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Subject:                                     DOE Investigation of Tritium release at Duratek 
(NOTE:  This will be used as the  
 Documents Title in ADAMS) 

 

 
08:25   I left a message on Mr. Baselice’s voice-mail for him to get back in touch with me. 

11:00   I was able to contact Mr. Baselice.  He stated that he was not aware of any formal report from The 
DOE or the State of Tennessee regarding the tritium incident.  He will speak with the licensee’s contact 
with the DOE to determine if the licensee ever received a formal report.  The only documentation he was 
aware of was the letter from their vendor asserting that the tritium puff was the result of tritium contained in 
the licensee’s canisters.  The licensee pleaded nolo contendere in the court case and paid some 
damages to the vendor to put the issue to rest.  He or the representative to DOE would contact me 
whether the licensee has documentation regarding the investigation.  The vendor indicated that the 
canisters were crushed in order to save room at the landfill and for reasons of economy.  Mr. Baselice 
indicated that the vendor also stated that it has modified its procedures to ensure canisters that contained 
radioactive materials were not crushed in the future. 

6/18/2009  09:45   I left a message on Mr. Baselice’s voice-mail for him to get back in touch with me 
regarding an update on whether the licensee has any documentation on the DOE investigation or any 
contact with the State of Tennessee.  13:30   Mr. Baselice indicated that he had not been able to speak 
with his DOE contact and did not know if there was any documentation available.  He would try again 
today.    16:20   Mr. Baselice called to inform me that he would speak to his contact tomorrow. 

6/22/2009   16:30   Mr. Baselice called to inform me that the licensee does not have any documentation 
from DOE or the State of Tennessee concerning any investigations they may have done in regards the 
tritium “puff” measured at Duratek.  DOE now transfers tritium/helium-3 shipped from Savannah River to 
new cylinders and Spectra has noted a decrease in the amount of tritium recorded by DOE in the 
cylinders. 
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