August 24, 2009

Ms. Charlene Dwin Vaughn

Assistant Director

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Office of Federal Agency Programs

1100 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Suite 803
Washington, DC 20004

SUBJECT:  NICHOLS RANCH IN-SITU LEACH URANIUM RECOVERY APPLICATION
Dear Ms. Vaughn:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is reviewing an application submitted by
Uranerz Energy Corporation in December 2007 for a new radioactive source material license to
construct and operate the Nichols Ranch In-situ Uranium Recovery project located in Campbell
and Johnson Counties, Wyoming. The proposed project will consist of two areas: 1) the
Nichols Ranch Unit located in Township 43 North, Range 76 West, Sections 7, 8, 17, 18, and
20; and 2) the Hank Unit located in Township 44 North, Range 75 West Sections 30 and 31,
and Township 43 North, Range 75 West Sections 5, 6, 7, and 8. The Nichols Ranch Unit will be
the location of the central uranium processing plant with the Hank Unit being the satellite
operation.

The NRC has established that, as part of the staff’'s review of any license application to possess
and use source material for uranium milling, a site-specific Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) to its Generic Environmental Impact Statement for In-Situ Leach Uranium
Milling Facilities, NUREG-1910, will be prepared under the provisions of 10 CFR Part 51, the
NRC'’s regulations that implement the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. In
accordance with 36 CFR 800.8(c), the SEIS will include analyses of potential impacts to historic
and cultural resources.

Your office will receive a copy of the draft SEIS along with a request for comments. The
anticipated publication date for the draft SEIS is November 2009.
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If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Environmental
Project Manager, Ms. Irene Yu, at 301-415-1951 or by e-mail at irene.yu@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Andrea L. Kock, Branch Chief
Environmental Review Branch
Environmental Protection

and Performance Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management

and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials

and Environmental Management Programs
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