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 Dear NRC members and Chief of Rules and Regulations Branch, 
 
Attached you will find my comments on the scoping hearing of Areva's proposed uranium enrichment and my 
requests for issues needing to be answered and addressed in the upcoming NRC EIS on this facility (docket # 
70-7015). 
 
I hope you will address all of the enclosed issues and most importantly, I hope you will consider and hold an 
additional public scoping hearing in Boise, Idaho. Since every Idaho taxpayer is holding the burden of the state 
tax "incentives" given to AREVA for this facility, it seems natural and responsible that all Idahoans be given the 
opportunity of commenting publicly at a location easily reach for most of them. Holding only one hearing in 
eastern Idaho made it impossible for residents of the largest population center (Boise) to attend. 
 
Please hold an additional scoping hearing for this facility (docket # 70-7015) in Boise. Thank you and I look 
forward to a response, 
 
Margaret Macdonald Stewart 
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June 19, 2009 
 
NRC members and Chief of the Rules and Directives Branch, 
 
My name is Margaret Macdonald Stewart and I have been a resident of Idaho for 
38 years, living 65 air miles west of the proposed Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility 
near the Idaho National Laboratory. 
 
Before I register the issues I want addressed in your upcoming EIS on this 
proposed facility (docket no. 70-7015), I request that you hold at least one more 
(if not several) additional scoping hearings on the proposed Areva facility. Since 
the Idaho State Legislature gave this French-subsidized company huge property 
and materials tax breaks ("incentives") in this time of economic hardship for 
everyone....including the State of Idaho....., this means that every, already 
financially-strapped Idaho taxpayer is essentially sponsoring or underwriting this 
project (which I doubt many citizens of Idaho would support if they knew about 
it). And because Areva went well beyond the area directly surrounding its 
proposed facility for support, it seems not only appropriate, but necessary that the 
NRC go equally beyond the Idaho Falls area seeking public comment on this 
facility. I request that the NRC hold an additional public scoping hearing on 
the Eagle Rock proposal in Boise, the state capitol and largest population base. 
And since the people of the Magic Valley, Idaho's second largest population base 
is directly east and downstream from Idaho Falls area, it would be fitting to also 
hold a public scoping hearing in Twin Falls.  
 
As for the areas that the EIS must address: 
1) There has been a huge ruckus for many recent years about Iran not being 
allowed to enrich uranium. I am not in any way condoning Iran's nuclear 
activities, but it seems a complete double standard for the US to be condemning 
another country's attempts to enrich uranium while we continue to ramp up our 
own enrichment program. This sends a terrible message to the rest of the world 
that the US will continue to produce enriched uranium for nuclear power fuel and 
nuclearbombs while we wield the rod against any other country to do so. Uranium 
enrichment is a dangerous proliferation risk and whenever nuclear materials and 
human beings are involved together, there is always the risk of nuclear materials 
falling into the wrong hands. We must see a very detailed accounting of 
Areva’s plans to secure its nuclear materials as they are transported to 
Idaho, while they are in Idaho and as they are transported away from Idaho. 
 
2)  There must be a thorough accounting of Areva's environmental and 
human rights record around the world. This may not seem pertinent to the 
Idaho facility, but for the people of Idaho to feel comfortable about their new 
"neighbor," these records must be made public. Reading about Areva's 
environmental record around the world, it appears that Areva will not be a good 
neighbor to have in Idaho. Annually discharging millions of gallons of radioactive 
nuclear waste into the English Channel from its French reprocessing plant at La 



Hague that has caused nuclear contamination as far north as the Artic Circle, is     
not behavior of an environmentally concerned corporation. And not reporting 
nuclear spills/accidents to the public in a timely manner ((7-7-08 at its Tricastin 
nuclear plant and on 7-18-08 in Romans-sur-Isere) so public safety could be 
assured is yet another question of trustworthiness that must be examined and 
explained. We must know how Areva will explain and make transparent its 
environmental activities at the Eagle Rock facility so the people of Idaho feel safe 
about its nuclear activities. 
            And, included in the EIS must be a full accounting of Areva's human 
rights record. Reports coming from Niger, where Areva has operated uranium 
mining operations for 40 years say that Areva's operation has recklessly destroyed 
the lives and livelihoods of local indigenous people with no compensation. The 
mining operations have also depleted the drinking water and radioactive 
contamination of the ground and rocks in the nearby town show grossly elevated 
levels of radioactivity......all unreported to the people who live there. Idaho does 
not want a new corporation working here that grossly neglects the health of 
workers and surrounding neighbors and the environment where those people live. 
Just because its operations are in underdeveloped countries, does not give a 
corporation like Areva the right to damage peoples lives and their world. 
 
3)  The NRC EIS must present a full discussion about the nuclear waste 
storage and disposal methods planned for the large amounts of nuclear waste 
Areva’s facility will produce. Depleted uranium (DU) is a dangerous by-
product(which becomes more dangerous as it ages) of the enrichment process and 
there is currently no place to store this waste. The US already has enormous 
volumes of DU stored at facilities awaiting treatment. This DU is stored on 
cement pads, outside in aging canisters, and could easily be targets of those who 
wish to do harm. Idaho's inventory of already-existing nuclear waste at INL is 
enormous, all of it lying above the Snake River Plain Aquifer, which is southern 
Idaho's lifeblood. The last thing we need is the huge volume of depleted uranium 
(15,270 metric tons annually) this plant will produce, with no place for disposal, 
so it will remain in Idaho. 
 
4) The EIS must contain information about what form the uranium Areva  
 plans to enrich will come to Idaho and how it will be transported.  Will it be 
yellowcake or gaseous uranium tetrafluoride or uranium hexafluoride when it 
arrives in Idaho? 

 
5) The NRC EIS must address Areva’s plans to contain uranium emissions  
from its’ proposed Eagel Rock facility. It is a known fact that the enrichment 
process regularly emits small amounts of radioactivity into the atmosphere. It is 
also a well-known fact that state-of-the-art HEPA filters used industry-wide in 
nuclear facilities do not perform well when the weather is too hot or too cold or 
when it is too wet or too dry. All of these conditions exist on a regular annual 
basis at the high desert site proposed for the Eagle Rock (uranium) Enrichment 



Facility. What kind of filtering system does Areva plan to use to control its 
radioactive emissions? 
 
6) And finally, the EIS must address a full accounting of the actual need for  
this or any other uranium enrichment facility in the US.  Given the 
extraordinary difficult economic times, is it wise to continue trying to produce 
energy from a power source as expensive as nuclear (accounting for full pre-
energy production and the ensuing nuclear waste cleanup and monitoring) when a 
combination of much, much less expensive alternative sources are available? 
With smart combinations of conservation, energy efficiency and readily available 
wind, solar, biomass, geothermal and others sources (that do not produce deadly 
nuclear waste), is it reasonable to continue down a path that creates such 
enormous volumes of nowhere-to-put-it dangerous nuclear waste?  
 
And remember, it is imperative that you hold an additional scoping hearing 
on the proposed Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility in Boise, and if possible in 
Twin Falls, since all the people of Idaho will be footing the tax burden of this 
French-subsidized facility and they need to have an accessible meeting place 
to have their voices heard. 
 
Thank you for working with the people of Idaho to produce this EIS and I do hope 
you will find it expedient to answer all the issues I have brought forth in this 
request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Margaret Macdonald Stewart 
122 Board Loop 
Ketchum, Idaho, 83340 
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