PMLevyCOLNPEmM Resource

From: APNNL NRC Levy COL [nrc.levy.col@pnl.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2009 8:29 AM

To: LevyCOL Resource

Subject: FW: transmission ROW management - scrub-jays
Attachments: transmissionROWmanagement.pdf

From: Bill Baber [mailto:bbaber@jsanet.com]

Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2009 9:40 AM

To: ~PNNL NRC Levy COL

Subject: FW: transmission ROW management - scrub-jays

From: Heath_Rauschenberger@fws.gov [mailto:Heath_Rauschenberger@fws.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2008 12:00 PM

To: Bill Baber

Cc: Linda_S_Smith@fws.gov; Jay_Herrington@fws.gov

Subject: Fw: transmission ROW management - scrub-jays

Hi Bill,

Here's some info on management of transmission right of ways and scrub jays. If you send us the shape files for the site
and transmission lines we can use our GIS info to get a better feel for impacts, albeit we are at a very early scoping level.
Thanks,

Heath

SSSS33333333333333333333335>5>

Heath Rauschenberger, PhD

Ecologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

7915 Baymeadows Way, Suite 200

Jacksonville, Florida 32256-7517

904.731.3203 (office)

904.731.3259 (sample prep room)

904.731.3336 (main)

904.731.3045 (fax)

E-mail:heath_rauschenberger@fws.gov

http:/www.fws.gov/northflorida

----- Forwarded by Heath Rauschenberger/R4/FWS/DOI on 12/10/2008 02:53 PM -----

Michael Jennings/R4/FWS/DOI To Heath Rauschenberger/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS
cc

12/10/2008 02:43 PM Subject transmission ROW management - scrub-jays

Mike Jennings
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
michael jennings@fws.gov




http:/www.fws.gov/northflorida
7915 Baymeadows Way, Suite 200
Jacksonwville, Florida 32256-7517
904-731-3093 (direct)
904-731-3336 (main)

904-731 or 3048 (fax)
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
6640 Boathpolnt Driv:, Sonth
Scice 3
Jucksoaeitic, Flotids 229180012

Mr. Pater Quincy

Caotleur and Haaring _
1934 Commerce Lano, Suits !
Juptter, Florida 33458

Re: FPL Scrub-Tay Hebitst Management Plan
FWS Log No: 05-346

Dear Mr, Quincy:

This is in response 10 the Florida Pownr and Light Company's (FPL) Berub-Jay Habitut
Management Plan it we recoived on June 29, 2004, FPL bistorieslly hes been maintaining the
gcrub vegetation along the transraission cotridors to dscrease the wildfira potentia) that could
damage the powerlines. The habitet mansgement plan would pravide an estebiished procedure
ouhawtnmmﬂ@ﬂ!ﬂmubhabitﬁhﬁamﬁtﬂoﬁﬁsmxbimmﬂ@h&spﬂasﬂnhm
gopher tortoiges in Brevard and Volusia County, Florida. The FPL abjectives are to: 1) maintain
(through on/inipintization) vegetation within trapsmission corddors to reduce the threst of
wildfires; 2) continue the pergistence of scrub-jsy popuistions along the corridors; 3) restore mwd
meintain biological diversity of sorub scosystem within the corridors; and 4) develop 2 rotating
mahﬁmmmsyshanﬂrﬂwmxbnakhabimwiﬂu&?yww.

pmmawdmmmmmmuhmhmmmmmmmg _
Kenredy Space Cmﬂﬁxthoirnpedtnmaimainthetanmﬁssimnmidmmwdmapomﬁal
wildfires. msammagmmtnwﬁvﬁesmdud:thsmwfmeehanimlmhuiqmmm
ﬂuhandsandpinemdexuﬁcwgehﬁmwopmthchnbiutmdpmﬁdemww
scrub-jays. FPL 8180 proposes to femove pafehes of oaks t0 create open areas of bare sand
hetweon “islsnds” of scrub oak, The scrub ooks will be maintained between 4 to 10 faet in
beight. Man&ﬁﬁﬂwiﬂbuconductedusingmbbarﬁwdbeﬂyequipmmtw minimize soil
disturbance alang the comsidors. The use of herbivids/chemical cantrols should be qiaat option to
maintaining vegotstion. Prescdbudﬁ:eismtaﬁableopﬁonﬂn.ththedmepmmity?fmbm
dcwlmmmgthcponidnm All the zhove msintenance auhvitxeswiﬂmtoncurdmn_gthe
smj‘b-jayng;ﬁﬂﬁlﬂﬁ&ﬂﬂﬂdif‘%hlﬂ]fﬂugh:m3n)- EPL plass to survey for scrub-jays twice
mnuallyeaﬂ;rspﬂng(March] and fall (Septemmber-Oetober).




