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EagleRockCEm Resource

From: Pletscher, Jim  [PLETJH@amwtp.inl.gov]
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2009 6:19 PM
To: EagleRockEIS Resource
Subject: Eagle Rock EIS Public Comment  

I am submitting a comment as a private citizen on the Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility EIS  
 
Docket No. 70-7015  
 
I read the environmental report that was submitted on the Eagle Rock Enrichment facility to be built by Areva about 20 
miles west of Idaho Falls, Idaho.  I also attended the public meeting that was held in Idaho Falls in June 2009. 
 
I am a resident of Bonneville County and am a project engineer that has worked for about 35 years at the Idaho National 
Laboratory adjacent to where this facility will be built off State Hi-way 20. 
 
The area where this facility off of Hiway 20 is well known to me as I have travelled this area often over the many years 
that I worked at the site or travelled on the weekend to destinations west of Idaho Falls.  I also am a volunteer that for 
several years adopted this section of the road for my periodic  (personally clean 4 miles from mile mark 287 though 291 
and one mile 284 through 285).  In short I know a lot about this particular section of the hiway where the Areva facility 
plans to have two access roads connecting on to Hiway 20.  
 
The EIS needs to provide a much more thorough comprehensive examination (than what was done in the environmental 
report submitted by Areva) on the traffic safety for nearby portions of Hiway 20 for the construction phase of the Areva 
complex. During these few years of construction there will be elevated risks of traffic accidents. Some of these elevated 
risks will most likely result in traffic deaths and injuries.  I observed this aspect during the recent building of another 
nuclear facility about 30 miles to the west on the same hiway. 
 
The sections near the Areva facility have the following characteristics that lead to this increased risk situation. 
 
1.  Hiway 20 is only two lanes (one each way) in the area of the Areva facility (although Hiway 20 in 4 lanes in some areas 
but the nearest area of 4 lanes is about 14 miles west of the Eagle Rock Facility. 
 
2. In checking with the Mayor of Idaho Falls, there are no current plans by the State of Idaho over the next few years to 
widen Hiway 20 to 4 lanes out beyond where it is now. The state of Idaho is relatively modest on funds and with limited 
federal funds, other road widening projects in the state are being priority and this area of Hiway 20 will probably stay as is 
with only minor changes.   
 
3. The is considerable traffic from Idaho Falls to INL in the morning and late afternoon Monday through Thursday with the 
INL site workers and supporting subcontractors. The ER does not do an adequate job analyzing this.  It just says that the 
transporation impacts during construction are moderate to large.  With this type of impact (moderate to large) the 
mitigating actions noted in the ER are in general inadequate. 
 
4. There is the added farm and related slower moving traffic on the hiway between the planned Eagle Rock facility and for 
about 10 miles east of this location toward Idaho Falls.  With only a two lane hiway there are no passing lanes and adding 
the Areva construction traffic to the INL worker and subcontractor traffic will tend to make this even more dangerous in 
trying to pass slower moving vehicles. Many of the farm and ranch vehicles are being driven by minority and Hispanic 
farm workers and they do not always perceive the elevated risk that they are presenting to the other faster moving 
vehicles.   
 
5. There will be a lot more vehicles on the Hiway 20 with upwards of a 500 to 1000 construction workers and 150 to 300 
support workers for Eagle Rock Facility.   
 
6. Previous attempts to have minimize the traffic due to rescheduling of work times of the majority of the construction 
workers and with the INL traffic have not always proved productive. 
 
7, Significant car pooling for construction workers (as proposed as a mitigating action in the ER) who will primarily live in 
Idaho Falls and in the surrounding communities may not be achieved as perceived. They tend not to want to car pool 
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short distances like this and you can’t force them to do it. They also tend to want to drive fast even though added law 
enforcement may be placed on different road sections from time to time to help enforce the speed limit.      
 
6. The nearby section of Hiway 20 just east of the planned eagle Rock facility is on an upward grade and thereby reducing 
the visibility and reaction time for a problem that is over the crest of the hill to the west. A construction worker at an INL 
facility a few years ago killed a family of 3 including himself while attempting to pass on such an uphill grade to Hiway 20 
(about 12 miles west of where the Eagle Rock facility will be built) the uphill grade on both sections are similar and it 
involved a INL construction worker similar to what Areva will employ to build their facility.    
 
7. The section to Hiway 20 to the west of the planned entrances for the Eagle Rock Facility curves to the south. By being 
located near a curve, the reaction time on observing problems in front of you on this hiway is diminished.   
 
8. The shoulders for the Hiway 20 in both directions east and west from the Eagle Rock Facility have some sections that 
are poor with regard to its use an emergency pull off lane. Some sections are not graded very well for this use. Some are 
too steep. Others have rock out croppings close to the shoulder.    
 
9. there is a periodic crossing by game and birds on these sections of this hiway.  I have cleaned up many an small and 
large animal and medium to large birds from these Hiway sections where the planned entrances to the Eagle Rock facility 
are planned.  Higher traffic during construction period will only make this more risky in driving it.  
 
10. In the winter, I have noticed substantial patches of ice on the road in the sections near where the planned Eagle Rock 
facility will be built.  
 
11 The wind and blowing snow in the winter can be severe in these particular sections on Hiway 20. An INL worker was 
seriously injured driving in this are because of this particular problem in this area. 
 
12. having acceleration lane and deceleration lane off Hiway 20 near the plant entrances ( as proposed as a mitigating 
action in the ER) will only partially be successful.  A lot longer section (on the order of magnitude of 2 miles to the West 
and 5 miles to the East of the planned entrances) needs to be four 4 lanes in addition to the acceleration and deceleration 
lanes.   
 
13 Idaho is relatively a modest state and with much political clout to get substantial road money to widen Hiway 20 to 4 
lanes.  Hence it will probably stay as it is currently configured today and there will be more accidents and deaths 
associated with the higher traffic and its particular location on Hiway 20 .  The EIS needs to acknowledge that.  I am 
hoping better mitigating solutions are implemented but I am not hopeful. 
 
14. Safety accidents and deaths are on the road by workers using the road are not usually factored into the overall 
aggressive safety program and safety statistics associated with a facility like what is going to be built here.  It is typically 
the on-site accidents that have the main focus of contractor management and the government organization like the NRC. 
      
 
 
The EIS needs to incorporate the higher risk or accidents and deaths on the construction phase.   The mitigating actions 
listed in the transportation area of the ER submitted by Areva needs to be significantly enhanced.       
 
 
 
 
Jim Pletscher 
(208) 523-2410 
3354 Leroy Drive 
Idaho Falls, Idaho, 83406 
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