
From: Helton, Shana 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2009 3:34 PM 
To: Gordon, Matthew; Benner, Eric; Regan, Christopher 
Subject: Summary of 7/22/09 Phone call with NAC re: MAGNASTOR Amd 1 RAIs 
 
ATTENDEES:            NRC                            NAC 
                                    Shana Helton              Tony Patko 
                                    Matthew Gordon          Tom Danner 
                                                                        Holger Pfeifer 
                         
DISCUSSION:             
 
NAC had requested the phone call to discuss the recently-issued RAI for proposed Amendment 
1 to the MAGNASTOR Certificate of Compliance No. 72-1031.  In general, the phone 
conversation stepped through each of the RAI questions.  NAC had an overarching concern that 
the RAI may be asking for too much information in the technical specifications.  NRC staff 
conveyed that other vendors are required to place similar information into their TS.   
 
The following summarizes the details of the phone call.  The bullet numbers correspond to the 
individual questions within the NRC's RAI (ADAMS ML091870790). 
 

1. NAC pointed out that the information being requested was already in the TS. NRC stated 
that it would be helpful if NAC included, in their response to the RAI, the reference to the 
existing information. 

2. NRC conveyed that this question was asked to ensure quality assurance of the material.  
NAC was concerned that this was a new NRC requirement, and sought assurance that 
this was being applied to all the storage vendors. 

3. NAC did not agree with this level of detail being included in the TS, and believes that if 
their RAI response better explains the function of the cladding, it may not be necessary 
to pursue TS language. 

5. NAC had a concern regarding how to specify a maximum porosity, as it is dependent 
upon a number of different factors.  Additionally, the need for minimum porosity was 
discussed.  NRC understood the concern, requested that the concerns be documented 
in the RAI response, and committed to check on this requirement to ensure consistency 
among other vendors. 

7. NAC stated they were unsure how to answer this question.  NRC stated that the term 
'equivalency' has little meaning as it is too qualitative.  NRC stated that secondary 
calibrations have been accepted in the past, if the initial calibration was performed at a 
nationally recognized facility. 

8. NAC stated that they want flexibility, but understand NRC's concern. 
9. There was much discussion regarding use of neutron attenuation for qualification, vs. 

acceptance testing of the Boral.  NRC stated that neutron attenuation testing was not 
necessary as acceptance testing. 
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