The Service accepts fhe habitat menagement plan as proposed. 1€ there e changes mac that
mmw—iﬂwmwvmﬂmﬂrwmmmmﬁuW&m
farward in reviewing the ennal serob-jay monitoring reports. Thank you forthe -

Sincerely,
: for Dave Hankla
Field Supervisar




FLORIDA POWER and LIGHT COMPANY (FPL)
SCRUB JAY MANAGEMENT PLAN

Prepared for
Florida Power and Light
700 Universe Blvd.
Juno Beach, Florida 33408

May 10, 2004

Prepared by

Cotleur & Hearing, Inc.
1934 Commerce Lane, Suite 1
Jupiter, Florida 33458

Cotleur &
Hearing
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FLORIDA POWER and LIGHT COMPANY (FPL}
SCRUB MANAGEMENT PLAN

L Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this Management Plan is to establish procedures and
policies to be employed by Florida Power and Light, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and Brevard County in dealing with the management and maintenance of
FPL’s scrub oak habitat transmission corridors in Brevard County, Florida. The
primary components of this Management Plan are the management and long-
term maintenance of sand pine/scrub oak habitat located in FPL's transmission
corridors as optimal habitat for Florida scrub jays and gopher tortoises. Itis the
intent of the signatories to this Management Plan that the implementation of this
Plan shall be a cooperative, non-adversarial endeavor and all parties enter into
this agreement with the intent to take reasonable sieps to facilitate its successful

execution.

IL Development and Implementation of a Management Plan

The scrub habitat management and maintenance activities to be
employed under this plan are based upon Florida scrub jay habitat conservation
sirategies developed over the past ten years at Kennedy Space Center and
integrated with FPL's need to maintain its transmission corridors free of trees and

reduce the potential for wildfire,

F:\Project Docements\FPLYS¢rub Hbaitat Meant Plan\FPL Scrub Jay Management Plandoc




The Management Plan is designed to restore and maintain the scrub oak habitat
as a means of ensuring continued existence of Florida scrub jays, gopher
tortoises and eastem indigo snake populations, providing compliance with
Section 7 (a) (2) of the Endangered Species Act. The Plan’s actions will insure
that sufficient habitat is retained within the corridors to provide food, cover and

nesting sites.

The primary goal of this Management Plan is to conserve and maintain scrub oak
habitat within FPL's transmission corridors. This Management Plan establishes
specific objectives and management actions to meet the stated objectives. The
site-specific freatments of mechanical, chemical and prescribed fire on the
vegetative composition and condition of the corridors will dictate adaptive
management strategies to maintain optimal habitat suitability for scrub endemic
species. The technique of prescribe burns is considered to be a non-option in
this Management Pla‘n. Future prescribed fire needs will be based on habitat

structural criteria relating to maintaining optimal scrub habitat conditions.

The site-specific habitat management actions suggested herein are based on
field evaluations of Florida scrub jay territory and habitat quality within FPL
transmission corridors in Brevard County conducted by Cotleur-Hearing in 2001

and 2002. These corridors were re-inspected in early 2004.

F:\Project Documents\FPL\Scrub Hbaitat Mgzt Plan\FPL Scrub Jay Management Plan.doc




lll. Management Plan Objectives
The objectives of the FPL Scrub Oak Transmission Cormridor Management Plan
are to:

1. Maintain the Transmission Corridor(s) to ensure that the scrub habitat does
not become overgrown with vegetation and create a wildfire potential that can

damage electrical facilities and wildlife habitat.
2. Enhance the continued persistence of the existing Florida scrub jay
population by restoring and maintaining optimal Fiorida scrub jay habitat

conditions in the long term.

