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Dear Ms. Vietti-Cook:

On behalf of the fuel cycle industry, the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) submits the following comments in

support of the subject Petition for Rulemaking (PRM) noticed in the Federal Register on June 4, 2009 and

submitted by NEI in an April 16, 2009 letter. We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments and trust that

the staff will find them useful as it proceeds to further consider the PRM. As our April letter stated, industry

fully endorses the PRM as submitted and is prepared to support the suggested modifications to Appendix A to

10 CFR Part 70.

As you are aware, industry's intent in submitting the PRM to amend Appendix A was to, in part, further clarify

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) reporting requirements for certain events that occur at fuel cycle

facilities licensed pursuant to Part 70. The lack of clarity and transparency with regard to Appendix A

requirements has been experienced by licensees and observed by the NRC staff since implementation of the
revised Part 70 in 2000. Industry outlined its concerns with the rule in an NEI white paper submitted to NRC in

June 2007. Shortly thereafter, a working group consisting of NRC and industry representatives was formed to

achieve a common understanding of reports required under Appendix A. We firmly believe that the rule
warrants further clarification at this time and that, if adopted, the revised rule will result in more consistent

event reporting by licensees and more consistent uniform understanding of the requirements by licensees,

NRC and the public. Of particular note are the necessary modifications to paragraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) to

further clarify radiation exposure vales for persons located inside versus outside of the controlled area.
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We appreciate your timely attention to this matter since these implementation issues have occurred since
2000. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me or Janet Schlueter (202-739-8098;

irs(Dnei.org).

Sincerely,

Felix M. Killar, Jr.
Senior Director, Fuel Supply/Material Licensees
Nuclear Generation Division

Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006
www.nei.org

P: 202-739-8126
F: 202-533-0157
E: fmk~cnei.orcq

nuclear, clean air energy.

This electronic message transmission contains information from the Nuclear Energy Institute, Inc. The
information is intended solely for the use of the addressee and its use by any other person is not authorized. If
you are not the intended recipient, you have received this communication in error, and any review, use,
disclosure, copying or distribution of the contents of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this electronic transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by electronic
mail and permanently delete the original message. IRS Circular 230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with
requirements imposed by the IRS and other taxing authorities, we inform you that any tax advice contained in
this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for
the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any taxpayer or (ii) promoting, marketing or
recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. ----------------------- Sent
through mail.global.sprint.corn
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Secretary
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop O-16C1

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Attn: Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff

Subject: Industry Comments on Petition to amend 10 CFR Part 70, Appendix A, "Reportable Safety

Events" noticed in Federal Register (74FR26814)

Project Number: 689

Dear Ms. Vietti-Cook:

On behalf of the fuel cycle industry, the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)' submits the following

comments in support of the subject Petition for Rulemaking (PRM) noticed in the Federal Register on

June 4, 2009 and submitted by NEI in an April 16, 2009 letter. We appreciate the opportunity to

provide comments and trust that the staff will find them useful as it proceeds to further consider the

PRM. As our April letter stated, industry fully endorses the PRM as submitted and is prepared to

support the suggested modifications to Appendix A to 10 CFR Part 70.

As you are aware, industry's intent in submitting the PRM to amend Appendix A was to, in part,

further clarify U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) reporting requirements for certain events

that occur at fuel cycle facilities licensed pursuant to Part 70. The lack of clarity and transparency

with regard to Appendix A requirements has been experienced by licensees and observed by the

'NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified industry policy on matters affecting the nudear energy industry,
including the regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues. NEI's members include all entities licensed to
operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering firms,
fuel fabrication facilities, nudear materials licensees, and other organizations and entities involved in the nudear energy
industry.
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NRC staff since implementation of the revised Part 70 in 2000. Industry outlined its concerns with

the rule in an NEI white paper submitted to NRC in June 2007. Shortly thereafter, a working group
consisting of NRC and industry representatives was formed to achieve a common understanding of

reports required under Appendix A. We firmly believe that the rule warrants further clarification at

this time and that, if adopted, the revised rule will result in more consistent event reporting by
licensees and more consistent uniform understanding of the requirements by licensees, NRC and the

public. Of particular note are the necessary modifications to paragraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) to further

clarify radiation exposure vales for persons located inside versus outside of the controlled area.

We appreciate your timely attention to this matter since these implementation issues have occurred

since 2000. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me or Janet Schlueter
(202-739-8098; jrs@nel.org).

Sincerely,

Felix M. Killar, Jr.

C: Mr. Michael Lesar, ADM
Ms. Tamara Powell, NMSS


