July 15, 2009

Jonathan M. Block, Esq.

Staff Attorney

New Mexico Environmental Law Center
1405 Luisa Street, Ste. 5

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Dear Mr. Block:

The Commission has received your letter addressed to Chairman Jaczko, dated July 2,
2009. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission will provide a substantive response to your
letter in the near future, but the General Counsel has asked me to point out to you that you
cannot bind the agency by simply writing a letter stating a position and saying you will assume

the agency will adopt that position unless it responds within a time certain.

Sincerely,

IRA/
Annette L. Vietti-Cook

CC: Shannon Anderson, Esq.
Staff Attorney
Powder River Basin Resource Council

Jeffrey C. Parsons, Esq.
Senior Attorney
Western Mining Action Project
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