April 29, 2009

Mr. Peter Sandbeck

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office
4617 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-4617

SUBJECT:  INITIATION OF THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT
SECTION 106 PROCESS FOR GENERAL ELECTRIC-HITACHI GLOBAL
LASER ENRICHMENT PROPOSED URANIUM ENRICHMENT FACILITY
(STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE TRACKING NUMBER
ER 07-2157)

Dear Mr. Sandbeck:

On January 30, 2009, General Electric-Hitachi Global Laser Enrichment (GLE) submitted an
environmental report (ER) to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). The ER is one
part of an application for a license to authorize construction, operation, and decommissioning of
a proposed uranium enrichment facility. The NRC is in the initial stages of developing an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed facility to be located on the existing
General Electric/Global Nuclear Fuels-Americas site near Wilmington, North Carolina, in New
Hanover County (Wilmington site). The facility, if licensed, would use a laser-based technology
to enrich the isotope uranium-235 in uranium hexafluoride (UFg) up to 8 percent by weight. The
EIS that NRC is preparing will document the impacts associated with the construction,
operation, and decommissioning of the proposed facility.

GLE’s ER identified 107 hectares (265 acres) of the 656 hectare (1621 acre) Wilmington site as
the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for direct effects resulting from the construction, operation,
and decommissioning of the proposed facility. In October and November of 2007, GLE
performed archeological surveys of the APE. As a result of the surveys, two new archaeological
sites were recorded. GLE has concluded that one of these sites is potentially eligible for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places. GLE has indicated that the potentially eligible site
will not be affected by any planned activities related to the proposed uranium enrichment facility.
We have enclosed additional background information relating to cultural resources, including a
map showing the APE, as it appears in the GLE ER.

In its ER, GLE indicated it submitted the results of the archeological surveys to your office in
March 2008. As required by 36 CFR 800.4(a), the NRC is requesting the views of the State
Historic Preservation Officer on any further actions necessary to identify historic properties that
may be affected by the construction, operation, and decommissioning of the proposed facility.

As part of the EIS preparation, the NRC will be hosting two public scoping meetings on
Tuesday, May 19, 2009, in Ballroom 1 of the Warwick Center at the University of North Carolina
at Wilmington, North Carolina, 28403. The first meeting will be held from 1:00 p.m. to
approximately 4:00 p.m. and the second meeting will be held from 7:00 p.m. to approximately
10:00 p.m. The meetings will include NRC staff presentations on the safety and environmental
review process, after which members of the public will be given the opportunity to present their
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comments on issues NRC should consider during its environmental review. The scoping
information gathered at this meeting and in written public comments will be used with any
information you provide to document environmental impacts of the proposed action in
accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4 and 800.5.

We intend to use the EIS process to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as described in 36 CFR Part 800.8. After assessing information you
provide, we will determine what additional actions are necessary to comply with the Section 106
consultation process. If you have any questions or comments, or need any additional
information, please contact Christianne Ridge of my staff at 301-415-5673.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Andrea Kock, Chief
Environmental Review Branch
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
Docket No.: 70-7016

Enclosure: As stated

cc without enclosure: see next page
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William Szymanski/DOE

Bruce Shell/New Hanover County
Patricia Campbell/GEH

Marty Lawing/Brunswick County
Robert Brown/GEH

George Brown/Pender County
Tammy Orr/GEH

Bill Saffo/Wilmington
AKennedy/GEH

Mike Giles/CFC

JOlivier/ GEH

Malissa Talbert/Wilmington

Tom Clements/FOTE

Wanda Lagoe/NCOSH

Doug Springer/CFRW

Cameron Weaver/NCDENR
Stephen Rynas/NCDENR

Lee Cox/SLO

Jennifer Frye/USACE

Kimberly Garvey/USACE

David Weaver/New Hanover County
Christopher O’Keefe/New Hanover County
Jennifer Braswell/New Hanover County
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