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This responds to your November 13, 2006~ letter requesting information regarding 'rxu Power 
Inc. '8 proposed construction and operation of a new nuclear power generation fhcility at the 
existing Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station (CPSES) site on Squaw Creek Reservoir in 
Sometvell CountYt Texas. We ate providing this information to assist you in assessing and 
avoiding impacts to federally listed threatened and en.dangered spt!cics. 

Outing your subsequent November 28, 2006, phone conversation with Sean Edwards of my staff, 
you indioated that the proposed actions would take place within the existing CPSES footprint and 
potentially on an undeveloped site northwest of this facility. You also indicated this 
~~?~velope4 site is almost entirely composed of a dense ashe juniper monocuiture. 

6.W·'re?x>rds indicate that the following endangered (E) and candidate (C) species have been 
cl6cun1ented t or are known to occur in Somervell County: 

blackMcapped vireo (Vireo alricapilla) ~ E 
golden-cheeked warbler (Dendroica chrysopar/a) - E 
sharpnose shiner (Notropi$ oxyrhynchus) - C 

'~here is no designated critical habitat for listed species in Somervell County. Candidate species 
are not afforded federal protection under the Endangered Species Act; howl;wer) we recommend 
that potential ilnpacts to these species be considered during project planning. For infonnation on 
the general biology of these species or questions regarding the section 7 consultation processi 

visit our website at http://www.fws.gov!southwestles!arlingtontexas. 
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Sharpnose shiners do not typically inhabit deep-water habitats such as those within Squaw Creek 
Reservoir; therefore, impaots to this species would not be expe"ted. Although the species list 
within your letter includes the endangered whooping crane and interior least tern, the Service 
does not currerltly list those species in Somervell County. 

We have specific concerns regarding potential impacts to the black-capped vireo and golden ... 
cheeked warbler as a result of the proposed project I especially if the undeveloped area to the 
northwest of the facility is utilized. Because these species a:re known to inhabit Dinosaur Valley 
State Park within 2.5 miles of this location, we recommend thHt your project design and site 
selection process consider potential impacts to each of these species. Should your evaluation 
determine the potential for impact to a listed species, please contact this o.ffice for further 
coordination. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide information on the proposed project. If you have any 
questions~ please contact Seem Edwards of my staff at (817) 277 .. 1100. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas J. Chmd, Jr. 
Field SuperviHor 
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