May 28, 2009

G. Paul Bollwerk, Ill, Chair Dr. Anthony J. Baratta
Administrative Judge Administrative Judge

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Dr. William W. Sager

Administrative Judge

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

In the Matter of
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
(Bellefonte Nuclear Power Plant, Units 3 and 4)
Docket Nos. 52-014 and 52-015

Dear Administrative Judges:

In a March 31, 2009 letter, the NRC staff (“Staff’) informed the Board and the parties that
it would provide an updated schedule by this date. The Staff’s review of the Bellefonte
Combined License (“COL”) Application continues to encounter uncertainties that prevent the
Staff from providing the Board with a schedule. For the reasons discussed below, the Staff now
believes that it will not be able to provide the Board with a complete schedule until the first
calendar quarter of 2010.

Specifically, the Staff's review schedule has been impacted by (i) the Applicant’s update
of the hydrology portions of its Application as stated in the Staff's March 31, 2009, letter to the
Board; (ii) an April 3, 2009, letter from the Staff to Westinghouse that provided a revision to the

AP1000 design certification amendment review schedule (ML090770458); and, (iii) NuStart
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Energy Development’s letter of April 28, 2009, informing the Staff that it was changing the
reference COL application from Bellefonte Units 3 and 4 to Vogtle Units 3 and 4
(ML091210083).

As a result of the issuance of a revised schedule for the design certification amendment,
the Staff is reevaluating all of the COL schedules. Due to Vogtle’s designation as the reference
COL, the Staff is currently working to develop a detailed schedule for the review of the Vogtle
COL through the issuance of the final Safety Evaluation Report (“SER”). Once this effort has
been completed, the Staff will reassess the schedules for all of the COL reviews. As part of this
effort, the Staff will develop a complete schedule for both the safety and environmental reviews
for Bellefonte.

As discussed in the April 28, 2009, letter from NuStart, the SER with open items for
Bellefonte remains a high priority item to support an orderly transition to Vogtle as the reference
COL. The Staff plans for the completion of the Bellefonte SER with open items to coincide with
the completion of the Westinghouse AP1000 SER with open items. The Staff’s April 3, 2009,
letter informed Westinghouse that the target date for completing the last chapter of the SER with
open items is January 2010. The SER with open items for Bellefonte is being issued on a
chapter by chapter basis, and the Staff has scheduled a series of meetings with the Advisory
Committee on Reactor Safeguards in the July, October, and November 2009, time frame to
discuss various chapters of the SER with open items. The Bellefonte SER with open items will
not include a hydrology evaluation. The Staff expects to have a schedule established for the

hydrology portions of the safety and environmental reviews by the first calendar quarter of 2010.
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If any significant new information affecting the schedule comes to the Staff’s attention in
the meantime -- including if the Staff is able to finalize the schedule for any large portion of its

review -- the Staff will inform the Board and parties promptly.

Respectfully submitted,

Isigned (electronically) by/
Jody C. Martin
Counsel for NRC Staff
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-15 D21
Washington, DC 20555-0001
(301) 415-1569
Jody.Martin@nrc.gov

Dated at Rockville, Maryland
this 28th day of May, 2009.
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| hereby certify that copies of NRC Staff letter dated May 28, 2009, have been served upon the
following persons by Electronic Information Exchange this 28th day of May, 2009:

Administrative Judge

G. Paul Bollwerk, Ill, Chair

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Mail Stop — T-3 F23

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

(E-mail: gpb@nrc.gov)

Administrative Judge

Dr. Anthony J. Baratta

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Mail Stop — T-3 F23

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

(E-mail: ajp5@nrc.gov)

Administrative Judge

Dr. William W. Sager

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Mail Stop — T-3 F23

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

(E-mail: wws1@nrc.gov)

Office of the Secretary

ATTN: Docketing and Service

Mail Stop 0-16C1

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

(E-mail: HEARINGDOCKET@nrc.gov)

Office of Commission Appellate
Adjudication

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555-0001

(E-mail: ocaamail@nrc.gov)

Louis A. Zeller

Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League
P.O. Box 88

Glendale Springs, NC 28629

(E-mail: BREDL@skybest.com)



Sara Barczak

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy
428 Bull Street

Savannah, GA 31401

(E-mail: sara@cleanenergy.org)

Edward J. Vigluicci, Esq.

Scott A. Vance, Esq.

Tennessee Valley Authority

400 W. Summit Hill Dr., WT 6A-K
Knoxville, TN 37902

(E-mail: ejvigluicci@tva.gov
savance@tva.gov)
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Steven P. Frantz, Esq.

Stephen J. Burdick, Esq.
Jonathan M. Rund, Esq.

Alan H. Gutterman, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

(E-mail: sfrantz@morganlewis.com
sburdick@morganlewis.com
jrund@morganlewis.com
agutterman@morganlewis.com)

Louise Gorenflo

Bellefonte Efficiency & Sustainability Team
185 Hood Drive

Crossville, TN 38555

(E-mail: Igorenflo@gmail.com)

Isigned (electronically) by/
Jody C. Martin
Counsel for NRC Staff
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-15 D21
Washington, DC 20555-0001
(301) 415-1569
Jody.Martin@nrc.gov
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