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Dear Mr. Ruland:

On March 19, 2009, the NRC Staff met with the industry Gas Accumulation Management Team
(GAT) to discuss the status of industry and NRC activities to address system gas accumulation
management. During the meeting, the GAT received agreement to review and comment on the
NRC generic letter (GL) assessment guidance. The main focus of our comments is to address what
aspects of the guidance are consistent with the requirements of the GL responses and which aspects
are outside the bounds of GL responses, but represent the NRC’s effort to address the operability
assessment of the fleet regarding gas accumulation. The enclosure provides the industry comments
to the NRC proposed assessment guidance.

As discussed above, the industry comments address information necessary, in our opinion, to allow
the staff to close out the generic letter responses. Following a review of the comments, it is our
understanding from the meeting that the following actions would then follow:

¢ NRC will issue a letter to NEI providing the final assessment criteria for GL closure.

e NEI will distribute the final acceptance criteria to licensees for consideration and voluntary
responses.

e Following this letter, the NRC will issue plant specific letters with the result of the Staff
reviews and identify areas where additional information is needed to complete their reviews.

e There is the potential for additional plant specific requests for additional information if more
details are needed following the plant specific letter.
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Note, the GAT and industry continue to work on improving performance in identifying and mitigating
system gas accumulation. As presented in the March 19, 2009 meeting, a number of industry
significant tasks have been initiated and are in progress towards addressing gas accumulation. In
addition, plants have performed significant work in the areas of engineering analysis, walk-downs,
inspections, and modifications to address the potential for system gas accumulation in response to
GL 2008-01.

NEI and the GAT very much appreciate the opportunity to comment on the draft guidance. We look
forward to continuing to work with the Staff on this issue to bring about its successful resolution.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at 202.739.8137; jhr@nei.org or Mike
Melton 202.739.8049; mam@nei.org.

Sincerely,
James H. Riley
Enclosure
c: Mr. Sher Bahadur, NRR/ADES/DSS, NRC
Mr. Gregory V. Cranston, NRR/ADES/DSS/SRS, NRC

Mr. Warren C. Lyon, NRR/ADES/DSS/SRS, NRC

Mr. Alexander Marion, NEI
GAT Members
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