June 16, 2009

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Gentlemen:
In the Matter of the ) Docket No. 50-390
Tennessee Valley Authority ) 50-391

WATTS BAR NUCLEAR PLANT (WBN) - EMERGENCY DIESEL GENERATOR (EDG) FUEL
OIL - SAMPLING OF STORAGE TANKS - SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Reference: TVA's letter to NRC dated May 19, 2009, Watts Bar Nuclear Plant (WBN) -
Emergency Diesel Generator (EDG) Fuel Oil - Sampling of Storage Tanks

The referenced letter outlined a request for NRC to approve an alternate method for the
sampling of fuel oil stored in the main fuel oil storage tanks. In summary, WBN currently fulfills
Surveillance Requirement (SR) for Technical Specification (TS) 3.8.3, “Diesel Fuel Qil, Lube Oil,
and Starting Air,” by sampling the tanks in accordance with ASTM D4057-1988. This standard
requires that the fuel oil sample be obtained by utilizing an “all levels sample” (Reference
Section 8.2.3.1 of ASTM D4057-1988). This method entails lowering a special sampling
container to the bottom of the main fuel oil storage tank at which point the container opens and
is then pulled up collecting a sample at all levels of the tank. In lieu of sampling in this manner,
WBN proposed an alternate process that will provide a well mixed sample from the fuel oil
transfer pump discharge lines of each storage tank. The change in sampling process was
proposed to address certain safety concerns associated with the current sampling process.

Representatives of TVA discussed the change in the sampling process proposed in TVA’s

May 19, 2009 letter with the NRC staff on June 3, 2009. The purpose of this discussion was to
clarify the regulatory process being utilized by TVA in the subject request. From this discussion,
it was established that TVA should perform a review of the proposed process change in
accordance with 10 CFR 50.59, “Changes, Tests and Experiments.” The intent of this action
was to determine if an Operating License amendment request was required for the proposed
process change.
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TVA implements its process for performing evaluations under 10 CFR 50.59 in TVA’s
procedure, Standard Programs and Processes (SPP) 9.4, “10 CFR 50.59, Evaluations of
Changes, Tests and Experiments.” This procedure is based on Revision 1 of Nuclear Energy
Institute (NEI) 96-07, “Guidelines for 10 CFR 50.59 Implementation.” In accordance with
Section 3.1, “Preparation of Screening Reviews and 50.59 Evaluations,” of SPP-9.4, Screening
Review “0-SI-18-2 Revision 8” was prepared to determine if the proposed fuel oil sampling
process required a license amendment. The Screening Review was approved on June 12,
2009, with the conclusion that a license amendment was not required.

Independent of the results of TVA’s screening review, Section 8.1 of the ASTM standard states
the following:

“The standard sampling procedures described in this method are summarized in
Table 1. Alternative sampling procedures may be used if a mutually satisfactory
agreement has been reached by the parties involved. Such agreement shall be
put in writing and signed by authorized officials.” (emphasis added)

TVA believes the referenced letter provides the justification needed for the NRC staff to
conclude the proposed sampling change is acceptable and based on this, requests the staff’s
review of the sampling method described in the May 19, 20009 letter. If the request is
determined to be acceptable, please return a written confirmation of the acceptance of the
sampling process to satisfy the requirements of Section 8.1 of ASTM D4057-1988. There is no
specific time or milestone by which NRC’s approval of this request is required. However, since
TVA considers this change to be a safety enhancement, a timely response will be appreciated.

There are no regulatory commitments associated with this submittal. Should you require
additional information regarding this matter, please contact me at (423) 365-1824.

Sincerely,

Original signed by

M. K. Brandon

Manager, Site Licensing and
Industry Affairs

cc: See page 3
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CcC:

NRC Resident Inspector
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant

1260 Nuclear Plant Road
Spring City, Tennessee 37381

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mr. John G. Lamb, Senior Project Manager
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

MS O-8 H1A

Washington, DC 20555-0001

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region Il

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth St., SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 450
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for compliance with 10CFR1, Appendix A.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




