Scott Burnell

From: Scott Burnell

Sent: Friday, April 24, 2009 10:14 AM
To: 'johncstangl@yahoo.com’
Subject: RE: Keenen's questions

Hello Keenen;

Thank you for your e-mail to Chairman Klein and Commissioners Lyons and Svinicki. Your questions deal with
issues that are essentially outside the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's jurisdiction, but I've provided the
agency's perspective below. Scientific American has recently published a few articles regarding the future of
nuclear power, and you can find them on the magazine's Web site (
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=beyond-fossil-fuels-energy ). It might also be helpful for you to contact
the Department of Energy's Office of Nuclear Energy ( www.nuclear.gov ).

1. To what do you attribute the "skittish" feelings toward nuclear power that the United States has had in the
past 40 years? To what effect have these feelings kept nuclear power from being more widespread thus far?
Public comment has always played a role in the NRC's licensing decisions, but the agency's work is based on
technical and legal reviews to determine whether a proposed plant could meet our regulations for safe
operation. Those regulations changed significantly following the Three Mile Island accident 30 years ago.
Several other factors, however, including energy needs and economic considerations, played large roles in
utility decisions on whether or not to complete nuclear power plant projects. Approximately half of the currently
operating U.S. reactors ( http://www.nrc.gov/NRR/OVERSIGHT/ASSESS/index.html ) started operation after
the TMI accident.

2. With fusion power in the not-so-distant future, ever-growing needs for new, clean energy and a new
President in the White House, what do you foresee in the future of commercial nuclear power?

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has no role in promoting the use of nuclear power. The agency is
currently reviewing 17 applications that request a total of 26 new reactors ( http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-
reactors.html ). If all of these applications are approved, current construction schedules indicate the earliest a
new plant could begin operating would be in 2015 or 2016. Approximately half of the existing 104 U.S.
commercial nuclear power plants have had their operating licenses extended (
http:/fwww.nrc.gov/reactors/operating/licensing/renewal.html ), with the remainder either under review or
expected to apply for license renewal over the next few years.

Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions regarding the NRC's oversight of U.S. nuclear
power plants.

Scott Burnell
Public Affairs Officer
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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