June 18, 2009

MEMORANDUM TO: Stacey L. Rosenberg, Chief
Special Projects Branch
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Joseph F. Williams, Senior Project Manager IRA/
Special Project Branch
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF JUNE 4, 2009, MEETING WITH THE TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATION TASK FORCE

On June 4, 2009, a Category 2 public meeting was held between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) staff and representatives of the Technical Specifications Task Force
(TSTF). The purpose of this meeting was to discuss status of current and planned TSTF
Travelers, and process and administrative issues of mutual interest. A list of attendees is
provided in Enclosure 1. A copy of the handout provided by the TSTF is provided in
Enclosure 2.

Meeting participants discussed the status of current TSTF submittals. In the discussion of
TSTF-425, “Relocate Surveillance Frequencies to Licensee Control,” the NRC staff noted that
this and other risk-informed initiatives can be beneficial in preparation for a possible pandemic.
Licensee implementation of these items can help avoid resource challenges and permit
continued safe operation by providing flexibility to respond to plant issues if utility or NRC
staffing is affected by a pandemic.

Participants discussed issues with previously-approved TSTF travelers. There have been
several recent examples where NRC staff has identified issues with approved travelers during
review of plant-specific license amendment requests. NRC meeting attendees stated that the
staff is encouraged to maintain a questioning attitude and to identify safety issues, while also
being held to a rigorous standard for demonstration of conformance to regulatory requirements.

Issues which can arise from incomplete documentation of the basis for acceptance of approved
travelers. In reviewing plant-specific amendments, the NRC staff must provide a safety
evaluation describing the basis for approval or denial of the proposed change. If the approved
traveler lacks a well-documented basis, the process of developing that information in a plant-
specific change can result in problems being identified.
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Issues have also arisen in cases where better documentation exists, such as travelers approved
by the Consolidated Line Item Improvement Process (CLIIP). The staff has identified examples
where a CLIIP traveler could be applied in a manner unexpected at the time the item was
originally reviewed. In such cases, the staff may need to develop means to restrict the
unintended scope of the traveler so that a possible safety issue can be avoided.

Meeting participants discussed examples of issues, and agreed that industry and NRC should
develop means to address these issues and provide clear guidance to stakeholders on
processes used to address them.

Development of Revision 4 of the improved Technical Specifications was also discussed.
Stakeholders expressed interest in having a Word version of Revision 4 available from NRC.
The staff agreed this would be desirable.

Actions from a workshop on Technical Specification issues were discussed. Among other
things, the TSTF stated that travelers will be developed to support clarification of Limiting
Condition for Operation (LCO) 3.0.4.a, LCO 3.0.5, and the term “operational convenience.”
NRC staff noted that it may be worthwhile to consider reliance on only LCO 3.0.4.b, which could
provide better integration of risk assessments into routine plant operation.

The next NRC meeting with TSTF was tentatively planned for Thursday, November 5, 2009.
The staff suggested that planning for this meeting begin in mid-September 2009 to facilitate
development of a comprehensive agenda and early resolution of any logistical issues.

Questions regarding this meeting can be directed to me at 301-415-1470, or
joseph.williams@nrc.gov.

Project 753

Enclosure:
1. Attendee List
2. Meeting Slides



S. Rosenberg -2-

Issues have also arisen in cases where better documentation exists, such as travelers approved
by the Consolidated Line Item Improvement Process (CLIIP). The staff has identified examples
where a CLIIP traveler could be applied in a manner unexpected at the time the item was
originally reviewed. In such cases, the staff may need to develop means to restrict the
unintended scope of the traveler so that a possible safety issue can be avoided.

Meeting participants discussed examples of issues, and agreed that industry and NRC should
develop means to address these issues and provide clear guidance to stakeholders on
processes used to address them.

Development of Revision 4 of the improved Technical Specifications was also discussed.
Stakeholders expressed interest in having a Word version of Revision 4 available from NRC.
The staff agreed this would be desirable.

Actions from a workshop on Technical Specification issues were discussed. Among other
things, the TSTF stated that travelers will be developed to support clarification of Limiting
Condition for Operation (LCO) 3.0.4.a, LCO 3.0.5, and the term “operational convenience.”
NRC staff noted that it may be worthwhile to consider reliance on only LCO 3.0.4.b, which could
provide better integration of risk assessments into routine plant operation.

The next NRC meeting with TSTF was tentatively planned for Thursday, November 5, 2009.
The staff suggested that planning for this meeting begin in mid-September 2009 to facilitate
development of a comprehensive agenda and early resolution of any logistical issues.

Questions regarding this meeting can be directed to me at 301-415-1470, or
joseph.williams@nrc.gov.

Project 753

Enclosure:
1. Attendee List
2. Meeting Slides

DISTRIBUTION:

PSPB R/F RidsNrrDprPspb RidsNrrDpr  SRosenberg JWilliams
JHughey RGrover VCusamano MHamm MKowal
BTjader RElliott PBamford MBlumberg  CSchulten
AlLewin

Accession Number: ML091630185 (Package) ML091630155 (Summary)

ML091630177 (Slides) NRR-106

OFFICE |PsSPB/PM PSPB/LA DIRS/ITSB |PSPB/BC PSPB/PM

NAME JWilliams DBaxley RElliott SRosenberg | JWilliams
(CHawes for)

DATE 6/15/09 6/15/09 6/16/09 6/17/09 6/18/09

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY



Name

Brian Mann
Don Hoffman
Thomas Raidy
John Messina
Ken Schrader
Joe Williams
John Hughey
Ravi Grover
Vic Cusamano
Matthew Hamm
Mark Kowal
Bob Tjader
Rob Elliott
Peter Bamford
Mark Blumberg
Carl Schulten
Aron Lewin
Robert Sharpe

Attendees
NRC Meeting With Technical Specification Task Force
June 4, 2009

Affiliation

TSTF

TSTF

TSTF/SCE

TSTF/Boiling Water Reactor Owners Group
TSTF/Pressurized Water Reactor Owners Group
NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

AREVA-NP

Enclosure




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


