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9 Twin Orchard Drive
Oswego, NY 13126
May 31, 2009

Mr. R. William Borchardt, Executive Director for Operations
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Mr. R. William Borchardt:

I am writing this letter to explain a problem I have with what appears to be a PWR
practice. -

My recollection from when I worked on an Operations Department shift at a BWR is that,
when there was a problem with the turbine, (like high vibration), the turbine was tripped.
It followed that the reactor tripped automatically if the steam flow was above the capacity
of the bypass valves.

Recently, | have been reading about a couple of PWR turbine vibration problems where
the practice appears to be to trip, not the turbine, but the reactor. Could you have
somebody check that what is presently being done is appropriate?

(The two problems I have seen are the Cook 1 turbine blade failure in about September,

2008, and Palo Verde 3 from Event Number 44970.)
Tom Gurdziel

EDO --G20090327
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