3. Restore and maintain the functional attributes and biological diversity of the

scrub ecosystem within the transmission corridors.

4. Develop a rotating maintenance system for the scrub oak habitat with & 5 -7

year cycle.

5. The reduction/minimization of vegetative debris within the corridors will

reduce the threat of wildfire to wildlife resources and the electrical facilities.

FiProject Documents\FPLS crub Hbaitat Mgmt Plan'FPL Scrub Jay Menagement Flan.doc




IV. Management Plan Strategies
Strategies to be used to achieve the above management plan objectives are

outlined below. The time frame for implementation is set forth below.

1. Use mechanical techniques, primarily removal of the slash pine, sand pine
and exotic vegetation/tree canopy as the initial tool to restore the open habitat

structure required by the Florida scrub jays.

2. Using mechanical methods to clear out areas of scrub oak to create
randomly spaced mid-span, road side and pads open (bare sand) areas
interspersed with “istands” of scrub oak. The scrub oak “islands” will be
maintained between 4’ and 10" high. The areas around each transmission
structure shall be maintained as clear areas providing the necessary access for

maintenance on the lines.

3. The use of herbicide/chemical controls is an option to be considered when
maintaining the scrub oak (broadleaf herbicides) mosaic described in 2 above.
Only E.P.A. and State of Florida approved herbicides shall be used and applied
by licensed applicators. - All herbicides used shall be used in accordance with

labeled requirements.
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4. The use of prescribed fire as the primary scrub habitat management tool is
not considered a viable option due to the urban development along the

transmission corridors. (See attached photographs and drawings)

5. No habitat maintenance activities shall occur during the scrub jay nesting

season (March - June).

The following scrub habitat vegetative attributes are defined as optimal fo Florida

scrub jays and are to utilized in maintaining the corridors:
1.}  Open Space: 10-30% of the corridors shall be comprised of open
space (bare sand or sparse herbaceous vegetation) forming a mosaic among the

scrub oaks;

2.)  Scrub Qak Cover: 50% of the shrub layer shall be comprised of

scrub oaks;
3.) Tree Cover: 0-15% pine canopy at the edge of the corridors; and

4.) Heig' ht Considerations: Scrub oaks shall be maintained at the

optimal height of 1.2 to 1.7 meters (3.9’ to 5.6").

F:\Project Docyments\FPL\Scrub Hbaitat Mgmt Plan\FPL Scrub Jay Management Plan dac




V. Habitat Management Activities

Native scrub habitat formerly depended upon fire for its long-term maintenance
as fire prevents the succession of suitable iow, open scrub into a un-suitable
closed canopy forest. Fire is not a management option due to the urban
communities surrounding the transmission corridors, Therefore, the uses of

aggressive mechanical management actions are necessary.

The management activities shall use existing access roads, trails, easements

and disturbed habitat areas as primary ingress and egress points.

All mechanical treatment aciivities shall be conducted using rubber tired heavy

equipment to minimize soil disturbance within the corridors.

VL. Management Units

For the purposes of implementing mechanical treatments for scrub habitat
management the corridors shall be divided into Management Units. The
management units will exclude any depressional wetlands located within the
corridors. Existing roads and railroad corridors will provide breaks between

Management Units.
The size and location of these Management Units are based on present-day

corridor management objectives and site conditions. The size and location of

these Management Units are expected to vary over time.

FAProject Documents\FPL\Scrub Bbaitat Mgmt Plan\FPL Serub Jay Management Plan.doc




Florida Power and Light recommends that a monitoring program be implemented

using the following strategies:

1. Monitoring for scrub jays twice annually in early spring (March) and in the
fall (September-October). The monitoring protocol used shall be that

recommended by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.

2. Monitoring reports including photographic documentation shall be
submitted to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS), the Florida Fish & Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC)

3. The Management Plan shall be considered successful when the
monitoring indicates that the scrub oak habitat is being maintained in accordance

with this Management Pian.
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