
From: Sunil Weerakkody 
Sent: Friday, June 05, 2009 12:31 PM 
To: Charles Moulton 
Subject: can you get someone to put this email in public ADAMS please? 
 
 
 

From: Sunil Weerakkody  
Sent: Friday, June 05, 2009 12:29 PM 
To: BUTLER, John 
Cc: MARION, Alex; 'HUTCHINS, Steven' 
Subject: FW: Summary of conversation with NEI on NFPA 805 issues 
 
 
 

From: Sunil Weerakkody  
Sent: Friday, June 05, 2009 12:28 PM 
To: Mark Cunningham 
Cc: Donnie Harrison; Alex Klein; Melanie Galloway; Steven Laur 
Subject: Summary of conversation with NEI on NFPA 805 issues 
 

Mark, 
 
John Butler of NEI called me yesterday to bring to my attention two issues that are critical to 
licensees who are transitioning to NFPA 805.   
 
During the discussion John suggested (and I agreed) that NRC & NEI need to engage in 
collaborative efforts to address several areas of interest to the licensees and the NRC. 
 
The purpose of this Email is to document my conversation, the suggestions that John made 
during the call, and the next actions that we agreed to pursue. 
 
Summary of critical issues 
 
(a) FAQ-Resolution 
Industry has expressed concerns about the potential over conservatisms of fire PRAs 
 
(b) RG 1.200 & RG 1.205 Interface 
Industry has expressed concerns that the FAQ process on NUREG\CR-6850 related FAQs 
undermines the peer review process endorsed by the staff via RG 1.200. 

 
(c) Tracking Cumulative Risk 
The staff has challenges with respect to implementing the regulatory requirement in Section 
2.4.1 of NFPA 805;……”if previous changes have increased risk, but have met the 
acceptance criteria, the cumulative effect of those changes must be evaluated……..” 

 
(d) Variability of licensing basis due to its reliance on PRA 
The performance-based and risk-informed evaluations which form the licensing basis with 
respect to the NFPA 805 will be dynamic in that unlike 3-hr barriers, they will change 
relatively frequently when the state-of-the-art improves. 



 
Suggestions that NEI (John Butler) made 
 
- NEI will take an initiative to consider an action report the fire CDFs periodically.  

Obviously, John must get such a proposal approved by the appropriate committees at 
NEI.  If approved, such an initiative could assist addressing staff concerns articulated 
under item (b), (c), and (d). 
 

-       NEI and NRC should start a dialogue to develop a clear demarcation between "methods" 
that require 
      prior NRC approval, and "methods" that the NRC can rely on the peer process for 
approval.  Such an             
     initiative would address concerns on (a) and (b). 
 
Next Action: 
 
Start a dialogue at a public meeting, after vetting these ideas with NRR staff. 
 

 
 
Sunil D. Weerakkody, Ph. D. 
Deputy Director of Fire Protection 
Division of Risk Assessment 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
Address: 
Mail Stop O-10 C-15 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
Tel: 301-415-2870 
Email: Sunil.Weerakkody@nrc.gov 
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