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April 24, 2009 .- I 9:"29

Michael Lesar, Chief
Rules and Directives Branch
Division of Administrative Services
Mail Stop T-6D59
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

I

RE: Dockets 52-034 and 52-035
Luminant Generation Company LLC
Comanche Peak Nuclear Power Plant Units 3 & 4
Combined License Application (Hood and Somervell Counties, Texas)

Dear Chief Lesar:

In response to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC) request for
participation in the scoping process in preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the project referenced above, the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWD) provided a response letter February 16, 2009.
Since that time, TPWD participated in a portion of the Environmental Review
Site Audit and the applicant, Luminant Generation Company LLC
(Luminant), submitted additional information to the NRC regarding specific
locations of the alternative sites. This letter is intended to provide the NRC
with 1) a summary of the findings regarding identification of specific yucca
species during the Site Audit and 2) refined data regarding known occurrences
of rare resources in the vicinity of the specific alternative sites.

Carter R Smith
Executive Director

Environmental Review Site Audit - Yucca Species

During the February 2, 2009, site visit of the proposed Comanche Peak
Nuclear Power Plant (CPNPP) site, Yucca species were observed by TPWD
personnel in the peninsula area proposed for the construction of the cooling
towers for units 3 and 4. Because occurrences of Glen Rose Yucca (Yucca
necopina), a state rare species, occurs within the vicinity of the project area,
TPWD requested to see the plants again during the Environmental Review
Site Audit to record their location and obtain photographs for proper
identification of the species.

Evaluation of the photographs indicate that the Yucca plants observed on the
slopes of the peninsula for the proposed cooling towers of units 3 and 4 are
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Yucca pallida and not Glen Rose Yucca. The Yucca pallida were observed at
approximately NAD83 Zone 14N UTM 0613235 Easting, 3574724 Northing.

Comment. Yucca pallida are endemic to the area and TPWD
recommends transplanting them somewhere else on the CPNPP
property to maintain the population, such as native landscaping areas
or grassland areas that would not be mowed. They are very easy to
transplant, since they have small root systems and are not hard to dig
up and move. They can be planted in shallow ground.

Comment. Because Glen Rose Yucca occur within the vicinity of the
project area, TPWD recommends that Yucca species found in other
areas proposed for clearing be identified to the species level. Glen
Rose Yucca identified should be relocated to maintain the population.
TPWD can assist with species identification and development of
relocation plans.

The Texas Natural Diversity Database (TXNDD)

At the time of TPWD's February 16, 2009 response letter, Luminant had not
revealed the alternative site locations because they held the locations as
proprietary information. Therefore, TPWD presented data regarding known
occurrences of rare resources based on countywide sets of data for two
counties per site including a 10 mile radius buffer. Submitting occurrence
data across such a large area resulted in data sets that may not have been
representative of the project area, though were based on the best data
available.

Since that time, Luminant provided the NRC with specific alternative site
locations; therefore, TPWD has conducted a new search of the TXNDD for
known occurrences of rare resources within 10 miles of the coordinate point
of the CPNPP and alternative sites. This data should replace the data provided
for the county-wide alternatives analysis and allow the NRC to evaluate the
alternative sites more effectively.

Please refer to the attachment regarding the new TXNDD search results for
the CPNPP and Alternative Sites.
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TPWD appreciates the opportunity to comment on this project. Please do not
hesitate to contact me at (512) 917-4155 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program
Wildlife Division

KH:gg.13698B

Attachment



TXNDD Rare Resource Occurrences (EO ID)
Proposed Comanche Peek Nudew Power Plant 3 & 4

Applicant: Luminant
TPWD Project 13698

Map Created March 16,2009

This map is not guaranteed as accurate and was created by
TP ID asist In avoiding and minimizing Impacts to rare
resouros VtW may occur within the vicinity of the project.



