
 
 
 
 

May 1, 2009 
 
 
Mr. Rick Libra 
Exelon 
Chairman, BWR Vessel and Internals Project 
Electric Power Research Institute 
3420 Hillview Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA  94304-1395 
 
Dear Mr. Libra: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your letter of 
March 9, 2009, requesting a fee exemption under 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(iii) for all fees 
associated with the NRC’s review of the Electric Power Research Institute Report, Boiling Water 
Reactor Vessel and Internals Project (BWRVIP)-183, “[Boiling Water Reactor] BWR Vessel and 
Internals Project, Top Guide Grid Beam Inspection and Flaw Evaluation Guidelines.”  Your 
request meets the fee exemption criteria; therefore, I have granted the request, as explained 
below.   
 
Your fee exemption request states that BWRVIP-183 will serve as an effective means to 
address top guide grid beam degradation issues.  Currently, these items are not addressed by 
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Code or by NRC regulations.  The NRC staff 
believed that a comprehensive evaluation of the impact of irradiation assisted stress corrosion 
cracking (IASCC) and multiple failures of the top guide beams was necessary, and that an 
inspection program for top guide beams for all BWRs should be developed to ensure that all 
BWRs can meet the requirements of 10 CFR Part 54 throughout the period of extended 
operation.   
 
NRC may use BWRVIP-183 to address its concern that multiple failures of the top guide are 
possible when the threshold fluence for IASCC is exceeded.  NRC also feels that the guidelines 
in BWRVIP-183 does assist in addressing the concerns about IASCC and understands that the 
document will be voluntarily implemented by BWR utilities.  Hence, I am able to grant you a fee 
exemption under the provisions of 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(iii).   
 
If you have any technical questions regarding this matter, please contact Joseph Williams at 
301-415-1470.  Please contact Glenda Somerville of my staff at 301-415-8139, for any  
fee-related questions. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      J. E. Dyer 
      Chief Financial Officer 
 
cc:  Chuck Wirtz, FirstEnergy 
       Randy Stark, EPRI 
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