
 
 

July 21, 2009 
 
 
Mr. Thomas P. D’Agostino, Administrator 
NA-1/Forrestal Building 
U. S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Ave., SW. 
Washington, DC  20585 
 
Dear Mr. D’Agostino 
 
On behalf of the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your letter of 
June 23, 2009, in which you requested NRC support for the National Nuclear Security 
Administration's Global Threat Reduction Initiative (GTRI) efforts to convert U. S. research 
reactors from high-enriched uranium (HEU) to low-enriched uranium (LEU) fuel.  Since 1986, 
our agencies have worked together to convert 15 NRC-licensed research reactors to LEU fuel.  
NRC support of this initiative continues to be a high priority for the Commission. 
 
You requested that the NRC provide a delegate to a senior-level working group on  
U. S. high-performance research reactor (HPRR) fuel conversions.  Mr. Thomas B. Blount, of 
my staff, will represent the NRC on this working group.  The NRC staff will also continue to 
participate in the routine HPRR technical working group meetings to remain current on efforts by 
GTRI and the Reduced Enrichment for Research and Test Reactors program to develop the 
reactor fuel and analyses to safely convert these reactors.   
 
Additionally, you requested that the NRC provide adequate, qualified, and capable resources in 
a timely manner to ensure that the application reviews for the NRC-regulated HPRR fuel 
conversions at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the University of Missouri at 
Columbia, and the National Institute of Standards and Technology reactors are completed by 
the end of 2014.  Continued interactions on both the senior-level and technical working groups 
will allow the NRC to ensure that the appropriate resources are available to complete these 
reviews while ensuring adequate protection of the public health and safety, the common 
defense and security, and protection of the environment. 
 
Please contact me if you have any additional questions or concerns. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /RA Bruce Mallett for/ 
 
 
      R. W. Borchardt 
      Executive Director  
          for Operations
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