
  

 
 
 
May 29, 2009 

 
 
 
 
Michael Seidl 
Pachulski and Strang 
919 N. Market Street, 17th Floor 
PO Box 8705 
Wilmington, DE 19899-8705 
 
SUBJECT: FILENE’S BASEMENT’S TRITIUM EXIT SIGNS 
 
Dear Mr. Seidl: 
 
This letter is being sent to you in regard to your client, Filene’s Basement, which the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) understands is currently undergoing liquidation.  NRC 
records indicate that Filene’s Basement possesses devices containing low levels of radioactive 
material.  The radioactive material is called tritium, and it is contained within exit signs Filene’s 
Basement acquired. Upon receipt of such signs, Filene’s Basement became a general licensee 
of the NRC pursuant to Title 10, Section 31.5 in the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR 31.5).  
It is also likely that Filene’s Basement is a general licensee in one or more of the 36 Agreement 
States (states which have signed agreements with the NRC to independently regulate the use of 
radioactive materials) which regulate these signs in their jurisdictions.   
 
Although the tritium contained within these signs does not present a hazard when the signs are 
used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, NRC regulations nevertheless require 
that licensees properly account for, transfer, or dispose of the signs so that members of the 
public are not needlessly exposed to the low-level radiation within them. 
 
For properties once in Filene’s Basement possession, whether owned by Filene’s Basement or 
not, and which contained tritium exit signs that Filene’s Basement acquired, the NRC would 
emphasize that, pursuant to the requirements of 10 CFR 31.5, Filene’s Basement must either 
properly transfer possession of any tritium signs or arrange for the proper disposal of such 
signs.   
 
In addition, if it is discovered that any tritium exit sign is lost, stolen, missing or damaged, 
Filene’s Basement or a designated representative must make a report to the NRC or to the 
appropriate Agreement State as required by 10 CFR 20.2201 and 10 CFR 31.5(c)(5).  Reports 
for signs in NRC jurisdiction (which includes U.S. Possessions and Territories) should be made 
by calling 1-800-532-3469.  Enclosure 1 contains a list of the contacts in the Agreement States.   
 
Enclosure 2 is a list of tritium exit signs sold to Filene’s Basement in areas of NRC jurisdiction, 
and contains the name of the sign manufacturers who can provide you with a more complete 
inventory of signs purchased by Filene’s Basement for all jurisdictions.    
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Should you have any questions, please contact Angela McIntosh at 301-415-5030 or send an 
email to MSEA@nrc.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ CEinberg for 
 

 James G. Luehman, Deputy Director 
 Licensing and Inspections Directorate 
 Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements 
 Office of Federal and State Materials 
    and Environmental Management Programs 

 
Enclosures: 
1.  List of Agreement States 
2.  List of Tritium Exit Signs Sold to Filene’s Basement 
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ENCLOSURE 1 
List of Agreement States and Contact Information 

 
Instructions:  You may have a facility located in one or several of the Agreement States listed 
below.  If you discover a damaged tritium exit sign in a facility located in one of the Agreement 
States, please make an immediate telephone report to the contact listed for that particular State.   

 

AGREEMENT STATES 
ALABAMA 
Kirksey E. Whatley, Director  
Office of Radiation Control  
Alabama Department of Public Health  
201 Monroe Street 
The RSA Tower, Suite 700 
P.O. Box 303017  
Montgomery, AL 36130-3017  
PH (334)206-5391 FX (334)206-5387  
kwhatley@adph.state.al.us  
 

ARKANSAS 
Jared W. Thompson 
AR Department of Health 
Radioactive Materials Program   
4815 West Markham, Slot H-30 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
PH (501)661-2173 FX (501)661-2849   
jared.thompson@arkansas.gov  

ARIZONA 
Aubrey V. Godwin, Director   
Arizona Radiation Regulatory Agency   
4814 South 40th Street   
Phoenix, AZ 85040   
PH (602)255-4845 ext. 222  
FX (602)437-0705  
agodwin@azrra.gov  

CALIFORNIA 
Gary W. Butner 
Radiologic Health Branch   
P.O. Box 997414, MS 7610  
Sacramento, CA 95899-7414   
PH (916)440-7942 FX (916)440-7999   
gary.butner@cdph.ca.gov 

COLORADO 
Steve Tarlton, Acting Director 
Hazardous Materials & Waste Management 
Division  
Department of Public Health and Environment 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, CO 80246-1530 
PH (303)692-3423 FX (303)759-5355 
steve.tarlton@state.co.us  

FLORIDA 
William A. Passetti, Chief   
Bureau of Radiation Control   
Florida Department of Health   
4052 Bald Cypress Way, SE, Bin C21  
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1741   
PH (850)245-4266 FX (850)487-0435    
bill_passetti@doh.state.fl.us 

