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Number 
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Summary 

Full Text 

USACE – 12 

 

33 CFR 320.4 

40 CFR 230.10 

Provide anticipated 
completion date for the 
conceptual and final wetland 
mitigation plan.  Provide the 
conceptual and final wetland 
mitigation plan in accordance 
with 33 CFR Part 332. 

Provide a timeline for when the final wetland mitigation plan will be 
provided. Be advised that any proposed mitigation plan for the project 
will be reviewed for compliance with the Federal "Mitigation Rule" (33 
CFR Part 332-Compensatory Mitigation for Losses of Aquatic 
Resources). The "Mitigation Rule" emphasizes that the Corps use a 
watershed approach to determine compensatory mitigation.  Provide a 
discussion on how the final wetland mitigation plan will incorporate a 
watershed approach and comply with the “Mitigation Rule.”  Provide a 
final wetland mitigation plan that includes the following: 

a) Summarize all project-related impacts to wetlands (acreage 
and UMAM functional losses from site impacts, associated 
facilities impacts and floodplain compensation impacts); 

b) Identify all sites where the mitigation will occur; 

c) Provide information and justification for any proposed 
mitigation based on the watershed approach. The conceptual 
mitigation plan submitted as part of the Site Certification 
Application (SCA) does not appear to conform to the Mitigation 
Rule, specifically out-of-basin mitigation is proposed for much 
of the offsite project facilities.  According to 33 CFR Part 
332.3c(1) a watershed approach is defined as follows: 
"Watershed approach to compensatory mitigation. (1) The 
district engineer must use a watershed approach to establish 
compensatory mitigation requirements in DA permits to the  
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USACE – 12 (cont.) 

 

 extent appropriate and practicable.  Where a watershed plan is 
available, the district engineer will determine whether the plan 
is appropriate for use in the watershed approach for 
compensatory mitigation. In cases where the district engineer 
determines that an appropriate watershed plan is available, the 
watershed approach should be based on that plan. Where no 
such plan is available, the watershed approach should be 
based on information provided by the project sponsor or 
available from other sources. The ultimate goal of a watershed 
approach is to maintain and improve the quality and quantity of 
aquatic resources within watersheds through strategic 
selection of compensatory mitigation sites."  

d) Delineate all wetlands on the mitigation sites and assess their 
UMAM functions; 

e) Describe the components of the mitigation plan to be 
implemented.  Note that mitigation could be achieved through 
wetland creation, wetland enhancement, wetland restoration, 
or by purchasing mitigation credits from an approved mitigation 
bank;  

f) Provide a UMAM analysis demonstrating that that unavoidable 
wetland impacts are adequately mitigated for;  

g) Describe a monitoring plan with success criteria for the 
mitigation wetlands; and 

h) Present a schedule for implementing and monitoring the 
wetland mitigation plan. 

 

 

 

 



RAI 
Number 

Question 
Summary 

Full Text 

USACE – 13 

 

33 CFR 320.4 

40 CFR 230.10 

Provide the anticipated 
completion date for the 
additional terrestrial resource 
assessments. 

Provide a timeline for when the terrestrial resource surveys (to be 
required under the proposed FDEP conditions for certification) will be 
completed for the associated offsite facilities, including the final rights-
of-way for the transmission lines.  Provide the following assessments 
based upon the survey findings: 

a) The presence of, potential impacts to, and proposed mitigation 
for federal and state listed species detected along the 
associated offsite facilities; 

b) The presence of, and expected impacts to wetlands delineated 
along the associated offsite facilities; and 

c) The presence of, and expected impacts to FLUCCS cover 
types along the associated offsite facilities. 
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