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From: Tai, Tom
Sent: Monday, June 29, 2009 2:47 PM
To: John Price (jeprice@stpegs.com)
Cc: STPCOL; Mookhoek, William
Subject: STP RAI 3093 for Chapter 3.9.3 - Letter 135
Attachments: ML0918001773 3.9.3-3.pdf

John, 
 
Attached for your use is an advance copy of Letter 135 transmitting RAI 3093 for Chapter 3.9.3.  A formal copy 
is in the mail. 
 
Tom Tai 
DNRL/NRO 
(301) 415‐8484 
Tom.Tai@NRC.GOV 
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June 29, 2009 

Mr. Scott Head, Manager 
Regulatory Affairs 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
P. O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 

SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION LETTER NO. 135 RELATED TO 
SRP SECTION 3.9.3 FOR THE SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT COMBINED 
LICENSE APPLICATION   

Dear Mr. Head: 

By letter dated September 20, 2007, STP Nuclear Operating Company (STP) submitted for 
approval a combined license application pursuant to 10 CFR Part 52.  The U. S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff is performing a detailed review of this application to enable 
the staff to reach a conclusion on the safety of the proposed application. 

The NRC staff has identified that additional information is needed to continue portions of the 
review.  The staff’s request for additional information (RAI) is contained in the enclosure to this 
letter.   

To support the review schedule, you are requested to respond within 30 days of the date of this 
letter.  If changes are needed to the safety analysis report, the staff requests that the RAI 
response include the proposed wording changes. 



S. Head     -2- 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, I can be reached at 
301-415-8484 or by e-mail at Tom.Tai@nrc.gov or you may contact George Wunder at 
301-415-1494 or George.Wunder@nrc.gov.

Sincerely, 

 /RA/ 

Tom M. Tai, Senior Project Manager 
ABWR Projects Branch  
Division of New Reactor Licensing 
Office of New Reactors 

Docket Nos.  52-012 
  52-013  

eRAI Tracking No. 3093 

Enclosure: 
Request for Additional Information 

cc:  William Mookhoek 
John Price
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If you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, I can be reached at 301-415-8484 
or by e-mail at Tom.Tai@nrc.gov or you may contact George Wunder at 301-415-1494 or 
George.Wunder@nrc.gov.

Sincerely, 

 /RA/ 

Tom M. Tai, Senior Project Manager 
ABWR Projects Branch  
Division of New Reactor Licensing 
Office of New Reactors 
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Request for Additional Information No. 3093 Revision 02 

South Texas Project Units 3 and 4 
Alternate Energy Holdings 

Docket No. 52-012 and 52-013 
SRP Section:  3.09.03 - ASME Code Class 1, 2, and 3 Components 

Application Section:  3.9.7.4 

QUESTIONS for Engineering Mechanics Branch 2 (ESBWR/ABWR Projects) (EMB2) 

03.09.03-3 

This RAI 3093 supplements RAI 2265. 

The staff has reviewed the response of RAI 2265 and determines that the response is not acceptable.  
In Table 1 of response document U7-C-STP-NRC-090035, the applicant estimated the dates of 
availability of design specifications and of design reports for NRC audit (from Q2-09 to Q4-11).  Some 
of the estimated dates are past the last date of Phase 4 review process (11/10/2010) such that they will 
be completed too late for these items to be audited, and the staff can not make the safety determination 
prior to the end of Phase 4 of the review process.  In addition, the staff reviewed the Table 1 list of risk 
significant items and concludes that Table 1 did not include the pressure vessel design and the control 
rod drive mechanism in the list of risk significant components to be audited.   

The staff requests the applicant to provide the followings: 

1. Modify the schedule for risk significant design specifications such that all risk significant 
component design specifications are completed early enough to support an audit in Phase 4 
(this should occur to support the review and allow time for documentation and correction of any 
concerns identified).  

2. Add the pressure vessel, reactor internals, and control rod drive mechanism to the list of risk 
significant components to be audited.  The dates for the design specifications will need to 
support review during Phase 4 of the review process. 

3. Either provide a schedule for the risk significant component design reports that will support the 
review or provide an alternative as discussed in RG 1.206 Section C.III.4.3.  ITAAC were used 
to address this situation on another design.   
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