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Alyssa Go [ago@nrdc.org]
Friday, April 24, 2009 7:50 PM
Stephen Cohen
Draft RIS on Pre-Licensing Construction Activities at Proposed Uranium Recovery Facilities
Req for Comment Extension NRC Ur RIS 2008-4-24.pdf

Hi Mr. Cohen,

NRDC and three other public interest organizations are respectfully submitting the attached request for a deadline
extension for comments on the NRC's proposed draft RIS on Pre-Licensing Construction Activities at Proposed Uranium
Recovery Facilities. We have mailed this letter via First Class Mail to the Chief of the Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch,
but are also sending you this electronic copy since no other email address had been provided in the Federal Register
Notice. If there is another email contact I should forward this on to, please let me know.

Thank you in advance for your consideration,

Alyssa Go

Alyssa Go
Nuclear and International Programs
Natural Resources Defense Council
1200 New York Ave, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20005
Tel- (202) 289-6868
Fax- (202) 289-1060
Direct- (202) 289-2379

PRIVILEGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the addressee and may
contain information privileged confidential, and exempt from disclosure under law. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify me immediately by email and delete the original message.
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Energy Minerals Law Center * Natural Resources Defense Council
Southwest Research and Information Center * Western Mining Action Project

April 24, 2009

Via Electronic and First Class Mail

Chief, Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch
Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management Programs
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T-8F5
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
Electronic Mail: stephen.cohen@nrc.gov

RE: Extension of time for public comment on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's
proposal for a Draft Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) on Pre-Licensing Construction
Activities at Proposed Uranium Recovery Facilities

Dear Sir/Madam:

Representing the combined membership of over one million concerned citizens across the
United States, the Energy Minerals Law Center, Natural Resources Defense Council,
Southwest Research and Information Center, and Western Mining Action Project write
today to respectfully request that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) extend the
deadline for public comment an additional sixty (60) days on its proposal for a Draft
Regulatory Issue Summary on Pre-Licensing Construction Activities at Proposed
Uranium Recovery Facilities (hereinafter "Draft RIS") 74 Fed. Reg. 13483 (March 27,
2009). The current deadline for comments is April 27, 2009.

Uranium mining, both in-situ leach (ISL) and conventional mining, hassignificant
environmental and public health impacts during all phases of operations. The activities
described and allowed for in the Draft RIS prior to license approval could result in
significant impacts and, importantly, potentially prejudice licensing and its associated
decisions. In the brief 30 day window provided by the NRC for comments on this
important matter, the undersigned organizations have not had the opportunity to develop
the comprehensive and technical comments the issue merits.

In addition to this Draft RIS, we understand that the NRC is (1) finalizing for a June 2009
release its Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement for Uranium In-Situ Leach
Milling Facilities and (2) crafting a draft groundwater rulemaking for in-situ leach
mining (despite requests from NRDC and others, the NRC has not seen fit to share the
proposed groundwater protection rule). Both of these agency actions, the Draft GEIS and
a proposed groundwater protection rule, are affected by (and could themselves impact)
potential changes to pre-licensing construction activities at uranium recovery sites.



Request for Extension of Comment Period
April 24, 2009
Page 2

For these reasons, we request at least a 60 day extension of time so that the public may
have an opportunity to fully integrate any comments we may make on the Draft RIS with
the results of the more comprehensive, ongoing regulatory processes.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or concerns. Thank you for your
prompt attention and consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

/s/
Travis Stills*
Managing Attorney
Energy Minerals Law Center
1911 Main Avenue, Suite 238
Durango, Colorado 81301
(970) 375-9231
stills a)fronticr.net
(Signatures verified upon request)*

/s/
Geoffrey H. Fettus*
Senior Attorney
Natural Resources Defense Council
1200 New York Avenue, NW, #400
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 289-6868
gfettus nrdc.org

/s/
Chris Shuey*
Southwest Research and Information
Center
105 Stanford SE
PO Box 4524
Albuquerque, NM 87196
(505) 262-1862
sric.chris@earthlink.net

-/s/
Jeffrey C. Parsons*
Senior Attorney
Western Mining Action Project
P.O. Box 349
Lyons, CO 80540
(303) 823-5738
winap2@igc.org


