May 28, 2009

Mr. Bryan A. Erler, Vice President

Nuclear Codes and Standards

American Society of Mechanical Engineers
Three Park Avenue

New York, NY 10016-5990

SUBJECT: REMOVAL OF NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION LIMITATIONS ON
THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS CODE AND CODE
CASES

Dear Mr. Erler:

| am responding to your letter of March 23, 2009, on the subject of Proposed Justification for
Removal of Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Limitations on the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Code and Code Cases. In enclosures to that letter, you
identified several NRC limitations on the ASME Code, Section XI; and ASME code cases
published in NRC Regulatory Guides (RGs) 1.147, Revision 15, and 1.193, Revision 2, and
requested that the NRC remove these limitations. The enclosures to your letter indicated that
ASME incorporated these limitations into the ASME Code or code cases, or provided additional
technical justifications for the NRC to reconsider certain limitations.

The NRC appreciates this ASME initiative and supports its effort to reduce limitations, where
appropriate. We are performing a detailed review of the information in the enclosures to your
letter to confirm that the ASME Code and code case changes address the NRC limitations. We
will send a follow-up letter to the ASME when we have completed our review of the information
and determined how we are going to handle each limitation. We will also revise RGs 1.147 and
1.193, and amend Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 50.55a in a future
rulemaking, as appropriate. However, some of the identified limitations might have to remain in
10 CFR 50.553, since a licensee’s code of record for each 10-year inservice inspection interval
is based on a specific edition or addenda of the ASME Code, Section XI. Each of the limitations
identified in Table 1 of your letter is imposed in connection with specific editions and addenda of
the ASME Code. Therefore, we cannot remove the limitations from 10 CFR 50.55a until all
plants are using subsequent editions or addenda that encompass these limitations.

On the separate issue of ongoing related rulemakings, the NRC is developing proposed
rulemaking to incorporate by reference the 2005 Addenda through 2008 Addenda of the ASME
Code into 10 CFR 50.55a in an expedited manner. We are on track to publish this proposed
rulemaking in the Federal Register during the fourth calendar quarter of 2009. As part of that
rulemaking, we will be reviewing each existing limitation in 10 CFR 50.55a for current
applicability. Based on feedback from the ASME and the industry about the need for timely
code-case rulemaking, we have also accelerated the proposed rulemaking to incorporate by
reference RG 1.84,
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Revision 35; and RG 1.147, Rev. 16; into 10 CFR 50.55a to have it published in the third
calendar quarter of 2009. Once it is published, we intend to proceed to publish the follow-on
proposed rulemaking for RG 1.84, Revision 36; RG 1.147, Rev. 17; and RG 1.192, Rev. 1 as
quickly as possible. | hope the ASME finds these actions to be positive steps to improve the
timeliness and predictability of the NRC’s 10 CFR 50.55a rulemaking process.

Sincerely,

IRA/

John A. Grobe, Associate Director
for Engineering and Safety Systems
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: K. Ennis, ASME
R. West, ASME
R. Porco, ASME
G. Park, ASME
R. Swayne, ASME
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Sincerely,

IRA/

John A. Grobe, Associate Director
for Engineering and Safety Systems
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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