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Christopher Ryder, Project Manager IRA/
Fuel Manufacturing Branch
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and Safeguards
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SUMMARY OF A CONFERENCE CALL WITH WESTINGHOUSE
COLUMBIA FUEL FABRICATION FACILITY

At the Westinghouse Columbia Fuel Fabrication Facility, a defect in an item relied on for

safety (IROFS) was not reported under Part 21. Instead, the defect was reported under Part 70.

The staff held a conference call on Thursday, May 28, 2009, to discuss the lack of reporting

under Part 21.
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SUMMARY OF PHONE CALL WITH WESTINGHOUSE
COLUMBIA FUEL FABRICATION FACILITY
REGARDING
REPORTING OF EVENT ON MARCH 23, 2009
(Docket: 70-1151. License: SNM-1107)

General

A safety bulletin (Ref. 1) issued by the vendor of a programmable logic control (PLC) stated that
when the PLC lights extinguish, in rare instances, the outputs of the PLC may remain in their
last state prior to the failure; the lights-out condition may fail to drive the outputs to the expected
state. The PLCs at issue at the Westinghouse Columbia Fuel Fabrication Facility are on
sintering furnaces. These particular PLCs are designated as an item relied on for safety
(IROFS). The defect was reported under Part 70, Appendix A (b)(2) as Reference 2. Other
reporting requirements in Part 70 were also met.

Date of the Conference Call

Monday, May 28, 2009.

Purpose

The purpose of the conference call was to discuss with Westinghouse staff why the defective
PLC was not reported under Part 21.

Participants

Christopher Ryder, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Project Manager, Fuel
Manufacturing Branch, Fuel Facility Licensing Directorate, Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and
Safeguards

Margaret Kotzalas, Chief, Mixed Oxide and Uranium Deconversion Branch, Special Projects
and Technical Support Directorate, Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards

Gerard Couture, Manager, Licensing and Regulatory Programs, Westinghouse Columbia Fuel
Fabrication Facility (CFFF)

Michelle Gutman, General Council, Westinghouse

Iltems Discussed

The licensee implemented a patch to the PLCs from the PLC vendor, even though there were
no indications of defects in the PLCs at the Westinghouse CFFF plant. The patch was
implemented, first on non-safety related PLCs to be sure that the patch could be properly done,
then on PLCs that were declared as IROFS.

Reference 1 had been evaluated by the licensee staff and found not to meet the criteria for
reporting under Part 21. The basis was not known by either G. Couture or M. Gutman. The
licensee staff also stated that Westinghouse is responsible for informing NRC, not for informing
other licensees using the PLC. The other licensees are the responsibility of the PLC vendor.

Enclosure



§21.1 states that an individual who obtains information indicating that a component with defects,
that could create a substantial safety hazard, must immediately notify the Commission of the
defects, unless the individual has actual knowledge that the Commission has been adequately
informed. Because the event was reported under Part 70, the licensee had actual knowledge
that the Commission had been notified. Therefore, the intent of Part 21 was met.

References

1. GE FANUC, Safety Bulletin No: M-OI-09-01, “When a CPU/CMUINIU goes "lights out",
RX3i outputs do not go to the expected state”, February 2009.

2. G. Couture, Manager, Licensing & Regulatory Programs, Westinghouse Columbia Fuel
Fabrication Facility, “Westinghouse Reported Event 30-Day Follow Up Report”, LTR-RAC-
09-32, April 13, 2009.
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