GEORGIA 
Cynthia Sanders, Program Manager   
Radioactive Materials Program   
Department of Natural Resources   
4244 International Parkway, Suite 114   
Atlanta, GA 30354   
PH (404)362-2675 FX (404)362-2653   
csanders@dnr.state.ga.us 

 ILLINOIS 
Joseph G. Klinger, Assistant Director 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency 
Division of Nuclear Safety 
1035 Outer Park Drive  
Springfield, IL 62704   
PH (217)785-9868 FX (217)524-4724   
Joe.Klinger@illinois.gov 

 IOWA 
Melanie Rasmusson, Chief   
Bureau of Radiological Health   
Iowa Department of Public Health   
Lucas Office Bldg., 5th Floor 
321 East 12th Street  
Des Moines, IA 50319   
PH (515) 281-3478 FX (515)281-4529   
mrasmuss@idph.state.ia.us 

 KANSAS 
Thomas A. Conley, RRPT, CHP,  
Section Chief Radiation and Asbestos Control  
KS Dept of Health & Environment  
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 310 
Topeka, KS 66612-1366  
PH (785)296-1565 FX (785)296-0984  
tconley@kdhe.state.ks.us 



 

 

 

 

AGREEMENT STATES 
KENTUCKY 
Dewey Crawford, Manager 
Radiation Health Branch   
Cabinet for Health and Family Services   
275 East Main Street, Mail Stop HS-1C-A    
Frankfort, KY 40621-0001   
PH (502)564-3700 ext 3695; FX (502)564-7815  
Dewey.Crawford@ky.gov 
 

LOUISIANA 
Jeff Meyers, Administrator 
Emergency & Radiological Services Div. 
Environmental Compliance 
P.O. Box 4312 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4312 
PH (225)219-3624 FX (225)219-4044 
jeff.meyers@la.gov  

MAINE 
Jay Hyland, Manager   
Radiation Control Program   
Division of Health Engineering   
11 State House Station 
286 Water St, Key Plaza, 4th Floor   
Augusta, ME 04333  
PH (207)287-5677 FX (207)287-3059   
jay.hyland@Maine.gov 

MARYLAND 
Roland G. Fletcher 
Environmental Program Manager III  
Radiological Health Program   
Air & Radiation Management Adm.  
Maryland Dept of the Environment   
1800 Washington Blvd 
Suite 750 
Baltimore, MD 21230-1724 
PH (410)537-3300 FX (410)537-3198   
rfletcher@mde.state.md.us  

MASSACHUSETTES 
Robert Walker, Director   
Radiation Control Program   
Department of Public Health   
Schrafft Center, Suite 1M2A 
529 Main Street 
Charlestown, MA 02129 
PH (617)242-3035, x2001 FX (617)242-3457 
bob.walker@state.ma.us 

MINNESOTA 
Tom Hogan, Supervisor 
Indoor Environments and Radiation Section 
Environmental Health Division  
Department of Health   
P.O. Box 64975  
St. Paul, MN 55164-0975   
PH (651)201-4602 FX (651)201-4606 
tom.hogan@health.state.mn.us 

MISSISSIPPI 
B.J. Smith, Administrator 
Division of Radiological Health 
Radioactive Materials Branch 
State Department of Health   
3150 Lawson Street, P.O. Box 1700  
Jackson, MS 39215-1700   
PH (601)987-6893 
bjsmith@msdh.state.ms.us 

 NEBRASKA 
Julia A. Schmitt, Program Manager 
NE Dept. of Health & Human Services 
Division of Public Health 
301 Centennial Mall South  
P.O. Box 95026 
Lincoln, NE 68509-5026 
PH (402) 471-0528 FX (402) 471-0169 
julia.schmitt@nebraska.gov 

NEVADA 
Karen Beckley, Program Director (Interim 
Appointment) 
Radiological Health Section Supervisor   
Bureau of Health Protection Services  
Nevada State Health Division  
4150 Technology Way, Suite 300  
Carson City, NV 89706  
PH (775)687-7540 
FX (775)687-7552 
kbeckley@nvhd.state.nv.us 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Dennis O'Dowd, Administrator 
Radiological Health Section  
Dept of Health and Human Services 
29 Hazen Drive   
Concord, NH 03301-6504  
PH (603)271-4588 FX (603)225-2325   
dodowd@dhhs.state.nh.us 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

AGREEMENT STATES 
NEW MEXICO 
John Parker, Chief 
Radiation Control Bureau 
Field Operations Division   
Environment  Department 
Harold S. Runnels Bldg. 
1190 St. Francis Drive, Rm S2100 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-4173 
or    
P.O. Box 26110   
Santa Fe, NM 87502-6110   
PH (505)827-2855 FX (505)476-3232   
john.parker@state.nm.us 
 

