October 15, 2009

MEMORANDUM TO: Kathryn Brock, Chief
Research and Test Reactors Branch A
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Alexander Adams Jr., Senior Project Manager /RA/
Research and Test Reactors Branch A
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: INTERIM STAFF GUIDANCE FOR THE STREAMLINED RESEARCH
REACTOR LICENSE RENEWAL PROCESS

The staff requirements memorandum (SRM) dated March 26, 2009, for SECY-08-0161, “Review
of Research and Test Reactor License Renewal Applications,” dated October 24, 2008, directed
the staff of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to develop interim staff guidance
(ISG) for a streamlined research and test reactor license renewal process for completing
reviews of backlogged license renewal applications. On May 28, 2009, the draft license renewal
ISG was completed and subsequently released for public comment. The agency received one
comment about using informal methods to transmit information, but the comment did not result
in any changes to the draft ISG. The staff has made minor editorial corrections and
enhancements to the draft ISG to prepare the final version, which is attached.

The ISG meets the direction given in the SRM. If the NRC reviewer finds an application for
license renewal acceptable using this ISG, the reviewer should be able to reach a finding of
reasonable assurance of protection of public health and safety.

CONTACT: Alexander Adams, Jr., NRR/DPR/PRTA
301-415-1127
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