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REGION |
475 ALLENDALE ROAD
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415

April 17, 2009

Docket No. 03001317 License No. 08-01738-02
EA-09-039

Van Coots, M.D.

Hospital Commander

Department of the Army

Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20307-5001

SUBJECT: INSPECTION 03001317/2008001, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, WALTER
REED ARMY MEDICAL CENTER, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Dear Dr. Coots:

On December 19, 2008, Penny Lanzisera and Janice Nguyen of this office conducted a safety
inspection at the above address of activities authorized by the above listed NRC license. The
inspection was limited to a review of the reported temporary loss of licensed material on
November 14, 2008. Additional information provided in telephone conversations on February 8
and 11, and March 20, 2009, between Col. Mark Melanson and Ms. Lanzisera of this office was
also examined as part of the inspection. The findings of the inspection were discussed with you
and other members of your staff on March 20, 2009, at the conclusion of the inspection. The
enclosed report presents the results of this inspection.

Based on the results of this inspection, three apparent violations were identified and are being
considered for escalated enforcement. The apparent violations include: (i) failure to control
access to 3 ribbons containing iridium-192 seeds as required by 10 CFR 20.1802 that resulted
in the ribbons being placed into an uncontrolled trash container; (ii) failure to report the missing
ribbons immediately as required by 10 CFR 20.2201; and (iii) failure to train a medical student
on the safe handling of manual brachytherapy sources as required by 10 CFR 35.410.

Because the NRC has not made a final determination in this matter with respect to the apparent
violations, a Notice of Violation is not being issued for these inspection findings at this time. In
addition, please be advised that the number and characterization of the apparent violations
described in the enclosed inspection report may change as a result of further NRC review.

On March 20, 2009, Mr. James Noggle and Ms. Penny Lanzisera informed you by telephone
that the NRC has sufficient information regarding the apparent violations and your corrective
actions to enable the NRC to make an enforcement decision. However, Mr. Noggle offered your
organization an opportunity to submit an additional written response or attend a predecisional
enforcement conference (PEC), prior to NRC determining appropriate enforcement action. You
declined the opportunity to provide an additional written response or attend a PEC; however,
you indicated that you may submit documentation indicating the status of your corrective actions
described in your December 11, 2008, letter.
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You will be advised by separate correspondence of the results of our deliberations on this
matter.

Current NRC regulations are included on the NRC's website at www.nrc.gov; select Nuclear
Materials; Medical, Industrial, and Academic Uses of Nuclear Material; then Regulations,
Guidance, and Communications. The current NRC Enforcement Policy is included on the
NRC's website at www.nrc.gov; select About NRC; How We Regulate; Enforcement; then
Enforcement Policy. You may also obtain these documents by contacting the Government
Printing Office (GPO) toll-free at 1-866-512-1800. The GPO is open from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
EST, Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays). To the extent possible, your response
should not include any personal privacy, proprietary, or safeguards information so that it can be
placed in the PDR without redaction.

Sincerely,
/RA M. T. Miller for/

John D. Kinneman, Director
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

Enclosure:
Inspection Report No. 03001317/2008001

cc w/encl:
Mark Melanson, Ph.D., Radiation Safety Officer
District of Columbia
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