NEW YORK 
Stephen Gavitt, CHP   
Bureau of Environmental Radiation Protection and 
Environmental Exposure Investigations 
547 River Street  
Troy, NY 12180 
PH (518)402-7550 FX (518)402-7554   
smg03@health.state.ny.us 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Lee Cox, Acting Chief 
Radiation Protection Section   
Division of Environmental Health  
Dept of Environment & Natural Resources  
3825 Barrett Drive   
Raleigh, NC 27609-7221   
PH (919)571-4141 ext. 211  
FX (919)571-4148   
lee.cox@ncmail.net 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Terry L. O'Clair, Director   
North Dakota Dept of Health 
Division of Air Quality, 2nd Floor   
918 East Divide Ave. 
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947  
PH (701)328-5188 FX (701)328-5200   
toclair@nd.gov 

OHIO 
Robert Owen, Chief   
Bureau of Radiation Protection   
Ohio Department of Health   
246 North High Street  
Columbus, OH 43215   
PH (614)644-2727 FX (614)466-0381   
Robert.Owen@odh.ohio.gov 

OKLAHOMA 
Mike Broderick, Environmental Program 
Administrator   
Radiation Management Section   
OK Dept of Environmental Quality   
P.O. Box 1677   
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1677   
PH (405)702-5155 FX (405)702-5101  
mike.broderick@deq.state.ok.us 

OREGON 
Terry D. Lindsey, Program Director  
Radiation Protection Services 
Oregon Health Services 
Department of Human Services  
800 NE Oregon Street, Suite 640   
Portland, OR 97232-2162   
PH (971)673-0499 
FX (971) 673-0553 
terry.d.lindsey@state.or.us 

PENNSYLVANIA 
David Allard, CHP, Director   
Bureau of Radiation Protection   
Dept. of Environmental Protection   
P.O. Box 8469   
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8469   
PH (717)787-2480 FX (717)783-8965   
djallard@state.pa.us  

RHODE ISLAND 
Marie Stoeckel, Chief of Operations 
RI Department of Health 
Office of Facilities Regulations 
3 Capitol Hill, Room 306 
Providence, RI 02908 
PH (401)222-4520 FX (401)222-3999   
marie.stoeckel@health.ri.gov  

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Aaron A. Gantt, Chief 
Dept of Health & Environmental Control 
Bureau of Radiological Health  
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
PH (803)545-4420  
FX (803)545-4412  
ganttaa@dhec.sc.gov 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

AGREEMENT STATES 
TENNESSEE 
L. Edward Nanney, Director   
Division of Radiological Health   
TN Dept of Environment & Conservation  
L&C Annex, Third Floor  
401 Church Street   
Nashville, TN 37243-1532   
PH (615)532-0364 FX (615)532-7938   
eddie.nanney@state.tn.us 
 

TEXAS 
Richard A. Ratliff, P.E., L.M.P., Chief   
Bureau of Radiation Control 
Dept. of State Health Services 
Division for Regulatory Services 
P.O. Box 149347-Mail Code 2835 
Austin, TX 78714-9347   
PH (512)834-6679 FX (512)834-6708   
richard.ratliff@dshs.state.tx.us 

UTAH 
Dane Finerfrock, Director 
Division of Radiation Control   
Dept. of Environmental Quality   
168 North 1950 West   
P.O. Box 144850   
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4850   
PH (801)536-4257 FX (801)533-4097   
dfinerfrock@utah.gov 

VIRGINIA   
Leslie Foldesi, CHP, Director 
Division of Radiological Health 
Department of Health 
James Madison Bldg. 
109 Governor Street, Rm. 730 
Richmond, VA 23219 
PH (804) 864-8151 
Les.foldesi@vdh.virginia.gov 

WASHINGTON 
Gary L. Robertson , Director   
Division of Radiation Protection   
Department of Health   
111 Israel Road SE, Town Center 2   
P.O. Box 47827   
Olympia, WA 98504-7827   
PH (360)236-3210 FX (360)236-2255 
gary.robertson@doh.wa.gov  

WISCONSIN 
Paul Schmidt, Manager   
Radiation Protection Section   
Division of Public Health   
Dept of Health and Family Services   
P.O. Box 2659   
Madison, WI 53701-2659   
PH (608)267-4792 FX (608)267-4799   
paul.schmidt@wisconsin.gov 

 



 

 

 

ENCLOSURE 2 
List of Filene’s Basement Tritium Exit Signs 

 
 
All signs sold to:  Filene’s Basement, 5065 Main Street, Trumbell, CT  
 
Sign Manufacturer:  Safety Light Corporation 
 
Sales Contact:   Susan Vergas 
 
Number sold:  27 
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