HLWYM HEmails

From: Mysore Nataraja

Sent: Thursday, December 18, 2003 1:44 PM

To: David Pickett; Oleg Povetko; David Brooks; Dennis Galvin; Gregory Hatchett; John Bradbury;
Meraj Rahimi; King Stablein; Omid Tabatabai; Tamara Bloomer

Cc: Budhi Sagar; 'DDUNN@cnwra.swri.edu'; 'DGUTE@cnwra.swri.edu’;

'RFEDORS@cnwra.swri.edu'; 'VJAIN@cnwra.swri.edu'; Andy Campbell; Hans Arlt; James
Danna; Larry Campbell; Richard Codell; Timothy McCartin; Tae Ahn
Subject: Re: End of the Topical Report approach for postclosure criticality

King,

We are running into a similar situation with Seismic TRs. DOE has revised TR-2 and made a significant
change (went from 10,000 yr earthquake to 2,000 yr earthquake.) and have not submitted TR-3 which they
have been sitting on for a year or two. We may have to abandon the TR approach and simply review the
contents as if we are reviewing any other report (such as an AMR, etc.).

Raj

>>> N King Stablein 12/18/03 01:36PM >>>

| don't plan on discussing this in detail by e-mail (it would take too long), but IF upon review of the topical
report, we were to find that DOE had done an adequate job of responding to the open items, and IF their
methodology is not significantly different from what we reviewed in the first topical report, we could continue
along the topical report track. However, time and resources are running out, and there's no more time for back
and forth ad nauseam (e.g., another set of RAIs), with DOE.

>>> Meraj Rahimi 12/18/03 01:30PM >>>

| don't think abandoning several years of work on the topical report approach is wise. This will make the
review of the License Application very difficult if we have a fundamental problem with the DOE's approach on
the methodology or modeling approaches for the post-closure criticality. As | said in my e-mail yesterday,
between the topical report and the modeling reports we have received to date, there is enough information for
us to start the technical review. By April 04, we will receive the remaining modeling reports, and by the end of
summer 04 we should come to some type of resolution on the open items and be able to revise the SER
before the LA submittal. Then, all we have to do during LA review reference the SER and review only the
DOE's numbers on the probability and/or dose consequence.

thanks,
Meraj

>>> Dennis Galvin 12/18/03 12:42PM >>>

The NRC has decided to end the topical approach for postclosure criticality primarily because the Topical
Report is not sufficient to review as a stand alone document. A revision to the SER on Rev 0 of the Topical
Report will not be prepared. This position is PREDECSIONAL until DOE submits its criticality open item matrix
and the staff has a chance to evaluate the matrix | have prepared a one-pager on our suspension of the
Topical Report, how this will be commuincated to DOE, and continuing staff activities in the area of postclosure
nuclear criticality.

You have been sent this email because you are involved in the review of either the Topical Report or a model
report that supports the Topical Report or supervise someone in this activity.

thanks

Dennis Galvin
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