May 19, 2009

Mr. Brian R. Monson

Hazardous Waste Program manager

Waste Management and Remediation Division
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
1410 North Hilton

Boise, ID 83706-1255

SUBJECT: IMPORT WASTE EXEMPTION REQUEST (IW027-EX)
Dear Mr. Monson:

Enclosed for your consideration is a letter (IW027-EX) recently received by the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC), dated March 19, 2009, from US Ecology Idaho, Inc. (USEI),
requesting an exemption from the NRC requirement for a specific license to import radioactive
mixed waste. USEI is requesting the exemption to import and dispose of approximately
2,500 cubic meters of soil containing about 15% concrete and metal debris contaminated with
low concentrations of naturally occurring radium and uranium, which will be generated during
remediation and redevelopment of a Toronto property. USEI indicates that although the
proposed import is an “unimportant quantity of source material” which according to 10 CFR
§40.13(a) is exempt from NRC domestic licensing requirements, it meets the definition of
“radioactive waste’ in 10 CFR §110.2, and therefore, an exemption from the requirement for a
specific NRC import license is warranted.

It would be greatly appreciated if within three weeks of the date of this letter, you could respond
with any comments you may have concerning this exemption request, or if necessary, provide
an estimate of how much additional time may be required to complete your review and provide a
written response to NRC.

We would welcome your response by e-mail or telefax, and request that you refer to NRC
license application IW027-EX in your response. As the NRC’s point of contact for this matter,
my e-mail address is Stephen.Dembek@nrc.gov and my telefax number is (301) 415-2395. If
you respond by e-mail, please copy your response to Ms. Janice Owens at
Janice.Owens@nrc.gov.

The NRC Staff is reviewing this information and is also consulting with interested officials at the
Department of State and the Environmental Protection Agency. Your response will help NRC
staff to determine whether issuance of the exemption is consistent with the criteria in

10 CFR §110.10.
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Should you have questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at
(301) 415-2342 or Ms. Owens at (301) 415-3684.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Stephen Dembek, Branch Chief
Export Controls and International Organizations
Office of International Programs

Enclosure:
Ltr. Dtd. 03/19/09

cc w/enclosure:

G. Kim, NRC/OGC

J. Kennedy, NRC/FSME
J. Shaffner, NRC/FSME
S. Aguilar, NRC/NMSS
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