
 
June 10, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Alexander R. Klein, Chief 
 Fire Protection Branch 
 Division of Risk Assessment 
 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
FROM:  Daniel M. Frumkin, Team Leader /RA/ 
 Fire Protection Branch 
 Division of Risk Assessment 
 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
SUBJECT:  MEETING SUMMARY OF MAY 7, 2009 PUBLIC NRC FIRE 

PROTECTION STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 
On May 7, 2009, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) held a Category 2 public 
meeting with the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) staff and industry stakeholders to discuss key 
fire protection topics.  An attendance list and meeting agenda are included in this summary as 
Enclosures 1 and 2, respectively.  The slides from the meeting are included as Enclosure 3. 
 
Summary of Meeting 
 
The topics discussed during the meeting related to tasks listed in SECY-08-0171, issued on 
November 5, 2009, “Plan for Stabilizing Fire Protection Regulatory Infrastructure.”  The specific 
tasks discussed were:   

• Task 1–Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 50.48(c)–National Fire Protection 
Association standard 805 (NFPA 805),  

• Task 3–Fire-Induced Circuit Failures,  
• Task 4–Post-Fire Operator Manual Actions, and  
• Task 5–Metric to Assess Regulatory Effectiveness.  The discussion generally followed 

the slide presentation mentioned above.  
 
 
CONTACT:  Daniel M. Frumkin, NRR/DRA/AFPB 
          (301) 415-2280  



A. Klein -2- 

 

 
Summary of Discussions 
 
Task 1–NFPA 805 
Industry stakeholders expressed concerns regarding the perceived NRC expectation for 
conservatism in the fire probabilistic risk assessments (PRA) being performed for the transition 
to NFPA 805.  The NRC staff stated that they would continue to work with the industry on 
refining the technology in the fire PRA tools. 
 
Industry stakeholders stated that they would take full advantage of the public comment periods 
for the NRC draft regulatory guide and standard review plan for implementation of NFPA 805.  
 
Task 2–Fire Induced Circuit Failures 
Industry stakeholders expressed concerns that there were inconsistencies between some 
existing NRC communications and the Draft Regulatory Guide DG-1214, the revision to 
Regulatory Guide 1.189, “Fire Protection for Nuclear Power Plants.” NEI indicated that they 
would be submitting the final version of NEI 00-01 in a few weeks. 
 
Task 4–Post-Fire Operator Manual Actions 
The discussion on this topic followed the slide presentation. 
 
Task 5–Metric to Assess Regulatory Effectiveness  
NEI indicated that they would consider collecting information on long-term compensatory 
measures for the plants adopting NFPA 805, in addition to those plants not adopting NFPA 805. 
 
Next Steps 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. Although no next meeting was planned, the NRC Fire 
Protection Steering Committee generally holds a public meeting every six months. 
 
Enclosures: As stated
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NRC Fire Protection Steering Committee 
May 7, 2009 

List of Attendees 
 
 
NRC STAFF  
J. Grobe  
M. Cunningham 
D. Frumkin  
C. Lui 
A. Klein 
Q. Nguyen 
M. Salley 
S. Weerakkody 
S. Magruder 
S. West 
H. Barrett 
P. Lain 
T. Hipschman 
S. Laur 
D. Coe 
R. Gallucci 
M. Stambaugh 
J. Monninger 
 
OTHER  
A. Marion  Nuclear Energy Institute 
R. Muench  Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Company 
J. Pyo   PGE 
J. Butler   Nuclear Energy Institute 
S. Hutchins  Nuclear Energy Institute 
J. Hicks   Luminant Power 
D. Czufin  Exelon 
J. Ertman  Progress Energy 
B. Najafi   SAIC and Representing EPRI 
T. Gorman*  PPL 
J. Donahue*  Progress Energy 
C. Pragman*  Exelon 
A. Ratchford* Kleinsorg Group 
J. Lattner*  Southern Nuclear 
 
 
* participated via phone 
 
 
 
 
 

                ENCLOSURE 1 



 

ENCLOSURE 2 

NRC Fire Protection Steering Committee 
May 7, 2009 

Agenda 
 
 
 

PURPOSE: To discuss current fire protection tasks in SECY 08-171, “Plan for 
Stabilizing Fire Protection Regulatory Infrastructure” 

 
 
2:00 p.m.  Introductions and meeting focus 
 
2:10 p.m. Discussion of current fire protection topics in SECY 08-0171, “Plan for Stabilizing 

Fire Protection Regulatory Infrastructure,” (Agency wide Documents Access and 
Management System Accession Number ML082840683) including: 
 
Task 1:  National Fire Protection Association Standard (NFPA) 805 

 
• Status of NFPA 805 pilot plant license amendment request (LAR) reviews  
• NFPA 805 infrastructure  
• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) related to NUREG/CR-6850, 

“EPRI/NRC-RES Fire PRA Methodology for Nuclear Power Facilities” 
 
Task 3:  Status of resolution of fire-induced circuit failure issue 
 
Task 4:  Status of resolution of post-fire operator manual actions 
 
Task 5:  Status of assessment of regulatory effectiveness 

        Collection of information related to long-term compensatory measures 
 
Other topics as needed 

  
3:20 p.m. Public comment period 
 
3:30 p.m. Adjournment



 

ENCLOSURE 3 

Public Meeting of the NRC Fire 
Protection Steering Committee

May 7, 2009

2

Topics

• Introductions
• Discussion of current fire protection topics in SECY 08-

0171
– Task 1: National Fire Protection Association Standard (NFPA) 

805
– Task 3: Status of resolution of fire-induced circuit failure issue

– Task 4: Status of resolution of post-fire operator manual actions
– Task 5: Status of assessment of regulatory effectiveness

• Other topics as needed
• Public comments
• Adjournment

The fire protection steering committee was created on October 19, 2007, see ADAMS 
accession number ML072640666
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Task 1: NFPA 805

• Status of NFPA 805 pilot plant license 
amendment request (LAR) reviews 

• NFPA 805 infrastructure 
• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

related to NUREG/CR-6850, “EPRI/NRC-
RES Fire PRA Methodology for Nuclear 
Power Facilities”

4

Task 3: Circuits

• Fire Protection Regulatory Guide – Draft 
Guide DG-1214 out for public comment

• Enforcement discretion pending 
Commission vote on SECY 09-005

• Staff plans to issue the regulatory guide 
by September 30, 2009, and this 
issuance will start the first six months of 
the enforcement discretion

• Staff continues to work with NEI on NEI 
00-01, Revision 2

 



 

    

- 2 - 
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Task 4: Manual Actions

• Eight licensees have submitted 
exemption requests or license 
amendments

• All have been accepted
• NRC is considering method to follow-up 

with licensees that did not submit 
exemptions or amendments and are not 
adopting NFPA 805

6

Task 5: Regulatory 
Effectiveness

• Three measures
– Fires
– Fire protection related findings
– Long-term compensatory measures

• Collection of information related to long-
term compensatory measures for non-
NFPA 805 plants

• NFPA 805 plants will have information 
collected from license applications

 

 

7

Closing

• Other topics
• Public comments
• Adjournment
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