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From: Charlie Crist [Charlie.Crist@eog.myflorida.com]

Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 8:26 AM

To: fdot@dot.state.fl.us

Cc: Office of Citizens Services

Subject: FW: Ocala Star Banner Article on Opposition to Proposed Dunnellon Railway to Planned
Nuclear Plant in Levy County
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From: Sue Meadow [mailto:smeadows@mfi.net]

Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 8:03 AM

To: Governor Charlie Crist

Subject: Ocala Star Banner Article on Opposition to Proposed Dunnellon Railway to Planned Nuclear Plant in Levy County

Dear Governor Crist:

Attached is an article published in the Ocala Star Banner today, on events concerning our opposition to a Dunnellon,

FL Railway to the planned nuclear plant in Levy County. This railway, proposed by Progress Energy will cause grave
harm to our community. On July 28, | e-mailed you my letter of concern listing many of my concerns. Please listen to your
constituents and support us. Thank you.

Nettie Sue Meadows
21835 SW 91st Loop
Dunnellon, FL 34431

352 489 8320

Attachment:



Hearing Ildentifier: Levy_County_COL_NonPublic
Email Number: 105

Mail Envelope Properties (21FA2802388E16418A98250FDEDB3FDEQ01071895)

Subject: FW: Ocala Star Banner Article on Opposition to Proposed Dunnellon Railway to
Planned Nuclear Plant in Levy County

Sent Date: 7/31/2008 8:26:27 AM

Received Date: 7/31/2008 8:28:29 AM

From: Charlie Crist

Created By: Charlie.Crist@eog.myflorida.com

Recipients:

"Office of Citizens Services" <OfficeofCitizensServices@dep.state.fl.us>
Tracking Status: None

"fdot@dot.state.fl.us" <fdot@dot.state.fl.us>

Tracking Status: None

Post Office: tlhexsmbb5.floridadep.net

Files Size Date & Time

MESSAGE 819 7/31/2008 8:28:29 AM
Hundreds oppose rail spur for planned nuclear facility.doc 35392
Options

Priority: Standard

Return Notification: No

Reply Requested: No

Sensitivity: Normal

Expiration Date:
Recipients Received:



Hundreds oppose rail spur for planned
nuclear facility

By SUSAN LATHAM CARR
Star-Banner

Published: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 at 6:30 a.m.

Last Modified: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 at 6:49 a.m.

DUNNELLON - It was standing room only Tuesday morning at the Rainbow Springs
clubhouse as people listened to what Progress Energy Florida had to say about a rail line
it wants to build through Dunnellon to a planned nuclear plant in Levy County.
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Shirley Medlin, of the Rainbow River Railroad Committee residents group, speaks
against Progress Energy's plans for a rail line during a town meeting Tuesday at Rainbow
Springs near Dunnellon.

"The truth is, we heard Progress Energy's canned speech to the community," said Ted
Medlin, whose property abuts the proposed rail line and who heads the Rainbow River
Railroad Committee, which opposes the line. "They were very non-specific answers to
our questions. They were ambiguous."

The Railroad Committee and the Rainbow Springs Property Owners Association
sponsored the meeting so area residents could learn more about the proposed line and
express their concerns.

Carla Groleau, Progress Energy's manager of community relations, told the crowd of
about 265 area residents that the company is still "early in the process" of deciding where
to put the line, but is considering building a 13-mile industrial rail spur to connect the
proposed two-unit Levy County nuclear plant with an existing CSX line.

The proposed rail corridor, which lies partially along an existing abandoned line, crosses
U.S. 41 just north of Jan's Nursery in Dunnellon. The company wants to use the existing
line because it is the most direct route to the plant.



"This industrial rail spur is to be used during construction of the new power plant, the
new nuclear plants," Groleau said. "When economically feasible, we want to use rail."

Construction of the plant - which the company has not yet formally committed to
building, though plans are moving in that direction - is expected to start roughly in 2010
and end in 2015. Groleau said the plant is needed to meet growing demands for power.

She said the plant will be an economic boost by paying taxes and bringing new jobs to
the area. And nuclear power has no greenhouse gas emissions, she said.

The news of the rail line does not sit well with area residents, particularly those who live
near the proposed line, but also those who have concerns about the frequency of the
trains, the cargo that would be carried, possible traffic delays, impacts on emergency
vehicles and environmental concerns.

Medlin and his wife, Shirley, collected about 800 signatures in opposition to the rail line,
which passes about 200 feet from their swimming pool. He and others who live near the
line are concerned about their property value declining.

Gail Simpson, Progress Energy's manager of public policy, said the company does not
provide compensation unless it buys easements, but there are "avenues" to pursue if
someone felt they had a claim.

Joanne Farrell, whose property also backs up to the proposed line, is opposed to the line.

"We bought there because it was quiet," Farrell said. "But I am also concerned about the
loss of the possible Greenway Trail. I am also concerned about the crossing on [U.S.] 41.
I don't necessarily know that we have the whole story about how it may be used, and I am
concerned that rail line may end up being used for something else."

A walking trail is proposed to be built along the abandoned rail line.

Groleau said that the line would be used during plant construction. After that, it would be
used infrequently to move equipment. She said no nuclear fuel would be moved along the
line, and spent fuel would be stored on the plant site.

Groleau said coal would not be transported because only a nuclear plant, not a coal-fired
plant, will be built.

Asked about building an overpass over U.S. 41, Groleau said the company is working
with the Department of Transportation and CSX, but it has not yet decided on a definite
route. When it does, it will seek and obtain all necessary approvals. Progress Energy is
aware of possible plans to widen U.S. 41.

Burt Eno of Rainbow River Conservation Inc. expressed concern about the line possibly
cutting across Florida Forever properties. Right now, the Goethe Forest addition, south of



the forest, is on the state's "A" list to be purchased. So is the Cool Springs property east
of the forest. Eno said another swath of land, known as Bear Hammock, southeast of
Goethe Forest, will soon be proposed as a Florida Forever property to be purchased by
the state.

After the meeting, Groleau said she was not familiar with specific Florida Forever
properties but added, "We will work with the agencies if there are plans like that."

Patricia Slattery told Groleau that Progress Energy has not told the people what the other
options are.

"We are looking at all of them, dozens of options," Groleau said without saying what
they are. "We will continue to keep you updated."
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