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From: tomclements329@cs.com

Sent: Saturday, June 20, 2009 2:57 PM
To: EagleRockEIS Resource

Subject: Comments in “Docket No. 70-7015”

June 19, 2009

Chief, Rules and Directives Branch,
Mail Stop TWB-05-B01,
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Re: “Docket No. 70-7015” — Scoping Comments on Areva Enrichment Plant

These comment are being submitted on behalf of Friends of the Earth, an international environmental organization with a long history of concern
about various aspects of the nuclear fuel cycle.

The draft Environmental Impact Statement on the Areva uranium enrichment plant in Idaho must include:

Plans for storage and final disposal of all waste arising from the plant. This must include waste which must
be converted to a safer form before final disposal. Such conversion and where it will take place must
be included in the draft EIS. Sites for disposal of depleted uranium must be discussed, including if the
NRC decides on stricter disposal regulations than are now in place.

Where the enriched uranium will be used, including overseas purchasers, must be discussed in the draft
EIS. An analysis of the global market for uranium, including under a scenario where nuclear plants do
not expand beyond current numbers or even decline, must be included in the draft document. We
thus believe that a nuclear non-proliferation impact assessment must be include with the draft EIS.

Use of the plant to separate other isotopes than U-235 must be reviewed in the EIS. For example, if there
was a national need for other uranium isotopes, such as U-233, or to purify uranium-contaminated
materials, an assessment must be made of this.

Use of electricity by the facility and where such electricity will be generated and by what means must be
discussed. If electricity use by the Areva plant adds additional load to the grid, then an analysis of the
environmental impacts of meeting such additional20load must be discussed.

As it is Areva which is pushing in a big way for the reprocessing of commercial spent nuclear fuel in the
United State, the draft EIS must include an analysis of re-enriching reprocessed uranium (RepU) from
any U.S. or foreign reprocessing plant. If Areva’s push for reprocessing materializes, then the use of the
Areva enrichment plant for re-enrichment of RepU would become a possibility. If Areva claims that it
will not engage in re-enrichment then a clear, definitive statement to this effect must be presented by
Areva (not the NRC) in the draft EIS. If no such statement can be made by Areva then the draft EIS
must assume that the plant will re-enrich large quantities of RepU given Areva’s stance on reproc

essing.



The capacity of the plant to process contaminated RepU, of either of U.S. or foreign origin, along with
measures in the plant to protect workers from additional radiation exposure, must be included in the
draft EIS. Likewise, analysis of unique waste streams arising from processing RepU must be included in
the draft EIS. The transportation risks of shipment of such RepU by land and sea must also be included
in the draft EIS.

| respectfully submit these comments to be addressed in the draft EIS.

Sincerely,

Tom Clements

Southeastern Nuclear Campaign Coordinator
Friends of the Earth

1112 Florence Street

Columbia, SC 29201

tel. 803-834-3084

tomclements329@cs.com
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