 
30 Bob Youngblood INL 
   
   
   

 

  
 

 
 



  ENCLOSURE 2 
 
 

REACTOR OVERSIGHT PROCESS (ROP)  
MONTHLY PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 

 
August 12, 2009 - 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM – 21CS –  6-B01 

9:00 – 9:05 AM Introduction and Purpose of Meeting 

9:05 – 9:45 PM Performance Assessment Branch Topics 
1. General topics of interest in the performance assessment area 
2. Emergency Response Data System (ERDS) modernization 

update 
3. Safety Culture industry initiative 
4. IMC 0608 revisions for Part 50 plant startups 
5. Changes to traditional enforcement update 
6. Opportunity for public comment 

9:45 –  10:00 AM Reactor Inspection Branch Topics 
1. General topics of interest in the inspection area 
2. IMC-0612, Appendix B update 
3. Opportunity for public comment 

10:00 – 10:30 AM Discussion of Performance Indicator Topics 
1. Potential NEI 99-02 guidance changes 

• MSPI “available but not operable” 
• MSPI rounding error 

       2.  Opportunity for public comment 

10:30 – 10:45 AM Break 

10:45 – 12:00 PM Discussion of Performance Indicator Topics (continued) 
• MSPI EDG component boundary 
• MSPI EDG Failure Mode definitions 

       3.  Opportunity for public comment 

12:00 – 1:00 PM Lunch 

1:00 –  2:15 PM Discussion of Performance Indicator Topics (continued) 
• IE03 Clarifying 72-hour clock 

4. SSFF guidance clarification 
5. NEI 99-02 guidance regarding withdrawal of FAQs  
6. Status of Draft NEI 99-02, Revision 6 
7. Opportunity for public comment 

2:15 –  2:30 PM   Break 



 

 

 

2:30 –  3:15 PM Discussion of Open and New PI Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
Note: topic may be moved up if meeting is ahead of schedule. The 
latest draft FAQs are located on the public web at  
http://www.nrc.gov/NRR/OVERSIGHT/ASSESS/draft_faqs.pdf.  This list 
is subject to change the day before the meeting based on availability of 
new draft FAQs provided by the Nuclear Energy Institute.  Public 
comments will be addressed on FAQs following the discussion. 

3:15 –  3:30 PM Future Meeting Dates, Action List Status, Agenda Topics 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


