Alliance for Nuclear Accountability Drop —In Meeting
April 28, 2009
Meeting Minutes

Attendees:

Christopher Thomas, Policy Director, Healthy Environment Alliance of Utah (HEAL Utah)
Beatrice Brailsford, Program Director, Snake River Alliance, Idaho

Liz Woodruff, Energy Policy Analyst, Snake River Alliance, Idaho

Anna-Laura Stephens, Georgia Women's Action for New Directions

Larry Camper, Director, Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection
Priya Yadav, Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection

David Esh, Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection

Tison Campbell, Office of the General Counsel

Following Introductions, Larry provided an overview of the DU paper (SECY-08-0147) and
subsequent Commission SRM. He invited those in attendance to attend and provide
comments in the planned September workshop and then opened the floor for questions.
Beatrice provided an additional welcome and appreciation for staff time and then turned
the floor over the Christopher. Christopher indicated the groups questions fell into 2
categories, procedural questions related to the rulemaking and technical questions about
DU disposal. Christopher commented that he did not agree with the wording of the SRM
as currently stated that renders all unique waste streams, including large quantities of DU
to be Class A waste.

His initial questions inquired about what other unique waste streams (referred to in the
SECY paper) the staff anticipated this rulemaking to cover. Both Larry and Dave
addressed the question to explain the NRC was anticipating that varying technologies
would lead to new waste streams not currently captured on Tables 1 and 2 and staff
hopes to address these streams in the rulemaking. Staff commented that we cannot
speculate on what unique waste streams will be developed by industry, and that particular
materials and generating processes were not part of staff's analysis. Staff hopes to
develop a rule that could be applied to all new waste not currently addressed in Part 61.
Overall goal of the rulemaking is to ensure the four performance objectives (10 CFR
61.41, 61.42, 61.43, 61.44) of Part 61 are met.

Christopher was also concerned about DU shipments that occurred in October 2008 (he
cited 4,000 metric tons of DU) coming into Utah from the DOE Savannah River site and if
appropriate analysis was being done to ensure safe disposal. Staff assured him that Utah
had indicated a site specific analysis for disposal of DU is part of their current process
however; the State of Utah has responsibility for LLW disposal in the State.

Later questions arose on whether the rulemaking will be in place prior to DOE disposing of
the DU that has been converted at the Paducah and Portsmouth UFg Deconversion
facilities. Staff explained that the current timeline was to have a draft rule completed by
September 2011 and a final rule in completed by September 2012, but the specific dates
will depend on the public stakeholder process and the public response to the draft rule.



Staff mentioned that DOE has indicated their timelines for beginning shipment were early
2011, and by that time the NRC rulemaking process would be sufficiently underway.
However, staff recommended that Christopher discuss more details about DOE’s
schedule with DOE directly.

Discussion followed about the term “robust cover” used in the SECY paper and was there
one standard or many standards. Staff explained the requirements to provide “robust
cover” changes with the quantity and type of material being disposed.

Additional questions followed on considerations given for long-term intruders and long-
term site stability. Staff addressed both questions describing the methods and ways staff
addressed each issue. Discussion then followed about the availability of NRC models and
NRC consideration of future potential environmental conditions at each site. Staff provided
the name of the commercially available program (GoldSim) used for our analysis. Staff
indicated that the analysis performed was a detailed screening analysis that was not
intended to be provided to the public. Staff also indicated that analyses were run on a
variety of future potential conditions. .

Questions then arose on how much additional modeling and analysis would be done
during the rulemaking process and staff answered that they anticipate modeling to support
the rulemaking will be more extensive than that used for the paper and it will be informed
by the stakeholder comments received during the September workshop and technical
basis development. Staff indicated that they expect the analysis supporting a rulemaking
would be available for stakeholder comment.

The staff also covered the procedural aspects of rulemaking, the opportunities for
stakeholder input and the length (18-30 months) of the process. Attendees appreciated
that the length of the process was directly related to the amount of stakeholder input
sought and received.
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