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I 
Director 
9ffice of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management Enforcement 
f-ttention: Angela R. McIntosh, Mail Stop T8-E24 
\,l.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 
!
 
I
 

Subject: US NRC January 16, 2009 Letter and attached Demand for Information (DFI) 
!
 

I
 

Oear Ms. Mcintosh, 
! 

+lyeska Pipeline Service Company (Alyeska) is in receipt of the above referenced letter and DFl. The DFl . 
requires a response within 60 days of the January 16, 2009 letter with certain information about tritium exit 

I 

signs. Alyeska has responded to the Of[ to the extent reasonably possible since its receipt. Via this letter 
~lyeska provides a response to the information expected in section III of the DFl. However, we have 
requested additional time to complete our work and have done so formally at the conclusion of the letter. 

I 

NRC requires that if any tritium exit sign is damaged, the operation of the sign is immediately suspended and 
reported to NRC within 30 days of discovery. In the review conducted as a result of the DFI, no damaged exit 
signs were discovered. 

I 

NRC also requires immediate telephone reporting if any tritium exit sign is lost, stolen or missing. However, 
the OFl states that the NRC will accept a complete response to the DFl as meeting this reporting requirement. 
Alyeska 's operations are solely within Alaska and Alaska is not an Agreement State. 

I 

l;he following discussion is directly responsive to the five (5) items of information required by the OFl: 
I 

I!l.A. Explain how you ensure compliance with NRC requirements applying to the possession, transfer, and 
disposal oftritium exit signs that are in possession. IdentifY and provide contact information for the 

I
individual appointed who is responsible for ensuring day to day compliance with these requirements. 

I 
Alyeska has in place a Preventive Maintenance (PM) work order system that inventories the location of 
tntium exit signs at Alyeska facilities. Purchase of new tritium exit signs has been restricted in the Alyeska 
c?mputerized materials stock system, which requires approval prior to purchase a tritium sign and provides a· 
non-radioactive exit sign as a suggested substitution. 

I 

Trc Alycska employee who is appointed for day-to-day compliance with the NRC requirements is Linda 
Epwards, who can be reached at (907) 787-8946 or 1·.~i\\ardsI.T~?I':'L:_sk~\:pipe!!IlL:ft)rllbye-mail. 

! 

IIf-B. State the number of tritium exit signs current~y in possession and the number ofexit signs that, 
atcording 10 records, should be in possession. 

I 

A/yeska's records show a total of735 tritium exit signs have been purchased. Of the total, 563 signs are 
currently in Alyeska's possession. 

I. 

! 
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81 signs are presently unaccounted for. Active efforts are underway to identify the location of these signs. It 
is likely that some were sent to SRB Technologies, Inc, 2580 Landmark Drive, Winston-Salem, NC 27103 for 
recycling but that has not been confirmed. We will attempt to confirm that over the next few weeks. 

228 signs were located at Alyeska's previous corporate office location: 1835 South Bragaw, Anchorage, AK 
99512. Alyeska was a tenant lessee at that facility. Upon termination of the lease Alyeska vacated the 
buildings in March, 2003. A review of Alyeska records indicate that the exit signs were removed upon 
termination of the lease. We are presently unable to determine the current status of these signs. We will 
attempt to further dcfine their status over the next few weeks. 

lli. C. Explain reasons for any discrepancy between the number oftritium exit signs currently in possession 
and the number ofsigns that should be in possession. 

We understand that 3 other signs are located in a warehouse bay that Alyeska previously leased and occupied 
as a tenant for the storage of company records. In 2007, the warehouse bay lease was terminated. We 
understand the bay is now leased to the Anchorage Daily News. The warehouse is owned by Frampton & 
Ominsky, 2525 Blueberry Rd # 204, Anchorage, AK 99503, (907) 276-1007, ww.akofficeproperties.com. 

Between 2003 and 2009, 85 signs were removed and sent for recycling to SRB. 

llI.D. Describe any actions taken, or plan to be taken, to locate tritium exit signs that should be, but are not, 
in possession. 

As a result of the DF1, Alyeska reviewed all of its records relating to tritium exit signs, including those that 
should have been in Alyeska's possession, completed a physical verification of the location of those signs, 
and reviewed internal records for signs that were recycled after removal when expired. Records prior to 2003 
were not easily retrievable. Many of these signs were purchased during original construction of the facilities 
as far back as the 1970's. Additional records will be reviewed to determine the disposition ofthc missing 
signs. 

llI.E. Describe any actions taken, or plan to take, to preventfuture losses oftritium exit signs. 

Alyeska has in place a preventive maintenance (PM) procedure that requires a physical inventory of the
 
location of tritium exit signs at Alyeska facilities once every five years. If a sign is damaged or within five
 
years of the expiration date the sign is replaced. The old sign is sent to SRB for recycling.
 

Purchase of new tritium exit signs has been restricted in the Alyeska computerized materials stock system,
 
which requires approval prior to purchase a tritium exit sign. A non-radioactive exit sign is a suggested
 
substitution. Alyeska plans to phase out the use of tritium exit signs.
 

Request fOT Extension 
Alyeska has made an extensive effort to thoroughly review its records and the history of its possession of 
signs. We have been somewhat successful in that effort. As you can see from the discussions above, we have 
not been able to completely reconcile our records. We believe there is possibly more information about the 
status of the signs. Unfortunately, due to our long history of sign usage, multi-facility location, and facilities 
that we no longer lease, Alyeska was unable to complete the review and data gathering to the extent desired. 
Alyeska operates numerous facilities over the entire length of the Trans Alaska Pipeline System and has done 
so for more that 30 years. TAPS is over 800 miles long and includes a large number of facilities where signs 
were used. Alyeska respectfully requests an additional 60 days from the date of this letter to complete its 

: review and finalize its response to the expected information. In the meantime the information provided is • 
i done so to the best of our ability to provide the expected information. 
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i If you have any questions, please contact Linda Edwards at (907) 787-8946 or bye-mail at 
IEdwardsLTCil{alyeska-pipeiine.com. 
! 

iBased on information and belief formed after reasonable inquiry,l certify that the statements and 
IInformation provided within this document is we, accurate, and complete. 

!Respectfully. 

l/l~It: r,rRutz
 

Environmental Manager
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