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IDENTIFICATION PHASE 

 
Any NRC/Industry person or group may identify issues that have generic applicability and 
recommend that they be screened in accordance with the Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol 
(RIRP).  The following is a list of sources for potential RIRP issues: 

• requests for additional information (licensing actions and Topical Reports) 
• inspection reports (URIs; NOVs; etc.) 
• task interface agreements 
• NOEDs 
• operating experience reports (INPO) 
• licensee event reports (10 CFR 50.72/50.73) 
• generic communications 
• license amendments (10 CFR 50.90) 
• exemptions (10 CFR 50.12) 
• requests for relief/alternative (10 CFR 50.55a) 
• telecons, meetings, and workshops 
• LATF meetings 
• Owners Group input 
• Referred by the ROP Task Force 
• NRC generic communications 

Industry GroupNRC Licensee  

Significant & 
Applicable to 

Multiple Plants

Significant & 
Applicable to 

Multiple Plants 

No Yes 
Yes Yes 

Is immediate 
action necessary? 

No 
No 

Significant & Applicable 
to Multiple Plants 

END 

No
Yes 

A Enter the appropriate 
process in parallel 

with the RIRP 

Note:  The RIRP does not alleviate the 
responsibility of each licensee to follow all 
applicable regulatory requirements. 
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SCREENING PHASE 

 
 
 
 

Forward to the 
LATF for screening 

Screening Criteria Weight Range of Priority Values 

Relative safety significance 3 High = 2; Medium = 1; Low = 0 
Relative risk significance 2 High = 2; Medium = 1; Low = 0 
Industry resource availability 1 Now = 1; Later = -1
NRC resource availability 1 Now = 1; Later = -1
Compliance issue? 3 Yes = 1; No = 0
Operability issue? 2 Yes = 1; No = 0
Shutdown issue? 3 Yes = 1; No = 0
Cost-Benefit 1 High = 2; Medium = 1; Low = 0** 
Degree of complexity 2 High = 1; Low = 0)
Degree of initial consensus 1 Low = 1; High = 0)
Scope of applicability 2
Subjective criteria? 

Screening Value
≥ TBD 

No Yes

Accepted into 
RIRP? 

No Yes

END 

B

A

   
** Cost-Benefit = Value (non-monetary) ÷ Cost (monetary)

Go/No-Go Screen
Is there multi-plant applicability? 
Is there a need for joint problem solving? 
Is the issue actionable? 

• Preliminary Problem 
Statement (scope) 

• Proposed Team composition 
• Proposed Schedule 
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EVALUATION PHASE 

B 

Industry Evaluation 

FORM A TEAM  
• Executive sponsor 
• Regulatory SMEs 
• Technical SMEs

CONDUCT THE EVALUATION 
• Compile information 
o Regulatory baseline 
o Technical baseline 

• Problem statement 
• Scope 
• Applicable requirements 
• Interpretations 
• Evaluation plan 
• Success criteria 

DRAFT REPORT 
• Methodology 
• Bases 
• Conclusions 
• Recommendations 
• Peer review 

PUBLISH APPROVED RESOLUTION
• Promote industry-wide 

implementation

NRC Evaluation 

FORM A TEAM
• Management representative 
• Licensing branches 
• Technical branches 

Independent NRC activities: 
• Regulatory baseline 
• Technical baseline 
• Problem statement 
 
STAKEHOLDER INTERFACE 

• Public meetings 
• Comment on draft material 

 
 

NRC REVIEW
• Acceptance review 
• RAIs 
• Safety Evaluation 

 

C



Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol 
NEI Flow Chart 

4 
Draft (06 July 2009) 

 
 

 
IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

 
 

C 

Industry Implementation, e.g.: 
• Plant modifications 
• Procedure changes 
• Programs 
• Plans 
• Training 
• Technical analysis 
• License amendments 
• Exemptions 
• Relief requests 
• Industry Initiative 

NRC Implementation, e.g.: 
• Inspection module 
• Generic communication 
• NUREG 
• Research program 
• Generic safety issue 
• Interim staff guide 
• 10 CFR 50.109 documentation 
• Guidance memoranda 
• Rulemaking 
• Standard Review Plan 
• Regulatory Guides 
• Review Standards 
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