
Send by email to Angela McIntosh US NRC at  MSEA@nrc.gov  
 
 
May 8, 2009 
 
 
Director 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
and Environmental Management Programs 
Attn: Angela R. Mcintosh, Mail Stop T8-E24 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 
 
 
Re: Demand for Information and Reporting Damaged Devices 
       Containing Radioactive Material of 1/16/09 
 
Thank you for agreeing to our request for a 60 day extension to the subject Demand for 
Information.   The extra time allowed us to receive responses from over 100 DuPont 
locations in the United States. 
 
The following is the response from the DuPont company regarding the information 
requested in the 1/16/2009 Demand for information. 
 
 
A. Explain how you ensure compliance with the NRC requirements applying to the 
possession, transfer, and disposal of tritium exit signs you have acquired. Identify and 
provide contact information for the individual you have appointed who is responsible for 
ensuring day-to-day compliance with these requirements. 
 

Response:  We sent out a notification to the sites reminding them of NRC 
requirements for possession, transfer and disposal of tritium exit signs.  In addition, 
please see our response to E below. 
 
Due to our large number of locations, we can not have one individual appointed for 
the entire company who is responsible for ensuring day to day compliance with the 
requirements to properly manage tritium exit signs.   Instead DuPont designates the 
individual Radiation Safety Officer at each of our facilities as the person responsible 
for ensuring day-to-day compliance with the requirements to properly manage tritium 
exit signs at that facility.    
 

 
 B. State the number of tritium exit signs you currently possess and  the number of signs 
that, according to your records, should be in your  possession. 
 

Response: We possess 1257 tritium exit signs at over 100 locations in the US and our 
records show that we should have 1268 signs in our possession. 

 



C. Explain the reasons for any discrepancy between the number of tritium exit signs you 
currently possess and the number of signs that should be in your possession. 
 

Response:  The difference between the 2 numbers shows that there are 11 signs that 
we cannot locate.  
2 of these were sold with a trailer 
2 were replaced at the end of their useful life and records cannot be located. 
7 were removed or were replaced with non-tritium exit signs during renovation 
activities and we no longer have complete records showing that they were returned to 
the manufacturer or transferred to a licensed disposal vendor.    

 
D. Describe any actions you have taken, or plan to take, to locate tritium exit signs that 
should be, but are not, in your possession. 
 

Response:  Actions that were taken to locate missing signs included: 
- Conducting an inventory of signs at individual sites to locate any missing 

signs  
- Individual sites looking for disposal and transfer records of signs.   

 
 
E. Describe any actions you have taken, or plan to take, to prevent future losses of tritium 
exit signs. 
     

Response:  To prevent future losses of tritium exit signs, we have now asked sites to 
maintain a written inventory and then conduct periodic physical inventories to verify 
that signs are in place.  In addition we will continue our current practice of requiring 
that signs that are no longer needed be either returned to the vendor or transferred to 
an approved radioactive waster broker.   

 
 
Please contact me if you have questions or concerns 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Simon Berg, CIH 
 
US Canada Region Occupational Health/Industrial Hygiene Manager 
DuPont 
BMP 35-1212 
PO Box 80035 
Wilmington, DE 19880-0035 
 
Phone: 302-992-2626 
Email:  Amy.S.Berg@usa.dupont.com 
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