
 
 
     May 28, 2009 
 
 
 
Mr. Bryan A. Erler, Vice President 
Nuclear Codes and Standards 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
Three Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10016-5990 
 
SUBJECT:  REMOVAL OF NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION LIMITATIONS ON 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS CODE AND CODE 
CASES 

 
Dear Mr. Erler: 
 
I am responding to your letter of March 23, 2009, on the subject of Proposed Justification for 
Removal of Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Limitations on the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Code and Code Cases.  In enclosures to that letter, you 
identified several NRC limitations on the ASME Code, Section XI; and ASME code cases 
published in NRC Regulatory Guides (RGs) 1.147, Revision 15, and 1.193, Revision 2, and 
requested that the NRC remove these limitations.  The enclosures to your letter indicated that 
ASME incorporated these limitations into the ASME Code or code cases, or provided additional 
technical justifications for the NRC to reconsider certain limitations. 
 
The NRC appreciates this ASME initiative and supports its effort to reduce limitations, where 
appropriate.  We are performing a detailed review of the information in the enclosures to your 
letter to confirm that the ASME Code and code case changes address the NRC limitations.  We 
will send a follow-up letter to the ASME when we have completed our review of the information 
and determined how we are going to handle each limitation.  We will also revise RGs 1.147 and 
1.193, and amend Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 50.55a in a future 
rulemaking, as appropriate.  However, some of the identified limitations might have to remain in 
10 CFR 50.55a, since a licensee’s code of record for each 10-year inservice inspection interval 
is based on a specific edition or addenda of the ASME Code, Section XI.  Each of the limitations 
identified in Table 1 of your letter is imposed in connection with specific editions and addenda of 
the ASME Code.  Therefore, we cannot remove the limitations from 10 CFR 50.55a until all 
plants are using subsequent editions or addenda that encompass these limitations. 
 
On the separate issue of ongoing related rulemakings, the NRC is developing proposed 
rulemaking to incorporate by reference the 2005 Addenda through 2008 Addenda of the ASME 
Code into 10 CFR 50.55a in an expedited manner.  We are on track to publish this proposed 
rulemaking in the Federal Register during the fourth calendar quarter of 2009.  As part of that 
rulemaking, we will be reviewing each existing limitation in 10 CFR 50.55a for current 
applicability.  Based on feedback from the ASME and the industry about the need for timely 
code-case rulemaking, we have also accelerated the proposed rulemaking to incorporate by 
reference RG 1.84, 
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Revision 35; and RG 1.147, Rev. 16; into 10 CFR 50.55a to have it published in the third 
calendar quarter of 2009.  Once it is published, we intend to proceed to publish the follow-on 
proposed rulemaking for RG 1.84, Revision 36; RG 1.147, Rev. 17; and RG 1.192, Rev. 1 as 
quickly as possible.  I hope the ASME finds these actions to be positive steps to improve the 
timeliness and predictability of the NRC’s 10 CFR 50.55a rulemaking process. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
       /RA/ 
 
      John A. Grobe, Associate Director 
        for Engineering and Safety Systems 
      Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
cc: K. Ennis, ASME 
 R. West, ASME 
 R. Porco, ASME 
 G. Park, ASME 
 R. Swayne, ASME 



 B.  Erler - 2 - 

 

Revision 35; and RG 1.147, Rev. 16; into 10 CFR 50.55a to have it published in the third 
calendar quarter of 2009.  Once it is published, we intend to proceed to publish the follow-on 
proposed rulemaking for RG 1.84, Revision 36; RG 1.147, Rev. 17; and RG 1.192, Rev. 1 as 
quickly as possible.  I hope the ASME finds these actions to be positive steps to improve the 
timeliness and predictability of the NRC’s 10 CFR 50.55a rulemaking process. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      John A. Grobe, Associate Director 
        for Engineering and Safety Systems 
      Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
cc: K. Ennis, ASME 
 R. West, ASME 
 R. Porco, ASME 
 G. Park, ASME 
 R. Swayne, ASME 
 
DISTRIBUTION:  Y020090053 
LPadovan  RidsNrrAdes 
RidsNrrDprPrab RidsNrrDci 
RidsNrrDpr  RidsResDe 
WNorris, RES  RidsDciCptb 
RidsNrrDciCpnb RidsNrrMailCenter 
JTsao   RidsOgcMailCenter 
KHoffman  RidsNrrOd 
TSullivan  RidsNrrAdro 
RidsNrrDeEmcb 
MKhanna 
ABoland 
RMcIntyre, NRO 
RidsNroDeCib2 
 
ADAMS Accession No(s): ML091271067(Letter) ML091271084 (Package)  *via E-mail 
OFFICE NRR/DPR/PRAB: PM NRR/DPR/PRAB: BC NRR/DPR: D RES/DE:  D* 
NAME LPadovan AImboden TmcGinty 

(TQuay for) 
MCase 
(SRichards for) 

DATE    5/11/09    5/13  /09    5/14 /09    5/20/09 
OFFICE NRR/DCI/CPNB:  BC NRR/DCI/CPTB:  BC NRR/DCI:  D NRR/ADES:  AD 
NAME TChan (JTsao for) JMcHale Mevans (JLubinski for) JGrobe 
DATE    5/14/09    5/14/09    5/20/09   5 /28/09 

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