TXNDD Rare Resource Occurrences (EO ID) within 10 Miles of the.CPNPP Proposed Site
Search Date: March 16, 2009
Search By. Karen Hardin
Project: Luminant Comanche Peak 3 and 4

EO ID EO NUM JSCIENTIFIC COMMON NAM IGROUP CLAS OGRANK SRANKUSESA SPROT LASTOBS PRECISION TRACK STAT
6437 65 Dendroica ohoparia. Goldan-cheeked Warbler" Vertebrate Animal G2 S2B LE E 2000 S _ Y

130 66 Dendroica chryropada Golden-cheeked Warbler Vertebrate Animal 02 S2B LE E 1999 S Y
770B 87 Dendroica chrysoparia Gdlden-cheeked.Warbler Vertebrate Animal G2 S2B Le E _ 1993 S Y

'2870 213 Dendrolca chrnsoparla Golddn--heeked.Warbler Vertebrate Animal G2 S2B LE B 2000-04-25 S Y
2696 64 Dendrolca chrysopara Golden-cheeked Warbler Vertebrate.Animal G2 S2B LE E 2000 S _y

8084 2 Vireo atrlcapllla Blabk-capped Vlim Vertebrate Animal G2G3 S2B LE. E 1991 M ,y;

•1348 135 Vi-eo atricapilla Black-capped VIreo Vertebrate Animal 02G3 S2B LE E 1993 S Y
6213 -245 Vireoaticapia Black-cappvieo Vertebrate Animal G2G3 S2B LE E 2002-04-23 S _Y

7664 '237 VIreo atrcapllla Black-capped Vireo Veitebrate'Annmal G2G3 S2B LE E .. 2001-05 S RY
'259 23 Vireo atrlcapflla Black-cpaped Vireo VertebrateAnInmal G2G3 S2B LE. E 1985-05 S _Y

660 146 Vireo atrlcapllla Black-capped Vireo VertebrateAnlmal G2G3 S2B LE E 1991 S Y
ý4695 134 Viraoaltrcapllia Black- coped Vireo Vertebrate Animal G2G3 rS2B LE E " 1999 S y
12098 -1 Nefidla harled Brazos Water Snake VertebrateAnImal G2 S2 T 1984 M y_
6150 3 Daleeaeverchonfn Comnnche Peak pralrle-clover Vascular Plant G2 S2 2003-08 M Y
1952 1 4 Yucca necopIna Glen Rose Vascular.Plant G1G2 S1S2 1992-08-02 S Y
--i813 .. 3 Yucoarnecopina. Glen Rose yucca Vasculafr'Plant G1G2 $1S2 1992-08-02 M. Y
;5364 :2 Yucca h6opna Glen Rose Wca VascularPPlant G1G2 S1S2 _ 1992-08-02 S Y
•.2871 1 Yuciecplna GleriRos yuccac Vascular Plant G1G2 SIS2 1955-05-08 M Y

'4067 21 Junlperus ashePquercus spp.7sedes Ashe-Junlper-oak Series Terrestrial Community - Otlier.Classaffallton G4., S4 '1990 S Y
11449 :5 QueO t stellata-(iuercus inrtlandica series Post Oak-blAcklack Oak Series Terrestrial Community - Other Classficallon G4 S4 M Y

896 30 Ulmus crasslfollaceltis leeigata sedes. Cedar Elrm-s berry Series TeUestrial Community - Other Classification G4, $4 1990 S Y
6746 :462 Rokery AnimalAssembla GNR SNR 1990 S Y

.3, r~ ,' ~.
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TXNDD Rare Resource Occurrences (EO ID) within 10 Miles of Coastal Alternative Site
Search Date: March 16, 2009
Search By: Karen Hardin
Project: Luminant Comanche Peak3 and 4

EO ID EO NUM SCIENTIFIC COMMON NAM GROUP CLAS GRANK]SRANK USESA SPROT LASTOBS PRECISION TRACK STAT
3708 23 Tympanuchus cupido attwated Attwaters Greater Prairie-chicken. Vertebrate Animal G4T1 SIB LE, E 1996-SPRG M _y
1244 7 Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Vertebrate Animal G4. S3B,S3N T 2003 M_ _ y_ _
5711 4 Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Vertebrate Animal G4 S3B,S3N T 2001 M Y
7854 115 Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Vertebrate Animal G4 S3BS3N T 2001 M _Y
7200 8 Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Vertebrate Animal G4 S3B,S3N T 2001 M Y
3820 5 Haliaeetusleucocephalus Bald Eagle Vertebrate Animal G4 S3B,S3N T 20011 M _y
4960 6 Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Vertebrate Animal G4 S3B,S3N T 2001 M Y
2217 11 Uatris bracteata coastal gay-feather Vascular:Plaht: G2G3 S2S3 1958-10-01 M Y
7040 24 Psilactis heterbcarpa Welder machaeranthera Vascular Plant G2 S2S3 2000-11 S Y
2278 15 Psilactis heterocarpa Welder machaeranthera VascularwPlant.- G2 S2S3 1992-10-20 S Y

