August 12, 2009

Brian T. Kelly

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Wyoming Field Office

5353 Yellowstone Road

Suite 308A

Cheyenne, WY 82003

SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE WESTERN NUCLEAR
INCORPORATED, SPLIT ROCK SITE

Dear Mr. Kelly:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has prepared a draft Environmental
Assessment (EA) that documents our review of Western Nuclear, Inc.’s (WNI’s) license
amendment request for an alternate concentration limit and revised groundwater protection
standards at its Split Rock site. As part of the environmental review process, we are forwarding
a copy of the draft EA for your review and comment, specifically on the section pertaining to
endangered species and critical habitat information. | would appreciate your comments within
30 days from the date of this letter. If you have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-
7188 or at richard.chang@nrc.gov . Please note that the draft EA contains pre-decisional
information that should not be disclosed without prior NRC consent.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice for Domestic Licensing
Proceedings and Issuance of Orders,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for
public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records
(PARS) component of the NRC’s Agencywide Document Access and Management System
(ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html.

Sincerely,
IRA/

Richard Chang, Project Manager

Special Projects Branch

Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery
Licensing Directorate

Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection

Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs

Docket No.: 40-1162

Enclosure:
Draft Environmental Assessment
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