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MFN 09-253 Docket No. 52-010 
 
May 4, 2009 
 
 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Document Control Desk 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
Subject: Response to Portion of NRC Request for Additional 

Information Letter No. 317 Related to ESBWR Design 
Certification Application - RAI Number 13.6-161 

 
Enclosure 1 contains the GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy (GEH) response to Request 
for Additional Information (RAI) Number 13.6-161 from the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) sent by NRC letter dated March 10, 2009.   
 
If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Richard E. Kingston 
Vice President, ESBWR Licensing 
 
 

GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy
 
Richard E. Kingston 
Vice President, ESBWR Licensing 

PO Box 780 
3901 Castle Hayne Road, M/C A-65 
Wilmington, NC 28402-0910  USA 
 
T 910.819.6192 
F 910.362.6192 
rick.kingston@ge.com 
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Reference: 
 

1. MFN 09-180, Letter from U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission to Robert 
E. Brown, Request For Additional Information Letter No. 317 Related To 
ESBWR Design Certification Application, dated March 10, 2009 

 
Enclosure: 
 

1. Response to Portion of NRC Request for Additional Information Letter 
No. 317 Related to ESBWR Design Certification Application - RAI 
Number 13.6-161 

 
 
cc:  
 AE Cubbage USNRC (with enclosures) 
 JG Head GEH/Wilmington (with enclosures) 
 DH Hinds GEH/Wilmington (with enclosures) 
 eDRF Section: 0000-0101-1776 (RAI 13.6-161) 
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NRC RAI 13.6-161 
 
The NRC is amending the current security regulations and adding new security 
requirements pertaining to nuclear power reactors. As part of this rulemaking effort, 
10 CFR 73.54, “Protection of digital computer and communication systems and 
networks” is expected to be promulgated during the ESBWR design certification 
review. In accordance with 10 CFR Part 52, finality of a DC is based on the 
regulations in effect at the time of the certification. Therefore, it is expected that the 
requirements of certain sections of 73.54 will be applicable to the ESBWR DC. 
 
In light of the above, to minimize the potential impacts of waiting until after 10 CFR 
73.54 is final, GEH and the staff have agreed that the staff will review GEH’s 
licensing topical report NEDE-33295P “ESBWR Cyber Security Program Plan” for 
compliance with the new regulation 73.54, as applicable to a Design Certification. 
Enclosed are two Official Use Only documents, which are in draft form, that provide 
design review guidance and information security guidance for Design Certification 
applicants. These documents have been provided to NEI for distribution to other 
design certification applicants so they can be addressed accordingly. The enclosures 
have been withheld from the public because they are Official Use Only-Security 
Related documents. The staff requests that GEH use the enclosed documents as 
guidance to revise NEDE-33295P, as necessary to fully address the requirements of 
73.54. 
GEH Response 
 
RAI 13.6-161 was based upon the anticipated rule and associated guidance. Upon 
release of the rule and further discussion with the NRC, GEH does not need to 
address 10 CFR 73.54 in the ESBWR Design Certification as the rule is applicable to 
licensees and COL applicants. The scope of the cyber security plan is therefore 
being revised to address the guidelines of SRP BTP HICB-14 and RG 1.152. GEH is 
not addressing 10 CFR 73.54. Therefore, this RAI is no longer applicable to the 
ESBWR Design Certification. GEH is addressing remaining cyber security issues 
through RAI 7.1-137. 
 
DCD Impact 
 
No DCD changes will be made in response to this RAI. 
 
No changes to the subject LTR (NEDE-33295P) will be made in response to this RAI. 
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