"7438 22 Psilactis heterocarpa. Welder machaeranthera Vascular Plant 4&_ G2 S2S3 1994-FALL S Y .
5056 14 Psilactis heterocarpa Welder machaeranthera Vascular Plant.- G2 S2S3 1994-FALL S Y
8768 37 Psilactis heterocarpa Welder machaeranthera VasclarPlanit, 'G2 S2S3 194_A_ Sy

1620 89 Rooker Anim5IAss•fibla~d: GNR SNR 1976 S Y'
7170 93 Rookery __Ani" al Assembla&e GNR SNR 1992 S V
7864 116 Rookery - Anlmal'Asdemblagd GNR SNR 1992 & Y
3408 92 Rookery AimalAssemblger GNR SNR 1992 S V

i•.

I-, ~ - 7
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TXNDD Rare Resource Occumrnces (0EO ID) within 10 Miles of Pineland Altemathi Site
Search Data: March 16. 2009
Search By: Karen Hardin
Project Luminant Comanche Peak 3 and 4

I E0D I Eo NUM ISCIENinFIC COMMON NAU 'RUPU _uL.AJ {'II'(ANK •NANK II.•;P,•;A •t•NiF][ I A.•'•I()•4.'• I-a•]-t•L•Lr]N TI•AI'-'J( •;;TAT

3RANKISRANK JUSESAISPROTILASTOBS IPRECLSICN- -11991 470 Picol IG- 3 JS2B -E 6E 1990 Y
5341 471 Pica -E E 1990 Y
55451 48 5Icoides borealis S lY
577 78Plcoides borealis Vertebrate Animal
65721 51 Plcoldes borealls- UAIt•hl•tn Animal /'='4¸ •')1•

Vertebrate Animal 33 Isn
Red..-cokded Woodpecker, U•nnk• Animal P•K cO I ic Ic i, 10 50 IC --
Red-cockaded Woodecker Vert bral- Aimal 33 S28 ILE JE
IRed-cockaded Woodpecker Vertebrate Animal 33 (S2B ILE IE

Vertebrate Animal 33 IS28 ILE IE 11995
- 8240 1 IVertabrate Animal 33 IS2B ILE JE 1979-1980 iS

.1851 571 Plcoldes borealis IG3 S28 ILE I E 11979-1980 IS
6168 4811 Picoldes borealis
1356 479 Plcoid borealis-
1357 480 Pboolde boealls,
6270 478 Plcokles borealis

-1504 52 Picoides borealls

S2B LE IE Y.
Red-cockaded Woodpecker
Red-cockaded Woodpecker
Red-cockaded Woodpecker
Red-cockaded Woodpecker

ILE, IE
Vei
Vertebrate Animal
Vertebrate Animal 33 S2B

y

y
y
y

Red-cockaded Woodpecker J..rl,.hnets Afiml.. 1".'4 - Ii~ IC
Red-cockaded Woodecker VeftbrateArilmal a3 S2B ILE I E 1990

IRed-cockaded Woodpecker Vertebrate Animal 33 S28 ILiE IE 11979-1980

1

J,-

Vertebrate Animal 33 S2B ILE IE 1979-1980 IS
i~isI lyertebrate Animal 33 1S2B LE IE Is y
122 46 1 Pcoldes borealis G3 IS28 LE IE 11979-1980 IS Y

'1441 483 Plcoldes borealis LE IE y
52851 :1PlIcoldes borealls Red-cockaded Woodoecker Vertle IV
:,349 495 Plcoldes boeaals:. I Red-cockaded Woodpecker Ve
;54871 11 Ploldes borealis. Red-cockaded Woodpecker G3

