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Dear Mr. Weber:

On behalf of the fuel cycle industry, the Nuclear Energy Institute* would like to express its interest in
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) efforts to enhance its current regulatory oversight
program for fuel cycle facilities. We support your comments during the March 16, 2009 Commission
briefing on the NRC's byproduct materials and waste programs. Specifically, you stated that the staff
plans to enhance its current oversight program by making it more risk-informed and performance-
based, while increasing its transparency, predictability and objectivity.

We applaud such NRC efforts and look forward to engaging you and your staff, as well as the
management and staff of NRC’s Region II office, on these important matters. In particular, industry is
prepared to assist the NRC effort to restructure the oversight program by providing insight into the
diversity of licensed operations and categorization of risk across the fuel cycle industry. We believe it is
in the best interest of the NRC, industry and the public to ensure our respective resources are
prioritized based on the risks associated with the licensed activities. Finally, the increased
transparency, predictability and objectivity of the enhanced oversight program are clearly attributes
industry supports.

! NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified industry policy on matters affecting the nuclear energy industry,
including the regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues. NEI's members include all entities licensed to
operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering firms,
fuel fabrication facilities, nuclear materials licensees, and other organizations and entities involved in the nuclear energy
industry.
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We appreciate your recent offer to conduct a public meeting with industry representatives on these
matters during June 2009 and trust that you would find such industry perspectives and input useful as
you begin to develop an enhanced regulatory oversight program for fuel cycle facilities. You may
contact me or Janet Schlueter (202-739-8098; jrs@nei.org) to further discuss these matters.

Sincerely,

Ty wflf

Felix M. Killar, Jr.

c: Mr. Dan Dorman, NMSS/FCSS, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mr. Joseph Shea, Region II, DFFI, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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