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Callaway2COLPEm Resource

From: Fringer, John
Sent: Thursday, April 02, 2009 12:51 PM
To: Shafer, David E
Cc: Olson, Bruce; Doub, Peyton; Callaway2COL Resource
Subject: Prime Farmland references
Attachments: Prime Farmland Regulation-Guidance-Fringer.doc

Dave, 
 
        Per our phoncon today, please see the attached list of applicable laws and guidance regarding prime 
farmland that I have been able to find so far. 
 
Regards, 
 
John 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------- 
John Fringer, P.E. 
Environmental Project Manager 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Office of New Reactors 
Mailstop:  T-6D38-M 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
phone:  (301) 415-6208 
fax:  (301) 415-5397 
e-mail:  john.fringer@nrc.gov 
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John Fringer - 4/2/09 

Prime Farmland Regulation & Guidance References 
 
The following are the Federal and State references to prime farmland (or prime agricultural land) 
that I have found so far: 
 
1) http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/Nepa/regs/ceq/1508.htm#1508.27: 

Sec. 1508.27 Significantly.  

"Significantly" as used in NEPA requires considerations of both context and intensity:  

(a) Context. This means that the significance of an action must be analyzed in several contexts such 
as society as a whole (human, national), the affected region, the affected interests, and the locality. 
Significance varies with the setting of the proposed action. For instance, in the case of a site-specific 
action, significance would usually depend upon the effects in the locale rather than in the world as a 
whole. Both short- and long-term effects are relevant.  

(b) Intensity. This refers to the severity of impact. Responsible officials must bear in mind that more 
than one agency may make decisions about partial aspects of a major action. The following should 
be considered in evaluating intensity:  

1. Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse. A significant effect may exist even if the 
Federal agency believes that on balance the effect will be beneficial.  

2. The degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety.  
3. Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural 

resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically 
critical areas. 

2) http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/NEPA/regs/exec81180.html:  SUBJECT: Prime and Unique 
Agricultural Lands and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

3) http://recreation.usgs.gov/env_guide/farmland.html  
 
4) http://www.doi.gov/oepc/esm/ESM94-7.pdf  --also see FR 59189; vol. 45, no. 175 
 
5) http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo/moinstruction/1940gexhibita.pdf:  see p. 19, section “G. 
Resource. IMPORTANT FARMLANDS, PRIME FOREST LANDS, AND PRIME 
RANGELANDS” 
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