IRed-cocladed Woodpecker 03 S2B LE E
Vertebnft Animal 5 Il -

- Verlebrate Arimal, S
417r 53 Pioddea t

4832 , 4 0 5 Pl colde s b orea lis. 482 4967, Plooles borealis Rem
./497.7
.2780

•,2810
: •2812

J2757
.6801

,ý4105
:4106

: 4964
ýý5138

- 1875
1,2456

3755
:8368

_ 6811

-.3045
-;3685
4ý.162

541Plcoldes boaial.1- Verted
1 Red-cockaded Woodpecker Vertebrate Animal
SRedcockbedWoodpeckr VertebraAnilmal
Red-cockaded.Woodpcker VertabraltrAn•Imal

no copel NorlhemrScarlet Snake Vertebrate Animal

G3
G3

G3G3.
G3-
G3
G43

G4
G4
G4
G4
G4

S

V

T
Y

S

.86lHallaeetu T 2001 m
T C2001 iM
T 12001 M

-I
Bald Eagle
Bald Eagle'38IHallaeetusleucocelhalus tel

abus Bald Eagle
Texas screwstem

anh remdlllnru Ad-e lAmerca~n Beeca-Jrsouth Mannolia Sri,,es
G2 2 I1990

Terreeatoal Communit Other laalllfcetlon G03 $S2.-I
Jeffestial Community - Other Classification IG3 IS2. I I

- Termslrlkl Cormunhty-Odmrraasstllcatlon G4, S4 1 1 1198S.0&14 IS

-16
Z5

PInus p
Pinus

Owsrup Oak Sereea
JSphagnum-beaknmsh*Serdes
Spagsnum-beaknash Series

G3 S2
G3 §2-

G4 " S4
G4 34
G4 32
G4 S2
C- 3S2

1988-11-08 IS

V

Y.

Y.y.

y 7'-

Y
Y

*5490j _
Teardsla.,I Commur
Terrsrial Coramw
Terrestrial Commw

Ctassflication
rclassificadona spp. seorles 18phagnum-beakrush Series

J~pagnvn4makuxhSeries
1,Te= .0.om m unity - Ollhar C4 aissillcation6030

3994 W.unlty - Ob'w Classflication53 Sohnonum c;
-32161 131 phagnum
"6071 9]Tax3&lum z
31941 SM12E2ý=-

, Sphagn.un-beakmsh Series -
I Sphagnum-beakrmsh Serdas
a IBaldcyprs-waterTupei Series

[Terrestrial Communt yOtherCtassfflcadon 104 132
i1987-08-12 S

y -
I
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TXNDD Rare Resource Oqcurrences (EO ID) within 10, Miles of Tradinghbuse Altematwve Site
Search Date: March 16,2009
Search By:. Karen Hardin
Project: Luminant:Comanche Peak 3 and4

EO ID EO NUM SCIENTIFIC COMMON NAM GROUPCLAS GRANK. SRANK USESA SPROT LASTOBS PRECISION TRACK•STAT
691 3 Notropis buccula Smalleye Shiner, Vertebrate Animal G2Q, $2 C M -

6492 15 Thamnophis sirtas arnmectens: Texas GartershSnke Vertebrate Anfimal G5T3 3 " _ __: 1958-09-06 S -:' Y
2914 4 Thamnophis sirtalis annectens Texas GarterSnake Vertebrate Animal G5T3' S3 . .1960M05-06 W Y
4040 - 7 Thamnophis sirtalis-annectens; Texas Garter.Snake Vertebrate Animal G5T3 $3 _ 1972-10 G Y
1832 : 280 Rookery:.. A :: ~; :: nimalAssemblag- GNR SNR 1988 - S Y
2515 273 Rookery _____r____.. . Animal ssembla GNR .SNR ___. __... 1974 S .

5394 281 Rookery -_ _ _T Anma AN S::.•,;: . == ~Animal Assemblage" GNR -. i-.SN'R'r- ., 1 986. :-•: :. y 1 . .

h.
7. - 1:

N
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